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FOREWORD

The timely conduct of Demographic and Health Surveys has been the desire of the Ministry of Health and
Sanitation to assist policymakers and programme managers in designing and evaluating programmes and
strategies for improving the health of the country’s population. The 2019 Sierra Leone Demographic and
Health Survey (2019 SLDHYS) is the third survey of its kind to be implemented by Statistics Sierra Leone
(Stats SL) whose key function is collect, collate, analyse, and disseminate population census and survey data
at all levels that contribute to policy formulation and coordination of population activities in the country.

The 2019 SLDHS is a national sample survey that provides up-to-date information on demographic and
health indicators. The sample was selected using a stratified, two-stage cluster design, with enumeration
areas (EAs) as the sampling units for the first stage. The second stage was a complete listing of households
carried out in each of the 578 selected EAs. The target groups were women age 15-49 and men age 15-59 in
randomly selected households across the country. A representative sample of approximately 13,872
households was selected for the survey. Half of the households (6,936) were selected for biomarker and
men’s interview. The men’s survey was conducted in half (50%) of the sample households, and all men age
15-59 in these households were included. In this subsample, one eligible woman in each household was
randomly selected to be asked additional questions about domestic violence.

Equally, biomarker information was collected only in those households selected for the men’s survey. The
biomarkers included in this survey were height and weight for women age 15-49, men 15-59, and children
age 0-59 months, haemoglobin testing for women age 15-49, men 15-59, and children age 6-59 months, and
testing for HIV for women 15-49 and men 15-59.

Specifically, information was collected on fertility levels, marriage, fertility preferences, awareness and use
of family planning methods, child feeding practices, nutritional status of women and children, adult and
childhood mortality, awareness and attitudes regarding HIV/AIDS, and female genital mutilation. The
survey also assessed the nutritional status (according to weight and height measurements) of women and
children in these households. In addition to presenting national estimates, the report provides estimates of
key indicators for both rural and urban areas and regional or provincial levels.

The 2019 SLDHS is unique in a number of ways. The Sierra Leone 2019 DHS was implemented using
computer-assisted personal interviewing (CAPI), allowing more swift provision of data than in previous
surveys and RDT was done in the field for HIV infections for those participants who wish to know their HIV
status. However, blood samples were also collected anonymously using Dried Blood Spot (DBS) for
laboratory analyses to determine the national HIV prevalence.

In addition, the sample size was larger than that in the two previous SLDHS surveys, covering a total of
1,400 clusters across the country. Data on malaria, minimum dietary diversity among women, female genital
mutilation, fistula, and disability were included as requested by various stakeholders.

As Minister of Health and Sanitation, | offer my candid appreciation to the Statistician General of Statistics
Sierra Leone (Stats SL) Prof Osman A. Sankoh for leadership and commitment to the success of the survey
as chairman of the Survey Steering and Technical Committees. | also thank members of the Survey Steering
and Technical Committees for their commitment and dedication to the survey’s successful implementation.

On behalf of the Ministry of Health and Sanitation, | wish to express appreciation to the previous Chief
Medical Officers, Dr Amara Jambai and Dr Donald Bash-Taqi and the current Chief Medical Officer, Dr T.
T. Samba; and Director of Policy, Planning and Information - Dr Francis Smart for their strong leadership
in coordination and fund mobilization efforts with development partners. | wish to extend my gratitude to
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the 2019 SLDHS survey management team, management of Statistics Sierra Leone (Stats SL) and technical
committee monitors for their efficient management of all technical, administrative, and logistical activities
of the survey.

In addition, | would like to extend my sincere appreciation to the field staff (regional and district
coordinators, biomarker monitors, supervisors, data collectors, mappers, listers, drivers, etc.), and data
processing team for their commitment and hard work during the survey. Similarly, 1 wish to express
appreciation to ICF for its technical assistance in all stages of the survey.

My special thanks go to the Government and people of Sierra Leone, the World Bank, the UK’s Department
of Foreign International Development (DFID), the Global Fund, and United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), World Health Organization (WHO), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and
the National AIDS Secretariat (NAS) for supporting the implementation of the survey. In addition, I therefore
wish to thank the staff of Central Public Health Reference Laboratory (CPHRL) of the Ministry of Health
and Sanitation who under difficult circumstances sacrificed their time to provide the required analyses on
time. Finally, our deep appreciation in particular goes to the survey respondents, provincial administrations,
city and district council authorities, and traditional authorities for their immense support and hospitality
during the implementation of the survey.

Let me take this opportunity to urge all health stakeholders, including donors and partners to accept and use
the new data set, which reflects the progress made so far in the health sector; whilst we recognise more needs
to be done.

Hon. Dr Alpha Tejan Wurie, (Associate Professor)

Minister of Health and Sanitation
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PREFACE

The Government of Sierra Leone, through the Ministry of Health and Sanitation and Statistics Sierra
Leone (Stats SL), together with its development partners, conducted the 2019 Sierra Leone Demographic
and Health Survey (2019 SLDHS).

The SLDHS provides an opportunity to inform policy and provide data for planning, implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of national health programmes. It is designed to provide up-to-date information
on health indicators, including nutritional status of children, early childhood and maternal mortality,
maternal and child health, fertility levels, nuptiality, sexual activity, fertility preferences, awareness and
use of family planning methods, breastfeeding practices, awareness and behaviours regarding HIV/AIDS
and other sexually transmitted infections and prevalence of HIV.

The SLDHS is conducted every five years in Sierra Leone. The first survey was conducted in 2008 and the
second in 2013. Although the next one was planned for 2018, actual data collection took place in early
2019; hence, the survey is appropriately named the 2019 SLDHS.

This report presents the final results of survey. Key findings include a decline in fertility rates and
improvement in nutrition indicators, such as stunting, wasting and underweight. Details of maternal and
child health care indicators also suggest improvement. Details of other indicators including maternal and
child can be found in the Key Indicator Report (KIR).

On behalf of the Government of Sierra Leone, Stats SL wishes to express appreciation to all those involved
in the implementation of the 2019 SLDHS in various ways, including financial and technical support, and
in the preparation of this DHS report. Special thanks go to the following:

= The Government and the people of Sierra Leone for providing the funding and the environment to
support the survey;

= The World Bank, Department for International Development (DFID), and the local U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID) in Sierra Leone, for contributing funds to organise and conduct
the 2019 SLDHS;

= World Health Organisation (WHO), Global Fund, and United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), for
providing additional funds;

= National Aids Secretariat (NAS) and the Central Public Health Reference Laboratory (CPHRL) of the
Ministry of Health and Sanitation for providing funds and technical support, respectively, in the
implementation of biomarker collection and HIV testing, storage and analyses; and

= |CF, for providing technical support, training of fieldwork staff, consultations, recommendations and
analyses of the data collected.

The DHS would not have been possible without the good work and dedication of the project staff at
various levels of expertise. In particular, we wish to express our appreciation to the supervising director,
national coordinator, regional and district coordinators, biomarker monitors and data managers,
supervisors, interviewers, nurses, HIV counsellors and support staff for their active participation in and
contribution to this work. Above all, we appreciate the cooperation of all of the survey respondents
countrywide who have made the 2019 SLDHS a success.

Prof. Osman A. Sankoh, DSc.
Statistician General/CEO
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READING AND UNDERSTANDING TABLES

FROM THE 2019 SIERRA LEONE

DEMOGRAPHIC AND HEALTH SURVEY

(SLDHS)

The 2019 Sierra Leone DHS final report is based on
approximately 200 tables of data. For quick reference, they
are located at the end of each chapter and can be accessed
through links in the pertinent text (electronic version).
Additionally, this more reader-friendly version features
about 90 figures that clearly highlight trends, subnational
patterns, and background characteristics. Large, colourful
maps display breakdowns for districts in Sierra Leone. The
text has been simplified to highlight key points in bullets
and to clearly identify indicator definitions in boxes.

While the text and figures featured in each chapter
highlight some of the most important findings from the
tables, not every finding can be discussed or displayed
graphically. For this reason, SLDHS data users should be
comfortable reading and interpreting tables.

The following pages provide an introduction to the
organisation of SLDHS tables, the presentation of
background characteristics, and a brief summary of
sampling and understanding denominators. In addition, this
section provides some exercises for users as they practice
their new skills in interpreting SLDHS tables.
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Example 1: Exposure to Mass Media: Women
A Question Asked of All Survey Respondents

Table 3.4.1 Exposure to mass media: Women
Percentage of women age 15-49 who are exposed to specific media on a weekly basis, according to background
characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019
Accesses
Reads a Watches Accesses all none of the

3 newspaper television at Listens to the three media three media
Background at least once least once a radio at least at least once atleast once Number of
characteristic a week week once a week a week a week women
Age

15-19 2.1 15.9 19.9 1.0 71.7 3,427

20-24 3.0 17.7 255 1.3 66.1 2,629

25-29 34 18.4 26.8 1.9 65.3 2,728

30-34 2.4 16.1 26.5 1.5 67.1 1,942

35-39 2.1 11.2 23.7 1.3 72.1 2,224

40-44 2.6 10.0 24.2 2.0 73.2 1,337

45-49 1.3 8.7 225 0.7 74.5 1,288
Residence

Urban 4.5 28.2 29.5 2.8 57.9 7,163

Rural 0.8 3.6 19.4 0.2 79.4 8,411
Province

Eastern 0.5 6.0 17.8 0.1 78.9 3,069

Northern 1.8 12.3 30.6 0.7 64.9 3,317

North West 1.2 4.1 19.5 0.4 78.6 2,508

Southern 1.6 6.6 16.5 0.4 80.4 2,900

Western Area 6.4 37.9 32.0 4.4 51.4 3,780
Education

No education 0.1 6.5 17.6 0.0 79.3 7,081

Primary 0.4 10.4 235 0.1 71.9 2,103

Secondary 3.9 22.9 28.5 5 (l% 61.0 5,724

More than secondary 23.1 50.0 55.2 15.6 30.3 666
Wealth quintile

Lowest 0.3 1.7 15.4 0.0 83.9 2,738

Second 0.4 2.4 18.2 0.0 80.9 2,831

Middle 1.0 4.1 19.9 0.2 78.1 2,954

Fourth 2.3 12.3 26.3 0.7 67.7 3,385

Highest 7.3 45.6 36.1 5.2 44.6 3,666
Total 4 (&5 1.4 69.5 15,574

Read the title and subtitle, highlighted in orange in the table above. They tell you the topic and the
specific population group being described. In this case, the table is about women age 15-49 and their
exposure to different types of media. All eligible female respondents age 15-49 were asked these
questions.

Scan the column headings—highlighted in green in Example 1. They describe how the information
is categorised. In this table, the first three columns of data show different types of media that women
access at least once a week. The fourth column shows women who access all three types of media, while
the fifth column shows women who do not access any of the three types of media on a weekly basis. The
last column lists the number of women age 15-49 interviewed in the survey.
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Step 3: Scan the row headings—the first vertical column highlighted in blue in Example 1. These show the
different ways the data are divided into categories based on population characteristics. In this case, the
table presents women’s exposure to media by age, urban-rural residence, province, level of education, and
wealth quintile. Most of the tables in the SLDHS report will be divided into these same categories.

Step 4: Look at the row at the bottom of the table highlighted in pink. These percentages represent the
totals of all women age 15-49 and their weekly access to different types of media. In this case, 2.5%* of
women age 15-49 read a newspaper at least once a week, 14.9% watch television at least weekly, and
24.0% listen to the radio on a weekly basis.

Step 5: To find out what percentage of women with more than a secondary education access all three types
of media, draw two imaginary lines, as shown on the table. This shows that 15.6% of women with more
than a secondary education access all three types of media at least once a week.

By looking at patterns by background characteristics, we can see how exposure to mass media varies
across Sierra Leone. Mass media are often used to communicate health messages. Knowing how mass
media exposure varies among different groups can help programme planners and policymakers determine
how to most effectively reach their target populations.

*For the purpose of this document data are presented exactly as they appear in the table, including decimal
places. However, the text in the remainder of this report rounds data to the nearest whole percentage point.

Practice: Use the table in Example 1 to answer the following questions:

a) What percentage of women do not access any of the three types of media once a week?

b) Is weekly radio listening higher among women in urban or rural areas?

c) Is there a clear pattern in weekly newspaper reading by educational level?

d) Is there a clear pattern in weekly television watching by household wealth?

e) What are the lowest and highest percentages (range) of women who do not access any media by province?
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Example 2: Prevalence and Treatment of ARI
A Question Asked of a Subgroup of Survey Respondents

Table 10.5 Prevalence and treatment of symptoms of ARI

Among children under age 5, percentage who had symptoms of acute respiratory infection (ARI) in the 2 weeks preceding the survey, and
among children with symptoms of ARl in the 2 weeks preceding the survey, percentage for whom advice or treatment was sought, according
to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Among children under age 5: Among children under age 5 with symptoms of ARI:
Percentage with Percentage for whom  Percentage for whom
Background symptoms of Number of advice or treatment treatment was sought
characteristic ARI* children was sought? same or next day Number of children
Age in months
<6 2.2 1,012 (76.1) (47.3) 22
6-11 2.8 945 (90.7) (49.1) 27
12-23 25 1,838 93.8 39.0 46
24-35 1.6 1,666 76 (52.1) 26
36-47 2.6 1,738 4 (27.5) 44
48-59 0.9 1,694 * 16
Sex
Male 2.2 4,479 84.5 44.7 100
Female 1.9 4,414 87.1 34.9 82
Mother’s smoking status
Smokes cigarettes/tobacco 5.3 250 * * 13
Does not smoke 1.9 8,644 85.7 42.3 168
Cooking fuel
Electricity or gas * 19 nc nc 0
Coalllignite * 20 nc nc 0
Charcoal 23 2,476 85.2 46.3 57
Wood/straw?® 2.0 6,378 85.9 37.6 125
Residence
Urban 22 3,137 84.6 41.9 70
Rural 1.9 5,757 86.4 39.3 112
Province
Eastern 15 1,891 (83.8) (52.6) 29
Northern 2.8 1,776 (83.1) (25.3) 50
North West 2.2 1,687 (97.4) (28.0) 38
Southern 1.2 1,914 (78.7) (57.0) 23
Western Area 2.7 1,626 (83.4) (51.4) 43
District
Kailahun 0.4 428 * * 2
Kenema 2.6 923 * * 24
Kono 0.6 540 * * 3
Bombali 3.8 594 * * 22
Falaba 3.2 224 * * 7
Koinadugu 21 274 * * 6
Tonkolili 21 684 * * 14
Kambia 0.6 577 * * 3
Karene 0.4 335 * * 1
Port Loko 4.3 775 (100.0) (25.1) 33
Bo * 701 nc nc 0
Bonthe 15 365 * * 6
Moyamba 1.5 513 * * 8
Pujehun 2.8 335 * * 9
Western Area Rural 4.9 700 (79.0) (52.3) 34
Western Area Urban 1.0 926 * * 9
Mother’s education
No education 1.6 4,819 77.5 35.5 77
Primary 29 1,297 (91.8) (39.4) 38
Secondary 25 2,530 92.2 43.5 62
More than secondary 1.8 247 u @ 4
Wealth quintile
Lowest 22 2,066 (83.8) (36.7) 45
Second 1.6 1,987 (82.6) (36.2) 31
Middle 1.8 1,818 (90.7) (41.0) 32
Fourth 3.2 1,646 (84.1) (42.1) 52
Highest 1.6 1,376 * * 22

Total 3 8,893 85.7 40.3

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted
cases and has been suppressed.
nc = No cases
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Read the title and subtitle. In this case, the table is about two separate groups of children: all
children under age 5 (a) and all children under age 5 with symptoms of acute respiratory infection (ARI)

(b).

