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Eggs shed from infected human 
in faeces (A&B) or urine (C)

Paired adult 
worms migrate 

to the intestine (where eggs 
are shed in stool) or the 
bladder (where eggs 
are shed in urine) 

Larvae 
infect snails

Eggs hatch in 
water and release 

larvae called miracidia

Cercariae lose their 
tails and migrate to 
the portal blood in 
the liver where they 
mature into adults

Cercariae penetrate the 
skin of humans in contact 
with fresh water

Asexual reproduction in the 
snail results in another 

free-swimming larvae called 
cercariae released in the water

S. haematobiumS. mansoniS. mekongi
S. japonicum

Deworming: Prevents new 
worms from growing in the body.

Hygiene Education: Prevents 
contamination of environment with 
urine/faeces and water contact.

Sanitation: Prevents contamination of 
environment with urine/faeces.

Clean water: Prevents people collecting 
water from fresh water sources.

INTERVENTIONS

Schistosomiasis