Identify the two panels. First, identify the columns that refer to all children under age 5 (a), and
then isolate the columns that refer only to those children with symptoms of ARI (b).

Step 3: Look at the first panel. What percentage of children under age 5 had symptoms of ARI? It’s 2.0%.
Now look at the second panel. How many children under age 5 had symptoms of ARI in the 2 weeks
before the survey? It’s 182 children or 2% of the 8,893 children under age 5 (with rounding). The second
panel is a subset of the first panel.

Step 4: Only 2.0% of children under age 5 had ARI symptoms. Once these 182 children are further
divided into the background characteristic categories, there may be too few cases for the percentages to be
reliable.

»  What percentage of children age 36-47 months with ARI symptoms had advice or treatment
sought? 87.1%. This percentage is in parentheses because there are between 25 and 49 children
(unweighted) in this category. Readers should use this number with caution—it may not be
reliable. (For more information on weighted and unweighted numbers, see Example 3.)

= What percentage of children age 48-59 months with ARI symptoms had advice or treatment
sought? There is no number in this cell—only an asterisk. This is because there are fewer than
25 children (unweighted) in this group. Results for this group are not reported. The subgroup is
too small, and therefore the data are not reliable.

= Can we assess treatment seeking by district? Only two districts have more than 25 (unweighted)
cases; most of the districts have too few cases to even show results for this indicator. No
comparison by district can be made, as there are too few children with ARI symptoms in each
district to provide meaningful data.

Note: When parentheses or asterisks are used in a table, the explanation will be noted under the table. If

there are no parentheses or asterisks in a table, you can proceed with confidence that enough cases were
included in all categories that the data are reliable.
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Example 3: Understanding Sampling Weights in SLDHS Tables

A sample is a group of people who have been selected for a survey. In the SLDHS, the sample is designed
to represent the national population age 15-49. In addition to national data, most countries want to collect
and report data on smaller geographical or administrative areas. However, doing so requires a large enough
sample size in each area. For the 2019 SLDHS, the survey sample is representative at the national and
province levels and for urban and rural areas.

To generate statistics that are representative

of Sierra Leone as a whole and the five Table 3.1 Backaround characteristics of respondents

provinces, the number of women surveyed in | percent distribution of women age 15-49 by selected
each province should contribute to the size background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

of the total (national) sample in proportion to | Background Weighted  Weighted Unweighted
the size of the province. However, if some characteristic percent number number
provinces have small populations, then a Province
sample allocated in proportion to each Eastern 19.7 3,069 2,978
rovince’s population may not include Northern 21.3 3,317 3,911
province's pop y _ North West 16.1 2,508 2,498
sufficient women from each province for Southern 18.6 2,900 3,513
analysis. To solve this problem, provinces Western Area 24.3 3.780 2,614
with small populations are oversampled. For Total 1549 100.0 15574 15574

example, let’s say that you have enough

money to interview 15,574 women and want

to produce results that are representative of Sierra Leone as a whole and its provinces (as in Table 3.1).
However, the total population of Sierra Leone is not evenly distributed among the provinces: some
provinces, such as Western Area, are heavily populated while others, such as Southern, are not. Thus,
Southern must be oversampled.

A sampling statistician determines how many women should be interviewed in each province in order to
get reliable statistics. The in the table above shows the actual number of women
interviewed in each province. Within the provinces, the number of women interviewed ranges from 2,498
in North West to 3,971 in Northern. The number of interviews is sufficient to get reliable results in each
province.

With this distribution of interviews, some provinces are overrepresented and some provinces are
underrepresented. For example, the population in the Western Area province is about 24% of the
population in Sierra Leone, while Southern’s population contributes only 19% of the population in Sierra
Leone. But as the blue column shows, the number of women interviewed in Western Area accounts for
only about 18% of the total sample of women interviewed (2,614/15,574) and the number of women
interviewed in Southern accounts for 23% of the women interviewed (3,513/15,574). This unweighted
distribution of women does not accurately represent the population.

In order to get statistics that are representative of Sierra Leone, the distribution of the women in the sample
needs to be weighted (or mathematically adjusted) such that it resembles the true distribution in the
country. Women from a smaller province, like Southern, should contribute only a small amount to the
national total. Women from a large province, like Western Area, should contribute much more. Therefore,
DHS statisticians mathematically calculate a “weight” that is used to adjust the number of women from
each province so that each province’s contribution to the total is proportional to the actual population of
the province. The numbers in the purple column (2) represent the “weighted” values. The weighted values
can be smaller or larger than the unweighted values at the province level. The total national sample size of
15,574 women has not changed after weighting, but the distribution of the women in the provinces has
been changed to represent their contribution to the total population size.
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How do statisticians weight each category? They take into account the probability that a woman was
selected in the sample. If you were to compare the to the actual population distribution
of Sierra Leone, you would see that women in each province are contributing to the total sample with the
same weight that they contribute to the population of the country. The weighted number of women in the
survey now accurately represents the proportion of women who live in the Southern province and the
proportion of women who live in the Western Area province.

With sampling and weighting, it is possible to interview enough women to provide reliable statistics at
national and province levels. In general, only the weighted numbers are shown in each of the SLDHS
tables, so don’t be surprised if these numbers seem low: they may actually represent a larger number of
women interviewed.
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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

ACT
AIDS
AL
ANC
ARI
ART
ASAQ
ASFR

BCG
BMI

CAPI
CBR
CHW
Cl
CPR
CSPro

DBS
DFID
DHS
DPT

EA
FGC

GAR
GFR
GoSL
GPI

HepB
Hib
HIV

ICCMCI
IFSS
IMCI
IMNCI
IPTp
IPV
ITN
IUD
IYCF

artemisinin-based combination therapy
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome
artemether/lumefantrine

antenatal care

acute respiratory infection
antiretroviral therapy
artesunate/amodiaquine

age-specific fertility rate

bacille Calmette-Guérin vaccine against tuberculosis
body mass index

computer-assisted personal interviewing
crude birth rate

community health worker

confidence interval

contraceptive prevalence rate

Census and Survey Processing

dried blood spot

Department for International Development
Demographic and Health Survey
diphtheria, pertussis, and tetanus vaccine

enumeration area
female genital cutting

gross attendance ratio
general fertility rate
Government of Sierra Leone
gender parity index

hepatitis B
Haemophilus influenzae type B
human immunodeficiency virus

integrated community case management of childhood illness
internet file streaming system

integrated management of childhood illness

integrated management of neonatal and childhood illness
intermittent preventive treatment during pregnancy
inactivated polio vaccine

insecticide-treated net

intrauterine device

infant and young child feeding
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LAM
LLIN
LPG

MOHS
MTCT

NAC
NAR
NAS
NGO
NN

OPV
ORS
ORT

PNN
PRMR
PSU

RDT
RHF

SD
SDGs
SDM
SLDHS
SLMIS
SP

Stats SL
STI

TFR

UNAIDS
UNFPA
UNICEF
USAID

VAD
VIP

WHO

lactational amenorrhoea method
long-lasting insecticide-treated net
liquid petroleum gas

Ministry of Health and Sanitation
mother-to-child transmission

National AIDS Committee
net attendance ratio

National AIDS Secretariat
nongovernmental organisation
neonatal mortality

oral polio vaccine
oral rehydration salts
oral rehydration therapy

postneonatal mortality
pregnancy-related mortality rate
primary sampling unit

rapid diagnostic test
recommended homemade fluids

standard deviation

Sustainable Development Goals

standard days method

Sierra Leone Demographic and Health Survey
Sierra Leone Malaria Indicator Survey
sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine

Statistics Sierra Leone

sexually transmitted infection

total fertility rate

Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
United Nations Population Fund

United Nations Children’s Fund

United States Agency for International Development

vitamin A deficiency
ventilated improved pit

World Health Organization
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2019 SIERRA LEONE DEMOGRAPHIC AND
HEALTH SURVEY TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

Statistics Sierra Leone Chair
Ministry of Health and Sanitation Co-Chair
National Malaria Control Programme (NMEP) Member
National AIDS Secretariat (NAS) Member
Ministry of Basic and Senior Secondary School Education Member
Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs Member
Ministry of Water Resources Member
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food Security Member
Ministry of Planning and Economic Development Member
ICF, Maryland, USA — Survey Manager Member
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Member
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Member
World Health Organization (WHO) Member
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Member
European Union Member
Irish Aid Member
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS (UNAIDS) Member
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women

(UN Women) Member
World Bank (WB) Member
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Member
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Member
Sierra Leone Teachers Union Member
Sierra Leone Association of Journalists Member
Health for All Coalition Member
Health Alert Member
Institute for Population Studies, University of Sierra Leone Member
University of Sierra Leone Member
Njala University Member
Ernest Bai Koroma University of Science and Technology Member
Statistics Sierra Leone 2019 National Coordinator Secretary
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL INDICATORS

Sustainable Development Goal Indicators—Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Sex

DHS table
Indicator Male Female Total number
2. Zero hunger
2.2.1 Prevalence of stunting among children under 5 years of age 32.1 26.8 29.5 111
2.2.2 Prevalence of malnutrition among children under 5 years of age 10.5 9.4 9.92 -
a) Prevalence of wasting among children under 5 years of age 55 5.3 5.42 11.1
b) Prevalence of overweight among children under 5 years of age 5.0 4.1 4.5 11.1
3. Good health and well-being
3.1.1 Maternal mortality ratio* na na 717 14.4
3.1.2 Proportion of births attended by skilled health personnel na na 86.9 9.6
3.2.1 Under-five mortality rate? 134 110 122 8.2
3.2.2 Neonatal mortality rate? 35 26 31 8.2
3.7.1 Proportion of women of reproductive age (aged 15-49 years) who have their need for family planning
satisfied with modern methods na 53.1 na 7.1
3.7.2 Adolescent birth rates per 1,000 women?® - - - 5.1
a) Girls aged 10-14 years* na 4 na 5.1
b) Women aged 15-19 years® na 102 na 5.1
3.a.1 Age-standardized prevalence of current tobacco use among persons aged 15 years and older® 18.7 3.3 11.07 3.1
3.b.1 Proportion of the target population covered by all vaccines included in their national programme
a) Coverage of DPT containing vaccine (3rd dose)’ 76.5 79.7 78.1 10.3
b) Coverage of measles containing vaccine (2nd dose)® 57.6 51.2 54.4 10.3
c) Coverage of pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (last dose in schedule)® 77.1 815 79.4 10.3
5. Gender equality
5.2.1 Proportion of ever-partnered women and girls aged 15 years and older subjected to physical, sexual
or psychological violence by a current or former intimate partner in the previous 12 months%t* na 49.8 na 16.1
a) Physical violence na 38.4 na 16.1
b) Sexual violence na 6.2 na 16.1
c) Psychological violence na 38.3 na 16.1
5.2.2 Proportion of women and girls aged 15 years and older subjected to sexual violence by persons
other than an intimate partner in the previous 12 months*? na 0.4 na -
5.3.1 Proportion of women aged 20-24 years who were married or in a union before age 15 and before
age 18 - - - 4.3
a) Before age 15 na 8.6 na 4.3
b) Before age 18 na 29.6 na 4.3
5.3.2 Proportion of girls and women aged 15-49 years who have undergone female genital
mutilation/cutting na 83.0 na 17.2
Residence
7. Affordable clean energy Urban Rural
7.1.2  Proportion of population with primary reliance on clean fuels and technology*? 1.1 0.1 0.5 2.4
Sex
8. Decent work and economic growth Male Female
8.10.2 Proportion of adults (15 years and older) with an account at a bank or other financial institution or
with a mobile-money-service provider4 13.0 5.8 9.4 15.7
16. Peace, justice, and strong institutions
16.2.3 Proportion of young women aged 18-29 years who experienced sexual violence by age 18%° na 3.2 na
16.9.1 Proportion of children under 5 years of age whose births have been registered with a civil authority 90.3 90.5 90.4 2.1
17. Partnerships for the goals
17.8.1 Proportion of individuals using the Internet'® 27.8 13.1 20.52 35

na = Not applicable

1 Expressed in terms of maternal deaths per 100,000 live births in the 7-year period preceding the survey

2 Expressed in terms of deaths per 1,000 live births for the 5-year period preceding the survey
3 Calculated per 100,000 population

4 Equivalent to the age-specific fertility rate for girls age 10-14 for the 3-year period preceding the survey, expressed in terms of births per 1,000 girls age 10-14
5 Equivalent to the age-specific fertility rate for women age 15-19 for the 3-year period preceding the survey, expressed in terms of births per 1,000 women age

15-19

5 Data are not age-standardized and are available for women and men age 15-49 only.

" The percentage of children age 12-23 months who received three doses of DPT-HepB-Hib

8 The percentage of children age 24-35 months who received two doses of measles

9 The percentage of children age 12-23 months who received three doses of pneumococcal vaccine
10 Data are available for women age 15-49 who have ever been in union only.

1 In the DHS, psychological violence is termed emotional violence.

12 Data are available for women age 15-49 only.

13 Measured as the percentage of the population using clean fuel for cooking

14 Data are available for women and men age 15-49 who have and use an account at a bank or other financial institution; information on use of a mobile-money-

service provider is not available.
15 Data are available for women only.
16 Data are available for women and men age 15-49 who have used the internet in the past 12 months.

2 The total is calculated as the simple arithmetic mean of the percentages in the columns for males and females.
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INTRODUCTION AND SURVEY METHODOLOGY 1

Sierra Leone (Stats SL). Data collection took place from 15 May to 31 August 2019. ICF provided

technical assistance through The DHS Program, which is funded by the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) and offers financial support and technical assistance for population
and health surveys in countries worldwide. Other agencies and organisations that facilitated the successful
implementation of the survey through technical or financial support were the Global Fund, the World
Bank, the Department of International Development (DFID), the Government of Sierra Leone (GoSL), the
World Health Organization (WHO), the Sierra Leone Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MOHS), the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), and the National AIDS Secretariat (NAS).

The 2019 Sierra Leone Demographic and Health Survey (SLDHS) was implemented by Statistics

1.1 SURVEY OBJECTIVES

The primary objective of the 2019 SLDHS is to provide up-to-date estimates of basic demographic and
health indicators. Specifically, the survey collected information on fertility, awareness and use of family
planning methods, breastfeeding practices, nutritional status of women and children, maternal and child
health, adult and childhood mortality, women’s empowerment, domestic violence, female genital cutting,
prevalence and awareness and behaviour regarding HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections
(STIs), and other health-related issues such as smoking.

The information collected through the 2019 SLDHS is intended to assist policymakers and programme
managers in evaluating and designing programmes and strategies for improving the health of the country’s
population.

1.2 SAMPLE DESIGN

The sampling frame used for the 2019 SLDHS is the Population and Housing Census of the Republic of
Sierra Leone, which was conducted in 2015 by Statistics Sierra Leone. Administratively, Sierra Leone is
divided into provinces. Each province is subdivided into districts, each district is further divided into
chiefdoms/census wards, and each chiefdom/census ward is divided into sections. During the 2015
Population and Housing Census, each locality was subdivided into convenient areas called census
enumeration areas (EASs). The primary sampling unit (PSU), referred to as a cluster for the 2019 SLDHS,
is defined based on EAs from the 2015 EA census frame. The 2015 Population and Housing Census
provided the list of EAs that served as a foundation to estimate the number of households and distinguish
EAs as urban or rural for the survey sample frame.

The sample for the 2019 SLDHS was a stratified sample selected in two stages. Stratification was achieved
by separating each district into urban and rural areas. In total, 31 sampling strata were created. Samples
were selected independently in every stratum via a two-stage selection process. Implicit stratifications
were achieved at each of the lower administrative levels by sorting the sampling frame before sample
selection according to administrative order and by using probability-proportional-to-size selection during
the first sampling stage.

In the first stage, 578 EAs were selected with probability proportional to EA size. EA size was the number
of households residing in the EA. A household listing operation was carried out in all selected EAs, and
the resulting lists of households served as a sampling frame for the selection of households in the second
stage. In the second stage’s selection, a fixed number of 24 households were selected in every cluster
through equal probability systematic sampling, resulting in a total sample size of approximately 13,872
selected households. The household listing was carried out using tablets, and random selection of
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households was carried out through computer programming. The survey interviewers interviewed only the
pre-selected households. To prevent bias, no replacements and no changes of the pre-selected households
were allowed in the implementing stages.

Due to the non-proportional allocation of the sample to the different districts and the possible differences
in response rates, sampling weights were calculated, added to the data file, and applied so that the results
would be representative at the national level as well as the domain level. Because the 2019 SLDHS sample
was a two-stage stratified cluster sample selected from the sampling frame, sampling weights were
calculated based on sampling probabilities separately for each sampling stage and for each cluster.

The 2019 SLDHS included all women age 15-49 in the sample households. Those who were either
permanent residents of the selected households or visitors who stayed in the households the night before
the survey were eligible to be interviewed. The men’s survey was conducted in one-half of the sample
households, and all men age 15-59 in these households were included. In this subsample, one eligible
woman in each household was randomly selected to be asked additional questions about domestic
violence. Similarly, biomarker information was collected only in those households selected for the men’s
survey. The biomarkers included in this survey were height and weight for women age 15-49, men age 15-
59, and children age 0-59 months; haemoglobin testing for women age 15-49, men age 15-59, and children
age 6-59 months; and HIV testing for women age 15-49 and men age 15-59.

The survey was successfully carried out in 578 clusters.

1.3  QUESTIONNAIRES

Five questionnaires were used for the 2019 SLDHS: The Household Questionnaire, the Woman’s
Questionnaire, the Man’s Questionnaire, the Biomarker Questionnaire, and the Fieldworker Questionnaire.
The questionnaires, based on The DHS Program’s standard Demographic and Health Survey (DHS-7)
questionnaires, were adapted to reflect the population and health issues relevant to Sierra Leone.
Comments were solicited from various stakeholders representing government ministries and agencies,
nongovernmental organisations, and international donors. The survey protocol was reviewed and approved
by the Sierra Leone Ethics and Scientific Review Committee and the ICF Institutional Review Board. All
questionnaires were finalised in English, and the 2019 SLDHS used computer-assisted personal
interviewing (CAPI) for data collection.

The Household Questionnaire listed all members of and visitors to selected households. Basic
demographic information was collected on each person listed, including age, sex, marital status, education,
and relationship to the head of the household. For children under age 18, parents’ survival status was
determined. Data on age, sex, and marital status of household members were used to identify women and
men who were eligible for individual interviews. The Household Questionnaire also collected information
on characteristics of the household’s dwelling unit, such as source of drinking water; type of toilet
facilities; materials used for flooring, external walls, and roofing; ownership of various durable goods; and
ownership of mosquito nets. In addition, data were gathered on whether iodised salt was present in
households.

The Woman’s Questionnaire was used to collect information from all eligible women age 15-49. These
women were asked questions on the following topics:

= Background characteristics (including age, education, and media exposure)
= Birth history and child mortality

= Knowledge, use, and source of family planning methods

= Antenatal, delivery, and postnatal care

= Vaccinations and childhood illnesses

=  Breastfeeding and infant feeding practices

= Minimum dietary diversity
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= Marriage and sexual activity

= Fertility preferences (including desire for more children and ideal number of children)

=  Women’s work and husbands’ background characteristics

= Knowledge, awareness, and behaviour regarding HIVV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections
(STIs)

= Knowledge, attitudes, and behaviour related to other health issues (e.g., smoking)

= Female genital cutting

=  Adult and maternal mortality

=  Domestic violence

The Man’s Questionnaire was administered to all men age 15-59 in the subsample of households selected
for the men’s survey. The Man’s Questionnaire collected much of the same information as the Woman’s
Questionnaire but was shorter because it did not contain a detailed reproductive history or questions on
maternal and child health.

The Biomarker Questionnaire was used to record the results of anthropometry measurements and other
biomarkers for men, women, and children. This questionnaire was administered only to a subsample
selected for the men’s survey. All children age 0-59 months, all men age 15-59, and all women age 15-49
were eligible for height and weight measurements. Men age 15-59 and women age 15-49 were also eligible
for haemoglobin and HIV testing, and children age 6-59 months were also eligible for haemoglobin
testing.

The Fieldworker Questionnaire recorded background information from the interviewers to serve as a tool
in conducting analyses of data quality. Each interviewer completed the self-administered questionnaire
after the final selection of interviewers and before the fieldworkers entered the field. No personal
identifiers were attached to the 2019 SLDHS fieldworkers’ data file.

1.4 ANTHROPOMETRY, ANAEMIA TESTING, AND HIV TESTING

The 2019 SLDHS incorporated three biomarkers: anthropometry (height and weight), anaemia testing, and
HIV testing. Biomarkers were collected in 50% of households selected for the male survey. Blood
specimens for the tests were collected from eligible men and women who voluntarily consented to be
tested and from all children age 6-59 months for whom consent was obtained from their parents or the
adult responsible for the children. In contrast with the data collection procedure for the household and
individual interviews, data related to biomarkers were initially recorded on a paper Biomarker
Questionnaire and subsequently entered into interviewers’ tablet computers. As part of quality assurance, a
checklist was used to verify that proper procedures were used during collection of biomarker data and to
enhance supportive supervision.

Anthropometry: Height and weight measurements were recorded for children age 0-59 months, men age
15-59, and women age 15-49. The 2019 SLDHS included quality assurance procedures to improve
anthropometry data quality. These procedures, undertaken in real time during data collection, included re-
measurement of all children with data outside of pre-specified flagged values on a subsequent day and re-
measurement of the height and weight of a random selection of children (10%) on a subsequent day.

Anaemia testing: Blood samples for anaemia testing were obtained from a drop of blood taken from a
finger prick (or a heel prick for children age 6-11 months). A drop of blood from the prick site was drawn
into a microcuvette, and a haemoglobin analysis was carried out on-site with a battery-operated portable
HemoCue analyser. Results were provided verbally and in writing. Parents of children with a haemoglobin
level below 8 g/dl were instructed to take the child to a health facility for follow-up care. Likewise,
nonpregnant women (or women who did not know if they were pregnant) and pregnant women were
referred for follow-up care if their haemoglobin levels were below 8 g/dl and 7 g/dl, respectively. All
households in which anaemia testing was conducted were given a brochure that explained the causes and
prevention of anaemia.
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HIV testing: HIV testing was carried out among men age 15-59 and women age 15-49. In the 2019
SLDHS, HIV testing took place in the field as well as in the laboratory. For those who were interested in
knowing their status, an HIV rapid diagnostic test was done following the serial testing algorithm used by
Determine (Abbott Laboratories) and STAT-PAK (Chembio Diagnostics). Individuals who tested HIV
negative according to Determine were reported as negative. Those who tested positive according to both
Determine and STAT-PAK were reported as positive. Those who tested positive according to Determine
and negative according to STAT-PAK were reported as having inconclusive results and were advised to go
a health care facility for further testing and possible care. All respondents were provided pre- and post-test
counselling by experienced HIV counsellors. Results on paper slips were provided to all persons tested,
irrespective of their HIV status.

In view of an anticipated low acceptance rate for rapid diagnostic testing, it was decided that the HIV
prevalence for Sierra Leone would be determined at the laboratory in Lakka, Freetown, using anonymous
testing of blood samples collected in the field. To do that, the HIV counsellors collected blood from a
finger prick onto a filter paper card and prepared dried blood spot (DBS) samples. Once dry, the cards
were taken to the reference laboratory in Lakka, where they were checked for quality, logged, and stored
frozen until testing. As part of the informed consent process, the HIV counsellors advised individuals who
were eligible for blood sample collection (women age 15-49 and men age 15-59) of the purposes for which
the blood would be used and assured them of the anonymity of their HIV test results.

1.5 PRETEST

The pretest training was designed to prepare the trainers for the main training as well as to ensure that they
were well versed with the SLDHS questionnaires and procedures and able to test the questionnaires in the
different languages. The training involved sessions of administering the SLDHS questionnaires and a
separate session for biomarker data collection. Twenty-four participants, comprising seven regional and 15
provincial Stats SL coordinators and two data processing staff members, participated in the pretest training
and fieldwork. The pretest took place over a 3-week period from 12 to 30 November 2018. Most of the
participants had previous experience carrying out SLDHS surveys or the Sierra Leone Malaria Indicator
Survey (SLMIS). The idea behind having the data processing staff participate in the pretest was to
familiarise them with the CAPI system.

The training was conducted by ICF staff who focused on the technical components of the survey,
biomarkers, and the CAPI data collection system. Training topics highlighted key components of the
survey, interview techniques and procedures for completing the SLDHS questionnaires, and administration
of interviews using the CAPI system. The biomarker training included orientation on collecting height and
weight data, testing for anaemia and HIV, and standardisation procedures for anthropometry. The
participants worked in groups using various training techniques, including interactive question-and-answer
sessions, case studies, and role-plays. Before starting the fieldwork, the participants were given ample
opportunities to practice the questionnaires and to practice collection of biomarker data among women and
children. The participants administered the questionnaires in the field, provided feedback on the content
and language of the questionnaires, tested the CAPI software programme, commented on the biomarker
procedure, and learned various training techniques.

The fieldwork for the pretest was carried out in communities that spoke English, Creole, Temne, Mende,
and Limba. Each team carried out the pretest in an urban and a rural location, completing six clusters in
total. Following the fieldwork, a debriefing session was held with the pretest field staff, and modifications
to the questionnaires were made based on lessons drawn from the pretest exercise.

1.6 TRAINING OF FIELD STAFF

During the main training, biomarker training was held for the HIV counsellors and nurses from 24 April to
8 May 2019. The training was facilitated by the ICF team and supported by the trainers who were trained
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during the pretest. A total of 24 nurses and 24 HIV counsellors were trained on biomarker data collection
and recording. This included training on anthropometry, use of rapid test Kits to test for anaemia, and HIV
testing and preparation of dried blood spot samples.

The training utilised a variety of different learning tools. Plenary lectures were held on the technical
aspects of biomarker collection, and other tools included video and hands-on demonstrations on the
process of biomarker collection, instructions on how to fill out the questionnaire and transmittal sheets, and
instructions on data quality procedures. In addition, break-out sessions were held daily during which
trainees had the opportunity for hands-on practice with both adults and children. A total of four
anthropometry standardisation exercises with 90 children (45 under age 2 and 45 over age 2) were
undertaken. Following the standardisation exercises, the results were presented. General observations on
accuracy (difference between the reference value and the participant’s value) and precision (difference
between the first and second readings) were discussed.

The field coordinators were trained on the use of the biomarker checklist. Also implemented were random
re-measurements for quality assurance and re-visitation of households for re-measurements in flagged
cases involving children whose Z-score values were less than -3 or greater than 3. A 2-day field practice
was conducted.

The main training for the 2019 SLDHS started on 31 March 2019 and lasted until 8 May 2019. The
training included 4 weeks of orientation on data collection instruments and procedures followed by field
practice. The 320 participants in the main training were selected through a nationwide strict vetting
process; 180 of these 320 participants qualified for the second phase of the main training.

Twenty-four coordinators from Stats SL who had participated in the pretest training and training of trainers
facilitated the training. ICF staff provided technical support during the training sessions. The participants
were divided into four classrooms of about 45 participants each with at least three facilitators in each

room. The training sessions included discussions of concepts, procedures, and methodologies for
conducting the survey. Participants were guided through the questionnaires using various training
techniques such as role-plays, age probing in pairs, group discussion, in-class exercises, case studies, and
presentations. Training also included discussions of the CAPI system and demonstrations of the CAPI
DHS menus and how to conduct interviews through the system.

Participants were evaluated through in-class exercises, quizzes, and observations made during field
practice. Ultimately, 24 supervisors and 24 field editors were identified based on their performance.
Similarly, 24 male interviewers and 48 female interviewers were selected to serve as enumerators, while
the rest were kept as reserves. Twenty-four HIV counsellors and 24 nurses were also selected to participate
in the survey based on their performance during the biomarker training.

The team supervisors received additional training on providing logistical support, managing the field
teams, observing interviews, keeping an inventory of supplies, and collecting biomarker data. They were
also trained on implementing the biomarker checklist to carry out data quality assurance.

The field editors received additional training on performing supervisory activities with the CAPI system,
data quality control procedures, fieldwork coordination, and management. The field editors were trained
on assigning households and receiving completed interviews from the interviewers, recognising and
dealing with error messages, receiving system updates and distributing updates to interviewers, entering
biomarker questionnaires, re-measuring and revisiting of questionnaires and the biomarker checklist,
resolving duplicated cases, and closing clusters. They were also trained on transferring interviews to the
central office via the secure internet file streaming system (IFSS) developed by The DHS Program.

Six quality controllers for biomarker data collection were identified from among the trainees who
underwent the pretest training and facilitated the main training, and they received additional training on
supporting the teams and monitoring fieldwork through the biomarker checklist.
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1.7 FIELDWORK

The fieldwork for the 2019 SLDHS was launched under close supervision on 15 May 2019 in clusters in
Freetown. Twenty-four teams, each consisting of one supervisor, one field editor, one male interviewer,
two female interviewers, one HIV counsellor, and one nurse, were assigned across the different clusters in
Freetown. The teams were closely monitored by the coordinators and the biomarker monitors. After
completion of the fieldwork in Freetown in the first week, teams were brought back to the Stats SL office
in Freetown for a review session in which the teams had an opportunity to clarify issues and ask questions.
The teams were then dispatched to their assigned provinces. Data collection lasted until 31 August 2019.
The fieldwork in some provinces took longer than expected due to the various perceptions of the Ebola
outbreak and its relationship to SLDHS data collection.

Fieldwork monitoring was an integral part of the 2019 SLDHS, and several rounds of monitoring were
carried out by the Stats SL and MOHS core team, the coordinators from Stats SL, and ICF staff. The
monitors were provided with guidelines for overseeing the fieldwork. Weekly field check tables were
generated from the completed interviews sent to the central office to monitor fieldwork progress, and
regular feedback was sent to the teams.

1.8 DATA PROCESSING

The processing of the 2019 SLDHS data began almost as soon as the fieldwork started. As data collection
was completed in each cluster, all electronic data files were transferred via the IFSS to the Stats SL central
office in Freetown. These data files were registered and checked for inconsistencies, incompleteness, and
outliers. The field teams received alerts on any inconsistencies and errors. Secondary editing, carried out in
the central office, involved resolving inconsistencies and coding open-ended questions. The Stats SL data
processor coordinated the exercise at the central office. The biomarker paper questionnaires were
compared with electronic data files to check for any inconsistencies in data entry. Data entry and editing
were carried out using the CSPro Systems software package. Concurrent processing of the data offered a
distinct advantage because it maximised the likelihood of the data being error-free and accurate. Timely
generation of field check tables allowed for effective monitoring. The secondary editing of the data was
completed in mid-October 2019.

Throughout this report, numbers in the tables reflect weighted numbers. Percentages based on 25 to 49
unweighted cases are shown in parentheses. Percentages based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases are
suppressed and replaced with an asterisk to caution readers when interpreting data that a percentage based
on fewer than 50 cases may not be statistically reliable.

1.9 RESPONSE RATES

Table 1.1 shows response rates for the 2019 SLDHS. A total of 13,793 households were selected for the
sample, of which 13,602 were occupied. Of the occupied households, 13,399 were successfully
interviewed, yielding a response rate of 99%. In the interviewed households, 16,099 women age 15-49
were identified for individual interviews; interviews were completed with 15,574 women, yielding a
response rate of 97%. In the subsample of households selected for the male survey, 7,429 men age 15-59
were identified, and 7,197 were successfully interviewed, yielding a response rate of 97%.
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Table 1.1 Results of the household and individual interviews

Number of households, number of interviews, and response rates, according

to residence (unweighted), Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Residence
Result Urban Rural Total
Household interviews
Households selected 5,136 8,657 13,793
Households occupied 5,033 8,569 13,602
Households interviewed 4,976 8,423 13,399
Household response rate* 98.9 98.3 98.5
Interviews with women age 15-49
Number of eligible women 6,560 9,539 16,099
Number of eligible women interviewed 6,399 9,175 15,574
Eligible women response rate? 97.5 96.2 96.7
Household interviews in subsample
Households selected 2,568 4,329 6,897
Households occupied 2,514 4,289 6,803
Households interviewed 2,488 4,224 6,712
Household response rate in subsample* 99.0 98.5 98.7
Interviews with men age 15-59
Number of eligible men 2,964 4,465 7,429
Number of eligible men interviewed 2,854 4,343 7,197
Eligible men response rate? 96.3 97.3 96.9

1 Households interviewed/households occupied
2 Respondents interviewed/eligible respondents
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS AND 2
HOUSEHOLD POPULATION

Key Findings

= Drinking water: Overall, 67% of households have
access to an improved source of drinking water (92% in
urban areas and 49% in rural areas).

= Availability of water: 58% of households using piped
water or water from a tube well or borehole reported
having water available to them without an interruption of
at least 1 day.

= Sanitation: 55% of households use an improved
sanitation facility.

= Electricity: 23% of households have electricity (51% of
urban households and 2% of rural households).

= Orphans: 12% of children under age 18 are orphans
(i.e., one or both parents are dead). Twenty-eight percent
of children do not live with a biological parent.

= Birth registration: 90% of children under age 5 have
their births registered with the civil authorities; among
these children, 31% have a birth certificate.

= Education: Overall, 39% of females and 29% of males in
Sierra Leone have no education.

= School attendance: The net attendance ratio (NAR) is
87% at the primary level and 45% at the secondary level.
|

nformation on the socioeconomic characteristics of the household population in the 2019 SLDHS

provides a context to interpret demographic and health indicators and can furnish an approximate

indication of the representativeness of the survey. In addition, this information sheds light on the living
conditions of the population.

This chapter presents information on sources of drinking water, sanitation, exposure to smoke inside the
home, wealth, handwashing, household population and composition, educational attainment, school
attendance, birth registration, and family living arrangements.

2.1 DRINKING WATER SOURCES AND TREATMENT

Improved sources of drinking water

Include piped water, public taps, standpipes, tube wells, boreholes, protected
dug wells and springs, rainwater, water delivered via a tanker truck or a cart
with a small tank, and bottled water.

Sample: Households
In Sierra Leone, 67% of households have access to an improved source of drinking water, 92% in urban

areas and 49% in rural areas (Table 2.1.1). Urban and rural households rely on similar sources of drinking
water. The three most common improved sources of drinking water in both urban and rural households are
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protected dug wells (30% in urban and 13% in rural households), tube wells or boreholes (11% in urban
and 24% in rural households), and public taps/standpipes (21% in urban and 8% in rural households)

(Figure 2.1).
Unimproved water sources are Figure 2.1 Household drinking water by residence
unprotected dug wells, unprotected Percent distribution of households by source
springs, and surface water. Overall, of drinking water ,
s m Unimproved source

33% of households in Sierra Leone 8 |
still obtain their drinking water
from unimproved sources. Fifty- 33 17 Other improved
one percent of households in rural 51 E;ﬂlilg?ctg:ijbottle)
areas depend on water from 9 Protected well or
unimproved sources, as compared 32 spring
with 8% of households in urban 22 Tube well or borehole
areas. 11 14

18 ® Public tap/standpipe

By district, the percentage of
households with access to an
improved source of drinking water ® Piped water into

is highest in Western Area Urban dwelling/yard/plot/

(98%) and lowest in Moyamba Total Urban Rural neighbour's yard
(33%) (Figure 2.2). Access to an improved Figure 2.2 Improved water source by district
source of drinking water is most common _ _

idents in the hiahest wealth Percentage of households with improved source of drinking
among resi g water

quintile and least common among those in
the lowest quintile (96% and 30%,

respectively). ==
Western K:;eo /ne
Area Urban ° .
o of Koinadugu

66%

Tonkolili

Western
Area
Rural
90% i TR
() 33%-50% (%
) 51% - 67%
@ 68% - 82%
@ 83% - 98%

Pujehun
66%

Basic drinking water service

Drinking water from an improved source, provided either water is on the
premises or round-trip collection time is 30 minutes or less.

Sample: De jure population
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Limited drinking water service
Drinking water from an improved source, and round-trip collection time is more
than 30 minutes.

Sample: De jure population

Clean water is a basic need for human life; 56% of Sierra Leone’s population has basic drinking water
service (74% of the urban population and 44% of the rural population) (Table 2.1.1). Only 28% of the
population in the lowest wealth quintile has basic drinking water service (Table 2.1.2).

Fetching drinking water is an additional chore that can be of great cost to household members, depending
on the time spent to obtain it. Fifty-three percent of urban households and 75% of rural households report
having to travel 30 minutes or less to access a source of drinking water (Table 2.1.1). Overall, 9% of
households in Sierra Leone have limited drinking water service (17% in urban areas and 4% in rural areas).

Most households in Sierra Leone (74%) report that they do not treat their water prior to drinking. Eighteen
percent of households use an appropriate treatment method, 25% in urban areas and 13% in rural areas.
Appropriate treatment methods include boiling, adding bleach or chlorine, straining through cloth, solar
disinfecting, and filtering through ceramic, sand, or other filters (Table 2.1.3).

Table 2.2 shows the percentage of households using piped water or water from a tube well or borehole that
reported availability of water in the last 2 weeks. Fifty-eight percent of households in Sierra Leone
reported having water with no interruption of at least 1 day in the 2 weeks before the survey. Seventy-four
percent of rural households had availability with no interruption of at least 1 day, as compared with 43% of
urban households. Urban households were more likely than rural households to report not having water
available for at least 1 day (56% and 26%, respectively) (Table 2.2).

2.2 SANITATION

Improved toilet facilities

Flush/pour flush toilets that flush water and waste to a piped sewer system,
septic tank, pit latrine, or an unknown destination; ventilated improved pit (VIP)
latrines; pit latrines with slabs; or composting toilets.

Sample: Households

Table 2.3.1 provides an overview of the types of Figure 2.3 Household toilet facilities by
sanitation facilities available in the surveyed residence
householt_js at the time of data coIIect!on. Overall,_ Percent distribution of households by type
55% of Sierra Leone households use improved toilet of toilet facilities
facilities, 84% in urban areas and 33% in rural areas 1
(Table 2.3.1 and Figure 2.3). A pit latrine with a 12 = No facility/
slab is the most common type of improved sanitation bush/field
facility, used by 42% of households (60% in urban 26
areas and 29% in rural areas). This is followed by 37 Unimproved
flush/pour flush toilets that flush to a septic tank 84 facility
(6%0); 14% of households in urban areas use this type 55 oroved fail
of facility, as compared with only 1% of households 33 proved faility
in rural areas. Among rural households, 37% use
unimproved toilet facilities, most commonly pit

Total Urban Rural

latrines without slabs (34%). Open defecation is still
widespread in Sierra Leone, with 19% of households
(30% of rural households and 4% of urban
households) engaging in this practice.

Housing Characteristics and Household Population * 11



Basic sanitation service
Use of improved facilities that are not shared with other households.
Sample: De jure population

With respect to location of toilet facility, 8% of households in Sierra Leone have their toilet facility in their
own dwelling (15% of urban households and 2% of rural households). Sixteen percent of households have
basic sanitation service (28% of urban households and 7% of rural households) (Table 2.3.1).

Limited sanitation service
Use of improved facilities shared by two or more households.
Sample: De jure population

Thirty-eight percent of households in Sierra Leone have limited sanitation service. Fifty-five percent of
urban households use improved facilities shared by two or more households, as compared with only 25%
of rural households.

Overall, 55% of Sierra Leone’s population has access to an improved sanitation facility, while 27% has
access to an unimproved facility. Eighteen percent of the population engages in open defecation.

Patterns by background characteristics:

= Open defecation is most common in the Southern province (41%) and least common in the Western
Area (3%) (Table 2.3.2).

=  The percentage of households with access to an improved sanitation facility is highest in the Western
Area (89%) and lowest in the Northern province (37%).

= By district, access to an improved sanitation facility is highest among households in Western Area
Urban (91%) and lowest among households in Tonkolili (30%).

= Twelve percent of households in the Eastern province and 13% in the Northern province have basic
sanitation service, the lowest percentages among the provinces.

= Four percent of households in Pujehun have basic sanitation service, the lowest percentage among the
districts.

= Asexpected, access to an improved sanitation facility is most common among households in the
highest wealth quintile (94%) and least common among households in the lowest quintile (11%).

2.3 EXPOSURE TO SMOKE INSIDE THE HOME

Exposure to smoke inside the home, from either cooking with solid fuels or smoking tobacco, has
potentially harmful health effects. In Sierra Leone, 97% of households use some type of solid fuel for
cooking, with 64% using wood (Table 2.4). Exposure to cooking smoke is greater when cooking takes
place inside the house rather than in a separate building or outdoors. In 3% of households, cooking is done
in the house (6% in urban areas and 1% in rural areas). In 26% of households, someone smokes inside the
house on a daily basis. Overall, only 1% of households in Sierra Leone use clean fuel for cooking.

Other Housing Characteristics

The 2019 SLDHS also collected data on access to electricity, flooring materials, and the number of rooms
used for sleeping. Twenty-three percent of households in Sierra Leone have access to electricity (51% in
urban areas and 2% in rural areas) (Table 2.4). Sixty-four percent of urban households and 30% of rural
households use cement flooring in their dwellings.
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2.4 HoOUSEHOLD WEALTH
Household Durable Goods

The survey also collected information on household effects, means of transportation, and ownership of
agricultural land and farm animals. In general, urban households are more likely than rural households to
possess household effects. The most commonly found item in all households is a mobile phone (73%);
93% of urban and 58% of rural households own a mobile phone. The second most common household
possession is a radio (55%). As expected, rural households are more likely than urban households to own
agricultural land and farm animals. Seventy-eight percent of rural households own agricultural land, as
compared with 20% of urban households (Table 2.5). Overall, 52% of households in Sierra Leone own
farm animals, 66% of rural households and 34% of urban households.

Wealth Index

Wealth index

Households are given scores based on the number and kinds of consumer
goods they own, ranging from a television to a bicycle or car, and housing
characteristics such as source of drinking water, toilet facilities, and flooring
materials. These scores are derived using principal component analysis.
National wealth quintiles are compiled by assigning the household score to
each usual (de jure) household member, ranking each person in the
household population by her or his score, and then dividing the distribution into
five equal categories, each comprising 20% of the population.

Sample: Households

Table 2.6 shows that the wealthiest households are Figure 2.4 Household wealth by

concentrated in urban areas (46%); only 2% of the residence

wealthiest households are in rurz_al areas (Figure 2.4). Percent distribution of de jure population

The Western Area has a much higher percentage of by wealth quintiles

households in the highest wealth quintile (65%) than 6/2

the North West and Southern provinces (6% and 8%,

respectively). By district, Western Area Urban has 46 27

the highest percentage of households in the Highest

wealthiest quintile (84%). Fourth

Middle

2.5 HANDWASHING 40 = Second

| | owest

To obtain information on handwashing practices,

interviewers asked to see the place where members 11
of the household most often wash their hands. Urban
Interviewers were able to observe a place for
handwashing in 42% of households (42% in urban
areas and 43% in rural areas) (Table 2.7). Overall, 7% of households have a fixed place for handwashing,
while 35% of households have a mobile place for handwashing. Fifty-three percent of households had soap
and 75% had water available. Cleansing agents other than soap were available in 4% of households.

Rural

Note: May not add to 100% due to rounding.

The availability of water varies across provinces, from a low of 63% in the Western Area to a high of 89%
in the Southern province. Fifty-five percent of households in the highest wealth quintile had soap available
for handwashing; however, these households were least likely to have water available (71%).
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2.6 HOUSEHOLD POPULATION AND COMPOSITION

Household

A person or group of related or unrelated persons who live together in the
same dwelling unit(s), who acknowledge one adult male or female as the head
of the household, who share the same housekeeping arrangements, and who
are considered a single unit.

De facto population

All persons who stayed in the selected households the night before the
interview (whether usual residents or visitors).

De jure population
All persons who are usual residents of the selected households, whether or
not they stayed in the household the night before the interview.

How data are calculated
All tables are based on the de facto population unless otherwise specified.

Household composition and population data provide information on the demographic and socioeconomic
characteristics of the households and respondents surveyed in terms of age, sex, educational attainment,
and place of residence.

Household information was Figure 2.5 Population pyramid
collected for a total of 69,717

s . Percent distribution of the household population
individuals in the 13,399

interviewed households; 48% of Ag%i

these individuals were male and 75-79

52% were female, yielding a sex gg:gg

ratio (number of males per 100 60-64

females) of 94. 55-59
50-54 Male Female

Forty-four percent of individuals 45-49

; 40-44

are in the 0-14 dependency age 3539

group, while 4% are in the 65 and 30-34

25-29

above dependency age group o4

(Table 2.8). Fifty-one percent of 15-19
the population is in the 15-64 age 10-14

group. Children age 0-17 form the 59
bulk of the population (51%). The <5
broad base of the population 20 16 12 8 4 0 4 8 12 16 20

pyramid shows that Sierra Leone’s population is typical of countries with a high fertility rate and low life
expectancy (Figure 2.5).

The average household size in Sierra Leone is 5.3 persons. Urban households are slightly smaller than
rural households (5.1 persons versus 5.4 persons). A majority of the households in Sierra Leone are headed
by men (73%) (Table 2.9).

2.7 CHILDREN’S LIVING ARRANGEMENTS AND PARENTAL SURVIVAL

Orphan
A child with one or both parents who are dead.
Sample: Children under age 18
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Table 2.10 presents the percent distribution of children under age 18 by living arrangements and survival
status of parents. Twenty-eight percent of children under age 18 do not live with a biological parent, while
12% are orphans (i.e., one or both parents are dead).

Among children less than age 2, 4% were not living with their parents at the time of the interview, and 2%
had lost one or both parents. The percentage of children who are orphans rises rapidly with age, from 5%
among those age 2-4 to 22% among those age 15-17. The Eastern, Western Area, North West and
Northern provinces have the highest percentage of children who are orphans (12% each), while the
Southern province has the lowest percentage (9%). Thirty percent of females under age 18 are not living
with a biological parent, as compared with 26% of males in the same age group. Twelve percent of females
and 11% of males under age 18 are orphans.

2.8 BIRTH REGISTRATION

Registered birth

Child has a birth certificate or child does not have a birth certificate, but his/her
birth is registered with the civil authorities.

Sample: De jure children under age 5

Table 2.11 presents information on birth registration of children under age 5. Birth registration is the
documentation of the facts of each birth into an official log book kept at the registrar’s office. According to
the Births and Deaths Registration Act of 1983, registration of births and deaths is compulsory in all cases
in Sierra Leone. The National Office of Births and Deaths of Sierra Leone’s Ministry of Health and
Sanitation is responsible for registering these important events nationwide. Information was collected in
the household interview whereby respondents were asked if children under age 5 residing in the household
have been registered. At the time of the survey, 90% of children under age 5 were registered with the civil
authorities (93% of children under age 2 and 89% of children between age 2 and 4) and among these
children, 31% have a birth certificate. Children in urban areas are more likely than rural children to have
their births registered (93% versus 89%). By sex, birth registration is slightly higher among girls (91%)
than among boys (90%).

The percentage of children whose births are Figure 2.6 Birth registration by
registered increases with increasing household household wealth

wealth. Eighty-nine pfarc.ent of chlldrgn In the lowest Percentage of de jure children under
and second wealth quintiles have their births age 5 whose births are registered with
registered, as compared with 93% of children in the the civil authorities

highest wealth quintile (Figure 2.6).

89 89 91 92 93
Trends: The percentage of children who had their
births registered increased from 77% in 2013 to 90%
in 2019.

2.9 EDUCATION Lowest Second Middle Fourth  Highest
Poorest > Wealthiest

2.9.1 Educational Attainment

Median educational attainment

Half of the population has completed less than the median number of years of
schooling, and half of the population has completed more than the median
number of years of schooling.

Sample: De facto household population age 6 and older
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Education is one of the most important aspects of social and economic development. Education improves
capabilities and is strongly associated with various socioeconomic variables such as lifestyle, income, and
fertility for both individuals and societies. Overall, 39% of females and 29% of males in Sierra Leone have
no education (Table 2.12.1 and Table 2.12.2). Thirty-one percent of females and 32% of males age 6 or
older have attended some primary school; however, only 4% of females and 3% of males have completed a
primary education. The median number of years of schooling is 1.2 for women and 2.8 for men.

Trends: The percentage of females age 6 and over with no education has decreased since 2013, from 51%
to 39%. A similar pattern is observed among males, with a reduction from 41% to 29%.

Patterns by background characteristics

= Urban residents are much more likely than rural residents to be educated. Twenty-five percent of
females age 6 and older in urban areas have no education, as compared with 50% of females in rural
areas. The proportions among males are 16% and 38%, respectively.

= Ten percent of women in the highest wealth quintile have more than a secondary education, while 18%
have no education. In the lowest quintile, 57% of women have no education and none have more than
a secondary education.

2.9.2 School Attendance

Net attendance ratio (NAR)

Percentage of the school-age population that attends primary or secondary
school.

Sample: Children age 6-11 for primary school NAR and children age 12-17 for
secondary school NAR

Gross attendance ratio (GAR)

The total number of children attending primary school divided by the official
primary school-age population and the total number of children attending
secondary school divided by the official secondary school-age population.

Sample: Children age 6-11 for primary school GAR and children age 12-17 for
secondary school GAR

The primary school net attendance ratio (NAR) for children age 6-11 is 87% (89% for girls and 85% for
boys). The secondary NAR drops drastically to 44% among girls and 46% among boys (Table 2.13).

Patterns by background characteristics

= There is a substantial difference in the primary school NAR between urban and rural areas (90% and
85%, respectively). The difference increases at the secondary school level (61% in urban areas and
31% in rural areas).

=  The primary school NAR is highest in the Eastern province (90%) and lowest in the Southern province
(85%), while the secondary NAR is highest in the Western Area (62%) and lowest in the Southern
province (33%).

= At the district level, the primary school NAR is highest in Kailahun (92%) and lowest in Falaba
(75%). The secondary NAR is highest in Western Area Urban (67%) and lowest in Pujehun (27%).
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= The NAR increases with increasing household Figure 2.7 Secondary school attendance

wealth, especially at the secondary school level. by household wealth
The overall secondar-y NAR rises from 22_% in Net attendance ratio for secondary school
the lowest wealth quintile to 67% in the highest among children age 12-17

quintile. Among girls, the secondary NAR B Girls ®Boys

increases from 22% in the lowest quintile to
56 56
37 41
T .I II

65% in the highest quintile (Table 2.13 and
Lowest Second Middle Fourth  Highest

Figure 2.7).
Poorest > Wealthiest

Gender parity index (GPI)

The ratio of female to male students attending primary school and the ratio of
female to male students attending secondary school. The index reflects the
magnitude of the gender gap.

Sample: Primary school students and secondary school students

The gross attendance ratio (GAR) and gender parity index (GPI) are also presented in Table 2.13. A
primary school GAR value of more than 100% means that a significant number of primary school students
are not of the official primary school age. In Sierra Leone, the GAR is 128% at the primary level (131%
for females and 125% for males) and 72% at the secondary level (70% for females and 75% for males).

A GPI of 1 indicates parity or equality between male and female school participation ratios. A GPI lower
than 1 indicates a gender disparity in favour of males, with a higher proportion of males than females
attending the specified level of schooling. A GPI higher than 1 indicates a gender disparity in favour of
females. In Sierra Leone, the GPI is 1.05 at the primary school level (indicating that more girls than boys
attend primary school) and 0.93 at the secondary school level (indicating the reverse).
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Table 2.1.1 Household drinking water

Percent distribution of households and de jure population by source of drinking water and by time to obtain drinking water, percentage of households
and de jure population with basic drinking water service, and percentage with limited drinking water service, according to residence, Sierra Leone DHS

2019
Households Population
Characteristic Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total
Source of drinking water
Improved source 91.9 48.7 67.0 91.1 48.2 65.9
Piped into dwelling/yard/plot 3.9 0.4 1.9 3.7 0.4 1.7
Piped to neighbour 6.1 0.9 3.1 5.7 0.9 2.9
Public tap/standpipe 211 7.5 13.3 21.0 7.7 13.2
Tube well or borehole 11.2 235 18.3 12.0 22.6 18.2
Protected dug well 30.1 13.4 20.5 33.1 13.8 21.8
Protected spring 2.3 0.9 15 2.4 0.9 15
Rainwater 1.3 1.8 1.6 1.4 1.7 1.6
Tanker truck/cart with small tank 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.2
Sachet/bottled water 15.5 0.3 6.7 11.6 0.2 4.9
Unimproved source 8.1 51.3 33.0 8.9 51.8 34.1
Unprotected dug well 4.5 9.5 7.4 5.0 9.6 7.7
Unprotected spring 21 13.2 8.5 2.3 13.1 8.6
Surface water 15 28.6 17.1 1.7 29.0 17.8
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Time to obtain drinking water (round
trip)
Water on premises! 28.0 8.1 16.5 28.3 8.4 16.6
30 minutes or less 52.5 75.4 65.7 52.3 74.8 65.5
More than 30 minutes 18.9 16.3 17.4 18.8 16.7 17.6
Don’t know/missing 0.6 0.2 0.3 0.6 0.2 0.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Percentage with basic drinking water
service? 745 44.6 57.3 73.9 43.9 56.3
Percentage with limited drinking water
service® 16.8 4.0 9.4 16.6 4.3 9.3
Number of households/population 5,680 7,719 13,399 29,210 41,642 70,852

! Includes water piped to a neighbour and those reporting a round-trip collection time of zero minutes

2 Defined as drinking water from an improved source, provided either water is on the premises or round-trip collection time is 30 minutes or less. Includes
safely managed drinking water, which is not shown separately.

3 Drinking water from an improved source, and round-trip collection time is more than 30 minutes.
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Table 2.1.2 Drinking water according to province, district and wealth

Percent distribution of de jure population by drinking water source, percentage of de jure population with basic drinking water service, and percentage
with limited drinking water service, according to province and wealth quintile, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Improved source  Unimproved Percentage with Percentage with
Background of drinking source of basic drinking  limited drinking Number of
characteristic water® drinking water? Total water service® water service* persons
Province
Eastern 66.1 339 100.0 56.9 9.2 15,107
Northern 57.9 42.1 100.0 53.6 4.2 14,544
North West 47.0 53.0 100.0 41.2 55 12,517
Southern 60.3 39.7 100.0 56.4 3.8 13,974
Western Area 95.0 5.0 100.0 70.9 23.2 14,711
District
Kailahun 56.8 43.2 100.0 50.7 6.1 3,592
Kenema 735 26.5 100.0 66.3 7.3 7,003
Kono 61.9 38.1 100.0 47.4 14.5 4,513
Bombali 71.0 29.0 100.0 65.0 5.7 4,994
Falaba 53.9 46.1 100.0 39.5 14.2 1,773
Koinadugu 65.5 345 100.0 63.6 1.9 2,054
Tonkolili 45.0 55.0 100.0 44.5 0.5 5,723
Kambia 45.1 54.9 100.0 39.7 5.1 4,553
Karene 48.5 51.5 100.0 40.4 8.0 2,378
Port Loko 47.9 52.1 100.0 42.7 4.7 5,586
Bo 79.3 20.7 100.0 75.0 4.3 5,857
Bonthe 47.8 52.2 100.0 46.8 0.8 2,289
Moyamba 33.0 67.0 100.0 32.2 0.7 3,486
Pujehun 65.6 34.4 100.0 55.4 10.1 2,342
Western Area Rural 90.4 9.6 100.0 79.2 11.0 5,657
Western Area Urban 97.9 2.1 100.0 65.7 30.8 9,054
Wealth quintile
Lowest 29.6 70.4 100.0 27.8 1.8 14,142
Second 511 48.9 100.0 46.6 4.4 14,197
Middle 64.1 35.9 100.0 56.3 7.6 14,170
Fourth 88.7 11.3 100.0 76.8 11.6 14,173
Highest 95.9 4.1 100.0 73.8 21.3 14,171
Total 65.9 34.1 100.0 56.3 9.3 70,852

1 See Table 2.1.1 for definition of an improved source.

2 See Table 2.1.1 for definition of an unimproved source.

3 Defined as drinking water from an improved source, provided either water is on the premises or round-trip collection time is 30 minutes or less. Includes
safely managed drinking water, which is not shown separately.

4 Drinking water from an improved source, and round-trip collection time is more than 30 minutes.

Table 2.1.3 Treatment of household drinking water

Percentage of households and de jure population using various methods to treat drinking water, and percentage using an appropriate treatment method,
according to residence, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Households Population

Water treatment method Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total
Boil 2.6 1.6 2.0 2.7 1.7 2.1
Bleach/chlorine added 22.2 12.0 16.3 245 11.7 17.0
Strain through cloth 5.0 3.3 4.0 5.4 3.7 4.4
Ceramic, sand, or other filter 0.8 0.5 0.6 0.8 0.5 0.6
Solar disinfection 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1
Let stand and settle 3.3 4.7 4.1 3.7 4.5 4.2
Other 0.7 0.4 0.6 0.8 0.5 0.6
No treatment 64.8 80.6 73.9 62.5 80.8 73.3
Percentage using an appropriate

treatment method? 25.0 13.4 18.3 27.1 13.1 18.9
Number of households/population 5,680 7,719 13,399 29,210 41,642 70,852

Note: Respondents may report multiple treatment methods, so the sum of treatment may exceed 100%.
1 Appropriate water treatment methods are boiling, bleaching, filtering, and solar disinfecting.
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Table 2.2 Availability of water

Percent distribution of households and de jure population using piped water or water from a tube well or borehole, by availability of water in the last 2
weeks, according to residence, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Households Population

Availability of water in last 2 weeks Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total
Not available for at least 1 day 56.4 25.9 42.0 53.9 26.0 40.3
Available with no interruption of at least

1 day 42.8 74.1 57.6 45.4 73.9 59.4
Don’t know/missing 0.8 0.0 0.4 0.6 0.1 0.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of households/population using

piped water or water from a tube well* 2,800 2,502 5,303 13,752 13,166 26,919

! Includes households/population reporting piped water or water from a tube well or borehole as their main source of drinking water and
households/population reporting bottled water as their main source of drinking water if their main source of water for cooking and handwashing is piped
water or water from a tube well or borehole

Table 2.3.1 Household sanitation facilities

Percent distribution of households and de jure population by type of toilet/latrine facilities, percent distribution of households and de jure population with
a toilet/latrine facility by location of the facility, percentage of households and de jure population with basic sanitation service, and percentage with limited
sanitation service, according to residence, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Households Population

Type and location of toilet/latrine facility Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total
Improved sanitation facility 84.1 32.7 54.5 84.2 33.8 54.6

Flush/pour flush to piped sewer

system 0.9 0.0 0.4 0.8 0.0 0.3

Flush/pour flush to septic tank 13.7 0.8 6.3 13.5 0.8 6.0

Flush/pour flush to pit latrine 6.4 0.4 2.9 6.2 0.5 2.8

Flush/pour flush, don’t know where 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Ventilated improved pit (VIP) latrine 2.7 1.3 1.9 3.2 1.4 2.1

Pit latrine with slab 60.1 28.5 41.9 60.2 29.6 42.2

Composting toilet 0.3 1.6 1.0 0.3 1.6 1.1
Unimproved sanitation facility 11.7 37.1 26.4 12.1 38.2 27.4

Flush/pour flush not to sewer/septic

tank/pit latrine 0.7 0.0 0.3 0.5 0.0 0.2

Pit latrine without slab/open pit 9.8 33.5 23.4 104 34.7 24.7

Bucket 0.4 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.1 0.2

Hanging toilet/hanging latrine 0.9 3.6 2.4 0.8 3.5 2.4
Open defecation (no facility/bush/

field) 4.2 30.2 19.2 3.7 28.0 18.0

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Number of households/population 5,680 7,719 13,399 29,210 41,642 70,852
Location of toilet facility

In own dwelling 14.5 1.7 8.1 14.4 1.6 7.8

In own yard/plot 73.6 70.4 72.0 74.7 73.4 74.1

Elsewhere 11.9 27.9 19.8 10.8 24.9 18.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of households/population with a

toilet/latrine facility 5,442 5,387 10,829 28,137 29,984 58,121
Percentage with basic sanitation

servicet 28.3 7.4 16.3 32.8 8.6 18.5
Percentage with limited sanitation

service? 55.4 24.9 37.8 51.0 24.9 35.6
Number of households/population 5,680 7,719 13,399 29,210 41,642 70,852

1 Defined as use of improved facilities that are not shared with other households. Includes safely managed sanitation service, which is not shown
separately.
2 Defined as use of improved facilities shared by 2 or more households
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Table 2.3.2 Sanitation facility type according to province, district and wealth

Percent distribution of de jure population by type of sanitation, percentage of de jure population with basic sanitation service, and percentage with limited sanitation service,
according to province and wealth quintile, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Type of sanitation

Improved Percentage with Percentage with
Background sanitation Unimproved basic sanitation limited sanitation Number of
characteristic facility* sanitation facility? Open defecation Total service® service? persons
Province
Eastern 48.6 27.8 23.6 100.0 11.7 36.8 15,107
Northern 36.9 53.0 10.0 100.0 12.6 24.1 14,544
North West 55.4 32.3 12.3 100.0 16.8 38.6 12,517
Southern 42.9 16.0 41.1 100.0 14.0 27.8 13,974
Western Area 88.7 8.5 2.8 100.0 37.2 50.9 14,711
District
Kailahun 37.4 11.2 51.4 100.0 7.6 29.7 3,592
Kenema 50.8 26.7 225 100.0 14.8 35.9 7,003
Kono 54.0 42.7 3.3 100.0 10.3 43.7 4,513
Bombali 45.3 48.6 6.1 100.0 16.0 29.1 4,994
Falaba 41.1 49.0 9.9 100.0 9.4 31.6 1,773
Koinadugu 33.8 63.3 2.8 100.0 12.0 21.8 2,054
Tonkolili 295 54.3 16.2 100.0 10.7 18.2 5,723
Kambia 64.9 30.0 51 100.0 23.4 41.5 4,553
Karene 44.1 50.2 5.7 100.0 14.3 29.8 2,378
Port Loko 52.4 26.6 20.9 100.0 12.5 39.9 5,586
Bo 49.8 9.1 41.1 100.0 15.7 315 5,857
Bonthe 37.3 21.7 41.1 100.0 11.1 25.8 2,289
Moyamba 334 15.8 50.7 100.0 19.7 13.8 3,486
Pujehun 452 27.8 27.0 100.0 4.1 41.1 2,342
Western Area Rural 84.7 12.5 2.8 100.0 43.8 39.9 5,657
Western Area Urban 911 6.1 2.8 100.0 33.1 57.7 9,054
Wealth quintile
Lowest 10.8 415 47.6 100.0 2.2 8.6 14,142
Second 33.0 44.0 23.0 100.0 6.5 26.2 14,197
Middle 53.2 31.9 14.9 100.0 12.1 40.5 14,170
Fourth 82.2 15.0 2.8 100.0 26.7 54.7 14,173
Highest 93.7 4.8 1.5 100.0 45.4 48.0 14,171
Total 54.6 27.4 18.0 100.0 18.5 35.6 70,852

1 See Table 2.3.1 for definition of an improved facility.

2 See Table 2.3.1 for definition of an unimproved facility.

3 Defined as use of improved facilities that are not shared with other households. Includes safely managed sanitation service, which is not shown separately.
4 Defined as use of improved facilities shared by 2 or more households
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Table 2.4 Household characteristics

Percent distribution of households and de jure population by housing characteristics, percentage using solid fuel for cooking, percentage using
clean fuel for cooking, and percent distribution by frequency of smoking in the home, according to residence, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Households Population
Housing
characteristic Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total
Electricity
Yes 51.4 1.5 22.7 50.2 1.6 21.6
No 48.6 98.5 77.3 49.8 98.4 78.4
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Flooring material
Earth, sand 10.9 67.7 43.7 11.0 65.5 43.0
Dung 0.1 1.1 0.7 0.1 1.2 0.8
Wood/planks 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0
Palm/bamboo 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Parquet or polished wood 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2
Vinyl or asphalt strips 3.0 0.0 1.3 2.2 0.0 0.9
Ceramic tiles 18.1 1.1 8.3 19.6 1.2 8.8
Cement 64.3 29.6 44.3 64.2 31.6 45.1
Carpet 3.2 0.2 1.4 2.4 0.2 1.1
Other 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Rooms used for sleeping
One 30.9 19.7 24.4 17.5 11.5 14.0
Two 334 28.2 30.4 31.0 24.2 27.0
Three or more 35.7 52.1 45.1 51.5 64.4 59.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Place for cooking
In the house 6.3 0.8 3.1 5.9 0.7 2.8
In a separate building 29.8 47.5 40.0 34.7 48.8 43.0
Outdoors 60.4 50.8 54.8 58.6 50.2 53.6
No food cooked in household 3.2 0.8 1.9 0.8 0.2 0.5
Other 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Cooking fuel
Electricity 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.1
LPG/natural gas/biogas 14 0.1 0.7 0.9 0.1 0.4
Kerosene 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Coalllignite 0.6 0.1 0.3 0.6 0.0 0.3
Charcoal 71.3 4.2 32.6 69.5 3.9 30.9
Wood 23.0 94.8 64.4 28.0 95.8 67.8
Straw/shrubs/grass 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
No food cooked in household 3.2 0.8 1.9 0.8 0.2 0.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Percentage using solid fuel for
cooking* 94.9 99.1 97.3 98.1 99.7 99.0
Percentage using clean fuel for
cooking? 1.7 0.1 0.8 1.1 0.1 0.5
Frequency of smoking in the
home
Daily 17.3 32.0 25.7 17.7 32.7 26.5
Weekly 43 3.8 4.0 3.6 3.7 3.6
Monthly 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2
Less than once a month 0.9 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.4 0.5
Never 77.5 63.4 69.4 77.9 63.0 69.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of households/population 5,680 7,719 13,399 29,210 41,642 70,852

LPG = Liquefied petroleum gas
1 Includes coalllignite, charcoal, wood, and straw/shrubs/grass
2 Includes electricity and LPG/natural gas/biogas
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Table 2.5 Household possessions

Percentage of households possessing various household effects, means of
transportation, agricultural land, and livestock/farm animals, by residence,
Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Residence
Possession Urban Rural Total
Household effects
Radio 70.7 43.8 55.2
Television 45.8 1.8 20.4
Mobile phone 93.1 57.6 72.6
Computer 11.5 0.5 5.2
Non-mobile telephone 1.0 0.2 0.5
Refrigerator 27.7 0.8 12.2
Means of transport
Bicycle 8.6 4.1 6.0
Animal-drawn cart 0.1 0.2 0.2
Motorcycle/scooter 11.0 9.3 10.0
Car/truck 6.2 0.5 2.9
Boat with a motor 0.6 1.7 1.2
Ownership of agricultural land 19.6 77.5 52.9
Ownership of farm animals? 34.0 65.6 52.2
Number 5,680 7,719 13,399

1 Cows, bulls, other cattle, horses, donkeys, mules, goats, sheep, or
chickens/poultry

Table 2.6 Wealth quintiles

Percent distribution of the de jure population by wealth quintiles, and the Gini coefficient, according to residence and province,
Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Wealth quintile Number of Gini
Residence/province Lowest Second Middle Fourth Highest Total persons  coefficient
Residence
Urban 0.5 2.6 10.7 39.8 46.4 100.0 29,210 0.21
Rural 33.6 323 26.6 6.1 15 100.0 41,642 0.31
Province
Eastern 229 24.7 25.1 18.4 8.9 100.0 15,107 0.36
Northern 26.2 24.9 22.0 17.1 9.7 100.0 14,544 0.33
North West 16.4 30.2 29.9 17.3 6.3 100.0 12,517 0.36
Southern 34.4 21.2 21.1 15.2 8.1 100.0 13,974 0.42
Western Area 0.1 0.6 3.3 31.4 64.6 100.0 14,711 0.17
District
Kailahun 26.4 30.0 28.8 13.9 0.8 100.0 3,592 0.33
Kenema 23.7 21.9 23.3 17.2 13.9 100.0 7,003 0.39
Kono 18.9 25.0 25.0 23.7 7.4 100.0 4,513 0.35
Bombali 20.4 19.6 16.8 21.7 215 100.0 4,994 0.41
Falaba 16.8 36.9 38.4 7.7 0.2 100.0 1,773 0.15
Koinadugu 234 24.7 22.4 23.0 6.5 100.0 2,054 0.36
Tonkolili 35.3 25.9 21.4 13.9 35 100.0 5,723 0.38
Kambia 10.5 28.2 36.4 22.6 24 100.0 4,553 0.36
Karene 26.9 35.6 29.1 6.4 2.0 100.0 2,378 0.32
Port Loko 16.7 29.4 24.9 17.6 115 100.0 5,586 0.39
Bo 23.8 18.7 22.0 19.8 15.7 100.0 5,857 0.40
Bonthe 41.6 20.8 20.1 145 29 100.0 2,289 0.44
Moyamba 45.2 23.8 19.0 9.1 2.8 100.0 3,486 0.44
Pujehun 37.7 24.2 22.9 13.3 1.9 100.0 2,342 0.33
Western Area Rural 0.2 1.6 8.5 56.5 33.2 100.0 5,657 0.18
Western Area Urban 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.8 84.2 100.0 9,054 0.18
Total 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 100.0 70,852 0.37
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Table 2.7 Handwashing

Percentage of the de jure population for whom the place most often used for washing hands was observed, by whether the location was fixed or mobile;
total percentage of the de jure population for whom the place for handwashing was observed; among the de jure population for whom the place for
handwashing was observed, percentage with water available, percentage with soap available, and percentage with a cleansing agent other than soap
available; percentage of the de jure population with a basic handwashing facility; and percentage with a limited handwashing facility, according to
background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Number of
persons for
whom a
Percentage of de jure population place for
for whom place for washing Place for handwashing observed hand-
hands was observed: and: washing
was
Number Percentage observed
of Percentage ofthe de  or with no
persons  of the de jure place for
Place for for whom jure population hand-
hand-  Place for Cleansing place for population with a washing in
washing hand- agent hand-  with a basic  limited the
wasa  washing Number other than washing hand- hand- dwelling,
Background fixed was of Water Soap soap was washing washing yard, or
characteristic place mobile Total persons available available! available? observed facility® facility* plot
Residence
Urban 13.1 29.0 42.1 29,210 72.2 52.9 2.8 12,289 25.1 27.4 23,407
Rural 34 39.2 42.6 41,642 77.3 52.6 4.1 17,744 21.7 24.3 38,597
Province
Eastern 3.9 24.2 28.1 15,107 65.8 17.4 0.5 4,246 4.6 23.6 15,068
Northern 6.7 39.7 46.4 14,544 77.0 56.8 10.5 6,752 28.1 217 13,541
North West 3.8 50.0 53.8 12,517 76.9 727 0.3 6,733 30.8 27.6 11,517
Southern 3.8 43.2 46.9 13,974 88.8 58.2 3.3 6,556 30.3 22.6 12,386
Western Area 18.3 20.8 39.1 14,711 62.7 443 1.7 5,747 25.6 35.0 9,491
District
Kailahun 1.2 25 3.7 3,592 100.0 75.9 0.0 134 2.8 0.9 3,575
Kenema 4.6 10.8 154 7,003 47.7 42.6 1.8 1,078 6.0 9.4 6,980
Kono 4.9 62.3 67.2 4,513 70.7 5.9 0.1 3,034 3.9 63.4 4,513
Bombali 15 13.9 154 4,994 92.4 92.9 0.0 770 14.9 15 4,703
Falaba 35 52.7 56.2 1,773 37.3 8.3 5.8 997 7.2 79.7 1,147
Koinadugu 2.2 67.7 69.9 2,054 85.4 49.0 44.6 1,435 34.3 35.6 2,054
Tonkolili 13.8 48.2 62.0 5,723 81.4 65.8 0.3 3,550 41.2 21.8 5,637
Kambia 7.5 91.1 98.5 4,553 66.9 73.3 0.2 4,486 42.7 55.8 4,553
Karene 0.4 0.2 0.6 2,378 * * * 14 0.3 0.4 1,939
Port Loko 2.2 37.8 40.0 5,586 97.1 71.8 0.5 2,232 31.9 12,5 5,026
Bo 5.9 59.5 65.4 5,857 93.6 61.6 0.4 3,832 39.9 25.9 5,828
Bonthe 35 46.1 49.5 2,289 87.2 67.1 16.0 1,134 57.4 29.0 1,313
Moyamba 14 18.3 19.7 3,486 98.7 91.9 2.9 687 214 2.2 2,905
Pujehun 2.3 36.3 38.6 2,342 63.1 6.6 0.0 904 2.4 36.2 2,340
Western Area Rural 5.4 19.0 24.4 5,657 71.8 54.1 0.0 1,382 21.7 19.5 3,356
Western Area Urban 26.3 21.9 48.2 9,054 59.8 41.2 2.3 4,364 27.7 43.5 6,135
Wealth quintile
Lowest 24 334 35.8 14,142 75.3 51.8 57 5,062 18.3 20.0 13,232
Second 34 40.7 44.1 14,197 75.2 50.8 3.0 6,254 20.8 26.5 13,216
Middle 3.8 39.6 43.4 14,170 77.6 53.7 4.1 6,149 22.2 25.4 12,938
Fourth 5.9 34.7 40.6 14,173 77.3 52.3 35 5,750 22.9 26.9 11,543
Highest 21.7 26.5 48.1 14,171 71.3 54.6 1.9 6,818 321 294 11,075
Total 7.4 35.0 42.4 70,852 75.2 52.7 3.6 30,034 23.0 25.5 62,004

Note: An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed.
! Soap includes soap or detergent in bar, liquid, powder, or paste form.

2 Cleansing agents other than soap include locally available materials such as ash, mud, or sand.

3 The availability of a handwashing facility on premises with soap and water

4 The availability of a handwashing facility on premises without soap and/or water
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Table 2.8 Household population by age, sex, and residence

Percent distribution of the de facto household population by age groups, according to sex and residence, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Urban Rural Total

Age Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total
<5 131 11.4 12.2 16.5 15.7 16.1 151 13.9 145
5-9 14.4 13.7 141 18.3 16.1 17.2 16.7 15.1 15.9
10-14 14.0 15.2 14.6 15.0 121 135 14.6 134 14.0
15-19 12.2 124 12.3 9.4 8.1 8.7 10.6 9.9 10.2
20-24 8.3 9.8 9.1 5.2 6.2 5.7 6.4 7.7 7.1
25-29 8.2 8.9 8.6 5.5 6.7 6.1 6.6 7.6 7.1
30-34 6.3 5.7 6.0 4.0 5.6 4.8 4.9 5.7 5.3
35-39 5.2 5.6 5.4 4.9 6.6 5.8 5.1 6.2 5.6
40-44 4.2 3.4 3.8 3.9 4.0 4.0 4.0 3.7 3.9
45-49 4.1 3.0 3.5 4.2 4.1 4.1 4.2 3.6 3.9
50-54 2.8 35 3.2 2.7 4.3 3.5 2.7 4.0 3.4
55-59 2.1 2.1 21 3.0 3.2 3.1 2.6 2.8 2.7
60-64 1.9 15 1.7 25 2.0 2.3 2.3 18 2.0
65-69 13 13 13 18 17 1.7 16 15 15
70-74 0.8 11 1.0 1.2 11 1.2 1.0 11 11
75-79 0.5 0.5 0.5 1.0 11 1.0 0.8 0.8 0.8
80+ 0.5 0.9 0.7 1.0 13 1.2 0.8 11 1.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Dependency age groups

0-14 41.6 40.4 41.0 49.7 43.9 46.8 46.5 42.4 44.4

15-64 55.4 55.8 55.6 45.3 50.9 48.2 49.4 53.0 51.2

65+ 3.0 3.8 3.4 4.9 5.2 5.1 4.2 4.6 4.4

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Child and adult populations

0-17 49.1 47.7 48.4 56.0 48.6 52.3 53.2 48.3 50.7

18+ 50.9 52.3 51.6 44.0 51.4 41.7 46.8 51.7 49.3

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Adolescents 10-19 26.2 27.6 27.0 24.4 20.2 22.3 25.2 233 24.2
Number of persons 13,577 15,055 28,632 20,216 20,869 41,085 33,793 35,924 69,717
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Table 2.9 Household composition

Percent distribution of households by sex of head of household and by
household size, mean size of household, and percentage of households with
orphans and foster children under age 18, according to residence, Sierra
Leone DHS 2019

Residence
Characteristic Urban Rural Total
Household headship
Male 67.6 76.2 72.6
Female 324 23.8 27.4
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of usual members
1 9.2 4.3 6.4
2 9.1 6.5 7.6
3 13.6 12,5 12.9
4 16.2 17.2 16.8
5 13.9 18.5 16.5
6 11.9 14.1 13.2
7 8.3 9.3 8.9
8 5.8 6.4 6.1
9+ 12.1 11.2 11.6
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Mean size of households 5.1 5.4 5.3
Percentage of households with
orphans and foster children under
age 18
Double orphans 2.9 2.4 2.6
Single orphans?® 18.6 17.0 17.6
Foster children? 40.4 37.8 38.9
Foster and/or orphan children 44.5 42.8 43.6
Number of households 5,680 7,719 13,399

Note: Table is based on de jure household members, i.e., usual residents.

L Includes children with one dead parent and an unknown survival status of
the other parent

2 Foster children are those under age 18 living in households with neither
their mother nor their father present, and the mother and/or the father are
alive.
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Table 2.10 Children’s living arrangements and orphanhood

Percent distribution of de jure children under age 18 by living arrangements and survival status of parents, percentage of children not living with a biological parent, and
percentage of children with one or both parents’ dead, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Living with Living with
mother but not father but not
with father with mother Not living with either parent Z\Zgirc])tt- Zg;c\?vﬂ;
Missing living with  one or
Living Only Only information a biolo- both Number

Background with both  Father  Father Mother Mother  Both father mother Both  on father/ gical parents of
characteristic parents alive dead alive dead alive alive alive dead mother Total parent dead®  children
Age

0-4 58.5 224 1.9 4.0 0.3 11.2 0.6 0.7 0.3 0.0 100.0 12.8 3.9 10,159

<2 64.9 28.5 12 1.6 0.1 3.1 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 100.0 3.6 1.8 3,900
2-4 54.5 18.6 24 5.5 0.4 16.2 0.9 1.0 0.4 0.1 100.0 185 5.1 6,259

5-9 44.6 13.8 35 7.5 0.9 23.4 1.7 3.4 0.9 0.2 100.0 29.4 105 11,155

10-14 35.2 11.8 55 8.8 15 27.7 24 4.9 2.0 0.2 100.0 37.0 16.3 9,840

15-17 31.8 10.7 7.2 7.9 2.0 27.3 3.3 7.0 2.6 0.2 100.0 40.2 22.1 4,419
Sex

Male 46.2 14.8 4.0 7.9 1.0 19.6 1.8 34 1.2 0.2 100.0 25.9 114 18,107

Female 42.4 15.9 4.1 5.9 1.1 23.7 1.8 3.6 1.3 0.2 100.0 30.4 11.9 17,465
Residence

Urban 37.7 18.5 4.2 6.8 11 23.9 2.2 4.0 13 0.2 100.0 315 13.0 13,966

Rural 48.7 13.3 3.9 7.0 1.0 20.1 15 3.1 1.2 0.2 100.0 25.9 10.8 21,606
Province

Eastern 44.1 14.6 4.4 6.6 1.0 22.4 1.6 3.9 14 0.2 100.0 29.2 12.3 7,784

Northern 49.9 13.3 4.7 6.7 1.0 17.7 1.8 3.4 1.2 0.1 100.0 24.2 12.3 7,541

North West 44.2 13.6 3.8 7.5 1.2 22.7 19 3.6 13 0.2 100.0 29.5 11.8 6,507

Southern 43.8 16.3 2.8 6.4 1.0 24.0 15 2.9 1.2 0.1 100.0 29.6 9.4 7,176

Western Area 39.2 19.2 4.4 7.6 1.0 21.3 2.2 3.6 11 0.3 100.0 28.2 12.4 6,564
District

Kailahun 42.8 14.9 4.5 7.0 1.4 234 1.9 3.0 1.0 0.2 100.0 29.3 11.8 1,788

Kenema 41.4 15.9 35 7.1 0.9 235 1.7 4.2 15 0.2 100.0 30.9 12.0 3,618

Kono 49.2 12.4 5.8 5.4 0.7 19.9 11 4.0 15 0.0 100.0 26.5 13.1 2,377

Bombali 45.2 15.9 5.8 6.7 0.6 19.4 15 3.7 1.2 0.1 100.0 25.8 12.8 2,558

Falaba 63.3 9.2 3.6 2.8 0.4 154 25 1.7 1.0 0.0 100.0 20.7 9.3 953

Koinadugu 53.6 12.1 45 8.7 0.8 14.7 1.6 3.0 1.0 0.0 100.0 20.3 10.9 1,027

Tonkolili 48.5 12.8 4.2 7.3 1.6 18.1 2.0 3.8 15 0.3 100.0 25.3 13.2 3,003

Kambia 44.9 12.1 45 5.1 0.8 25.5 2.1 3.8 0.8 0.3 100.0 32.2 12.0 2,373

Karene 46.3 131 31 7.7 1.2 21.2 1.6 3.8 1.9 0.2 100.0 28.4 11.6 1,243

Port Loko 42.6 15.0 3.6 9.3 15 211 1.8 35 14 0.1 100.0 27.8 11.8 2,890

Bo 37.7 19.2 2.8 6.3 14 26.4 1.9 3.0 1.1 0.2 100.0 325 10.2 2,970

Bonthe 55.5 11.6 1.8 6.9 14 19.3 1.0 1.8 0.6 0.1 100.0 22.8 6.6 1,173

Moyamba 47.6 15.3 3.3 6.7 0.3 22.0 1.0 2.9 0.6 0.1 100.0 26.5 8.1 1,797

Pujehun 41.9 14.9 3.1 5.9 0.6 25.6 1.7 3.6 2.7 0.0 100.0 33.6 11.7 1,236

Western Area Rural 36.3 20.1 5.6 7.8 1.0 21.0 2.2 4.1 1.6 0.2 100.0 28.8 14.5 2,672

Western Area Urban  41.1 18.6 35 7.5 1.0 21.6 21 3.3 0.8 0.4 100.0 27.8 11.0 3,893
Wealth quintile

Lowest 50.8 13.9 5.0 6.4 0.9 18.0 1.2 25 1.3 0.1 100.0 23.0 10.8 7,352

Second 50.0 135 3.6 7.3 0.9 18.7 15 3.2 11 0.2 100.0 245 10.3 7,340

Middle 45.3 13.7 35 7.3 1.2 22.7 1.8 3.6 0.9 0.1 100.0 29.0 11.0 7,507

Fourth 36.6 18.7 4.6 6.0 0.9 24.9 21 4.3 1.8 0.2 100.0 33.1 13.7 7,066

Highest 38.1 17.4 3.6 7.8 1.2 24.1 24 4.0 1.1 0.3 100.0 31.6 125 6,307
Total <15 46.2 16.0 3.6 6.8 0.9 20.8 1.6 3.0 1.1 0.2 100.0 26.4 10.2 31,153
Total <18 44.4 15.3 4.1 6.9 1.0 21.6 1.8 35 1.2 0.2 100.0 28.1 11.6 35,572

Note: Table is based on de jure members, i.e., usual residents.
! Includes children with father dead, mother dead, both dead, and one parent dead but missing information on survival status of the other parent
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Table 2.11 Birth registration of children under age 5

Percentage of de jure children under age 5 whose births are registered with the civil authorities, according
to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage of children whose births are registered

and who:
Total percentage
of children whose
Background Had a birth Did not have a births are Number of
characteristic certificate birth certificate registered children
Age
<2 30.7 62.3 93.0 3,900
2-4 31.7 57.1 88.8 6,259
Sex
Male 31.4 58.9 90.3 5,139
Female 31.2 59.3 90.5 5,020
Residence
Urban 40.0 52.9 92.8 3,537
Rural 26.7 62.4 89.1 6,622
Province
Eastern 20.1 77.8 97.9 2,236
Northern 22.6 58.2 80.8 2,101
North West 39.0 52.7 91.7 1,897
Southern 34.2 55.0 89.2 2,153
Western Area 44.1 48.4 92.5 1,772
District
Kailahun 27.6 71.4 99.0 537
Kenema 14.0 83.4 97.4 1,070
Kono 24.0 73.8 97.8 629
Bombali 31.2 49.6 80.8 696
Falaba 20.0 32.1 52.1 249
Koinadugu 27.1 39.2 66.4 321
Tonkolili 14.3 80.5 94.8 835
Kambia 38.0 60.0 98.1 676
Karene 27.2 55.8 83.0 375
Port Loko 44.9 455 90.4 846
Bo 31.4 66.5 97.9 777
Bonthe 21.0 63.9 84.9 390
Moyamba 34.6 451 79.7 593
Pujehun 52.4 38.2 90.6 393
Western Area Rural 317 58.3 90.1 767
Western Area Urban 53.6 40.8 94.4 1,005
Wealth quintile
Lowest 22.3 66.8 89.1 2,457
Second 26.9 62.1 89.0 2,264
Middle 28.9 61.7 90.6 2,096
Fourth 32.9 59.0 91.9 1,852
Highest 54.4 38.4 92.8 1,491
Total 31.3 59.1 90.4 10,159
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Table 2.12.1 Educational attainment of the female household population

Percent distribution of the de facto female household population age 6 and over by highest level of schooling attended or completed and median years
completed, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Don't Median
Background No Some  Completed Some  Completed More than know/ years
characteristic education  primary primary! secondary secondary? secondary  missing Total Number  completed
Age
6-9 15.3 84.6 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 4,453 0.3
10-14 5.9 74.2 5.4 145 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 4,814 3.2
15-19 115 16.4 4.6 64.6 2.4 0.5 0.0 100.0 3,548 6.8
20-24 21.2 10.3 4.7 47.1 11.3 5.4 0.0 100.0 2,768 7.7
25-29 35.5 12.7 5.0 30.1 9.3 7.3 0.1 100.0 2,746 53
30-34 59.1 11.2 3.6 13.9 4.3 7.8 0.0 100.0 2,036 0.0
35-39 70.5 111 2.9 9.9 1.9 3.7 0.0 100.0 2,222 0.0
40-44 73.4 8.3 3.2 9.6 1.6 3.9 0.0 100.0 1,347 0.0
45-49 74.9 7.7 5.0 7.4 1.6 3.3 0.1 100.0 1,296 0.0
50-54 79.0 4.5 2.7 8.2 1.8 34 0.3 100.0 1,429 0.0
55-59 82.4 4.3 3.6 55 15 2.1 0.7 100.0 999 0.0
60-64 87.2 24 21 5.6 0.7 1.7 0.3 100.0 644 0.0
65+ 91.7 2.1 1.4 2.9 0.6 1.0 0.4 100.0 1,652 0.0
Residence
Urban 25.2 29.1 3.4 31.0 5.6 5.6 0.2 100.0 12,993 4.3
Rural 49.6 33.1 35 12.3 1.0 0.5 0.0 100.0 16,959 0.0
Province
Eastern 40.0 35.0 3.7 17.8 2.2 1.3 0.1 100.0 6,290 0.6
Northern 451 30.4 3.7 17.0 2.4 1.4 0.1 100.0 6,176 0.2
North West 47.3 32.7 21 155 1.3 1.0 0.0 100.0 5,264 0.0
Southern 42.6 33.0 4.4 16.4 1.9 1.7 0.0 100.0 5,770 0.4
Western Area 223 26.2 3.5 33.8 6.4 7.5 0.2 100.0 6,451 5.2
District
Kailahun 43.0 36.9 24 15.7 0.8 1.0 0.1 100.0 1,511 0.0
Kenema 38.2 35.6 35 18.6 2.4 1.7 0.1 100.0 2,871 0.8
Kono 40.4 32.7 4.9 18.0 3.1 0.9 0.0 100.0 1,909 0.8
Bombali 38.2 32.6 2.9 20.8 3.3 2.2 0.0 100.0 2,201 1.6
Falaba 60.6 23.9 2.6 11.1 1.0 0.8 0.0 100.0 785 0.0
Koinadugu 47.7 29.8 1.7 16.6 3.0 1.2 0.0 100.0 846 0.0
Tonkolili 454 30.8 5.4 15.5 1.9 0.8 0.2 100.0 2,343 0.0
Kambia 46.4 34.4 1.8 15.6 0.9 0.9 0.1 100.0 1,931 0.0
Karene 54.3 324 1.2 11.2 0.6 0.3 0.0 100.0 975 0.0
Port Loko 45.2 315 2.7 17.3 2.0 14 0.0 100.0 2,357 0.2
Bo 38.2 34.4 4.6 17.7 25 25 0.1 100.0 2,531 1.3
Bonthe 48.2 27.6 5.7 15.6 15 15 0.0 100.0 891 0.0
Moyamba 44.3 32.8 4.2 15.8 1.6 1.2 0.0 100.0 1,447 0.0
Pujehun 46.3 34.8 2.6 14.3 1.2 0.7 0.0 100.0 901 0.0
Western Area Rural 25.6 28.7 4.1 31.8 5.0 4.7 0.1 100.0 2,462 4.2
Western Area Urban 20.3 24.7 3.2 35.0 7.3 9.2 0.3 100.0 3,989 5.9
Wealth quintile
Lowest 57.2 31.6 3.0 7.9 0.2 0.0 0.0 100.0 5,592 0.0
Second 51.3 33.8 35 10.8 0.5 0.2 0.0 100.0 5,835 0.0
Middle 42.6 34.6 3.7 17.2 15 0.4 0.1 100.0 5,965 0.4
Fourth 29.3 31.2 3.8 29.6 4.0 21 0.0 100.0 6,242 3.2
Highest 17.9 26.1 34 34.3 8.0 10.0 0.3 100.0 6,318 6.1
Total 39.0 31.4 35 20.4 29 2.7 0.1 100.0 29,952 1.2

1 Completed grade 6 at the primary level
2 Completed grade 6 at the secondary level
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Table 2.12.2 Educational attainment of the male household population

Percent distribution of the de facto male household population age 6 and over by highest level of schooling attended or completed and median years
completed, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Don't Median
Background No Some  Completed Some  Completed More than know/ years
characteristic education  primary primary! secondary secondary? secondary  missing Total Number  completed
Age
6-9 17.7 82.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 4,598 0.2
10-14 10.4 70.4 3.8 15.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 4,932 3.0
15-19 11.4 16.4 4.1 65.3 25 0.3 0.0 100.0 3,570 6.8
20-24 17.2 6.8 3.2 49.8 17.5 5.3 0.2 100.0 2,179 9.1
25-29 20.6 7.0 3.1 35.5 22.2 11.6 0.0 100.0 2,223 8.9
30-34 29.2 7.3 31 27.2 15.4 17.2 0.5 100.0 1,658 8.0
35-39 46.1 10.3 4.5 19.1 8.7 10.6 0.6 100.0 1,711 2.7
40-44 50.7 10.2 5.3 18.4 4.4 10.6 0.3 100.0 1,352 0.0
45-49 53.3 9.6 6.6 18.0 4.5 7.5 0.5 100.0 1,411 0.0
50-54 57.5 4.5 3.1 17.0 5.6 11.3 1.0 100.0 920 0.0
55-59 60.0 6.8 4.4 14.6 4.5 8.8 0.9 100.0 895 0.0
60-64 69.8 6.6 2.3 8.9 4.5 7.6 0.3 100.0 767 0.0
65+ 76.1 4.0 3.2 8.4 2.5 5.2 0.5 100.0 1,406 0.0
Residence
Urban 16.0 27.9 34 32.6 9.9 9.7 0.4 100.0 11,451 6.1
Rural 37.8 35.4 3.1 18.5 3.2 1.8 0.1 100.0 16,170 0.9
Province
Eastern 31.2 35.0 3.2 21.9 4.8 3.6 0.2 100.0 5,799 2.0
Northern 31.8 31.0 3.7 23.9 5.8 3.8 0.1 100.0 5,778 2.3
North West 315 36.6 1.9 235 3.8 2.7 0.0 100.0 4,740 1.9
Southern 35.9 34.4 3.6 17.6 4.3 4.1 0.1 100.0 5,391 1.3
Western Area 14.8 25.7 35 34.0 10.7 10.6 0.7 100.0 5,914 6.8
District
Kailahun 315 36.7 3.2 22.2 3.3 3.1 0.1 100.0 1,333 1.8
Kenema 32.8 34.5 2.0 21.8 4.3 4.5 0.1 100.0 2,668 1.8
Kono 28.4 34.6 5.1 21.9 6.6 2.8 0.5 100.0 1,798 24
Bombali 24.8 29.9 3.8 28.7 7.4 5.4 0.0 100.0 1,937 4.1
Falaba 51.5 28.8 1.7 14.0 1.7 2.2 0.1 100.0 697 0.0
Koinadugu 35.1 31.2 1.8 19.9 7.2 4.8 0.0 100.0 805 14
Tonkolili 30.6 324 4.8 24.2 53 2.6 0.1 100.0 2,339 2.1
Kambia 32.2 34.7 1.3 26.1 34 2.2 0.1 100.0 1,706 1.7
Karene 35.4 40.5 1.6 18.8 1.6 2.1 0.0 100.0 931 1.1
Port Loko 29.2 36.4 25 234 5.0 34 0.0 100.0 2,103 2.2
Bo 28.0 36.1 4.0 20.4 5.6 5.9 0.1 100.0 2,270 2.8
Bonthe 50.2 27.1 4.3 11.9 3.8 2.8 0.0 100.0 880 0.0
Moyamba 35.2 34.1 3.8 20.4 3.0 3.3 0.2 100.0 1,313 1.3
Pujehun 42.7 37.6 1.7 12.0 35 2.4 0.0 100.0 928 0.0
Western Area Rural 18.1 29.9 3.3 317 8.5 8.3 0.1 100.0 2,205 5.4
Western Area Urban 12.8 23.2 3.7 35.4 11.9 12.0 1.0 100.0 3,709 7.6
Wealth quintile
Lowest 47.9 35.2 2.6 12.2 1.6 0.4 0.0 100.0 5,358 0.0
Second 375 36.6 3.5 18.6 2.9 0.9 0.1 100.0 5,477 0.9
Middle 30.8 35.6 34 23.6 3.9 2.6 0.1 100.0 5,502 2.2
Fourth 18.2 31.0 35 32.2 9.3 5.7 0.1 100.0 5,485 5.1
Highest 10.9 23.7 3.2 34.2 11.8 15.3 0.8 100.0 5,799 7.8
Total 28.8 323 3.2 24.3 6.0 51 0.2 100.0 27,620 2.8

1 Completed grade 6 at the primary level
2 Completed grade 6 at the secondary level
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Table 2.13 School attendance ratios

Net attendance ratios (NAR) and gross attendance ratios (GAR) for the de facto household population by sex and level of schooling, and the gender
parity index (GPI), according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Net attendance ratio* Gross attendance ratio?

Background Gender parity Gender parity
characteristic Male Female Total index® Male Female Total index®

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Residence
Urban 90.3 90.1 90.2 1.00 126.9 126.6 126.7 1.00
Rural 82.1 87.7 84.7 1.07 124.1 134.3 128.8 1.08
Province
Eastern 86.6 93.2 89.9 1.08 128.7 139.9 134.2 1.09
Northern 85.2 87.2 86.2 1.02 125.3 131.8 128.5 1.05
North West 85.9 85.9 85.9 1.00 130.0 128.1 129.1 0.99
Southern 80.0 90.7 85.1 1.13 123.0 135.6 128.9 1.10
Western Area 87.7 85.6 86.6 0.98 117.5 117.6 117.5 1.00
District
Kailahun 89.8 95.0 92.3 1.06 135.0 150.0 142.4 1.11
Kenema 82.6 93.6 88.0 1.13 122.8 136.7 129.6 1.11
Kono 90.4 91.4 90.9 1.01 133.0 137.3 135.1 1.03
Bombali 85.8 87.5 86.7 1.02 130.5 138.7 134.9 1.06
Falaba 72.4 78.5 75.4 1.08 120.9 117.2 119.1 0.97
Koinadugu 89.9 89.2 89.6 0.99 129.9 129.3 129.6 1.00
Tonkolili 87.0 88.9 87.9 1.02 121.6 131.0 126.1 1.08
Kambia 85.8 85.9 85.9 1.00 127.0 134.6 130.8 1.06
Karene 87.2 89.2 88.1 1.02 133.3 127.1 130.5 0.95
Port Loko 85.4 84.4 84.9 0.99 130.8 123.0 127.0 0.94
Bo 85.4 90.9 88.1 1.06 134.0 136.7 135.4 1.02
Bonthe 71.4 85.2 77.3 1.19 103.0 128.9 114.1 1.25
Moyamba 78.8 90.2 84.3 1.14 117.1 131.6 124.0 1.12
Pujehun 77.7 96.1 85.8 1.24 124.7 144.8 133.5 1.16
Western Area Rural 82.6 81.8 82.2 0.99 115.2 119.6 117.4 1.04
Western Area Urban 91.3 88.1 89.6 0.97 119.2 116.3 117.7 0.98
Wealth quintile
Lowest 76.3 85.6 80.4 1.12 115.1 130.3 121.7 1.13
Second 83.3 88.2 85.5 1.06 123.3 137.6 129.8 1.12
Middle 86.9 89.5 88.2 1.03 133.3 135.4 134.4 1.02
Fourth 89.2 89.3 89.3 1.00 132.3 129.5 130.8 0.98
Highest 92.6 90.7 91.6 0.98 123.6 122.0 122.7 0.99
Total 85.0 88.7 86.8 1.04 125.1 131.1 128.0 1.05
SECONDARY SCHOOL
Residence
Urban 62.1 59.8 60.9 0.96 101.9 96.1 98.8 0.94
Rural 33.7 28.3 31.3 0.84 54.2 43.1 49.2 0.79
Province
Eastern 43.6 41.7 42.7 0.96 73.2 64.7 69.1 0.88
Northern 49.1 41.2 45.3 0.84 79.4 61.9 71.0 0.78
North West 40.7 36.2 38.6 0.89 66.3 56.5 61.7 0.85
Southern 30.1 37.3 334 1.24 52.2 61.8 56.6 1.18
Western Area 64.8 60.2 62.4 0.93 100.9 97.6 99.2 0.97
District
Kailahun 39.4 32.6 36.0 0.83 63.5 50.7 57.1 0.80
Kenema 42.0 44.2 43.1 1.05 76.5 72.0 74.3 0.94
Kono 48.1 44.6 46.4 0.93 74.8 64.6 69.9 0.86
Bombali 56.7 45.6 51.1 0.81 94.0 70.3 82.0 0.75
Falaba 28.3 33.8 31.1 1.19 48.0 50.3 49.2 1.05
Koinadugu 44.6 43.0 43.8 0.97 70.0 63.8 67.0 0.91
Tonkolili 51.0 38.8 45.5 0.76 80.0 56.4 69.5 0.71
Kambia 45.4 34.1 39.7 0.75 78.2 55.1 66.6 0.71
Karene 32.1 30.1 31.2 0.94 49.1 41.9 46.0 0.85
Port Loko 40.5 40.4 40.4 1.00 63.7 62.9 63.3 0.99
Bo 35.1 38.1 36.5 1.09 61.7 60.6 61.1 0.98
Bonthe 20.0 40.3 29.6 2.01 46.6 74.4 59.8 1.60
Moyamba 35.2 34.1 34.6 0.97 59.5 58.4 59.0 0.98
Pujehun 21.0 36.2 26.7 1.72 27.3 57.6 38.6 211
Western Area Rural 58.5 52.1 55.2 0.89 88.2 85.9 87.0 0.97
Western Area Urban 68.8 65.1 66.9 0.95 108.8 104.7 106.7 0.96

Continued...
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Table 2.13—Continued

Net attendance ratio* Gross attendance ratio?
Background Gender parity Gender parity
characteristic Male Female Total index® Male Female Total index®
Wealth quintile
Lowest 22.4 22.0 22.2 0.98 34.4 28.9 32.0 0.84
Second 345 25.2 30.1 0.73 55.5 37.0 46.8 0.67
Middle 40.9 36.7 39.0 0.90 63.4 57.1 60.6 0.90
Fourth 56.2 55.7 55.9 0.99 98.4 90.8 94.4 0.92
Highest 69.5 65.3 67.3 0.94 111.5 106.4 108.9 0.95
Total 459 44.2 45.1 0.96 74.8 69.9 72.4 0.93

1 The NAR for primary school is the percentage of the primary school-age (6-11 years) population that is attending primary school. The NAR for
secondary school is the percentage of the secondary school-age (12-17 years) population that is attending secondary school. By definition, the
NAR cannot exceed 100.0.

2 The GAR for primary school is the total number of primary school students, expressed as a percentage of the official primary school-age population.
The GAR for secondary school is the total number of secondary school students, expressed as a percentage of the official secondary school-age
population. If there are significant numbers of overage and underage students at a given level of schooling, the GAR can exceed 100.0.

3 The gender parity index for primary school is the ratio of the primary school NAR (GAR) for females to the NAR (GAR) for males. The gender parity
index for secondary school is the ratio of the secondary school NAR (GAR) for females to the NAR (GAR) for males.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS 3

Key Findings

= Education: Men are less likely than women to have no
education (29% versus 46%) and more likely to have
more than a secondary education (8% versus 4%).

= Literacy: 43% of women and 62% of men are literate.

= Exposure to mass media: 70% of women and 56% of
men do not have access to three specified types of media
(newspaper, television, and radio) at least once a week.

= Internet usage: Overall, 13% of women and 28% of men
have used the internet in the past 12 months.

= Employment: Men are more likely to be employed than
women (72% versus 69%).

= Tobacco use: 3% of women and 19% of men age 15-49
use tobacco products.
|

survey respondents such as age, education, place of residence, marital status, employment, and
wealth status. This information is useful for understanding the factors that affect use of
reproductive health services, contraceptive use, and other health behaviours.

This chapter presents information on the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of the

3.1 BAsiC CHARACTERISTICS OF SURVEY RESPONDENTS

A total of 15,574 women age 15-49 and 7,197 men age 15-59 were interviewed in the 2019 SLDHS.
Twenty-two percent of women and 24% of men are age 15-19, while 8% of women and 11% of men are
age 45-49 (Table 3.1).

The majority of respondents are Muslims (77% of women and 78% of men). The two main ethnic groups
in Sierra Leone are Mende and Temne. Women account for 31% of Mendes and 35% of Temnes, while
men account for 30% and 36%, respectively.

Women are more likely to be married than men (59% versus 47%), while women are more likely to be
widowed (2% versus 1%).

The majority of respondents live in rural areas (54% of women and 53% of men). By province, the
Western Area accounts for the highest percentage of respondents (24% of women and 25% of men). By
district, women and men are most likely to reside in Western Area Urban (15% and 17%, respectively).
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3.2 EDUCATION AND LITERACY

Literacy

Respondents who had attended higher than secondary school were assumed
to be literate. All other respondents, shown a typed sentence to read aloud,
were considered literate if they could read all or part of the sentence.

Sample: Women and men age 15-49

Men are less likely than women to have no education
(29% versus 46%) and more likely to be educated
beyond the secondary level (8% versus 4%) (Table
3.2.1, Table 3.2.2, and Figure 3.1). Four percent of
both women and men have completed primary
school. However, the proportion of men who have
completed some secondary education or higher is
greater than the proportion among women (57%
versus 41%) (Table 3.2.1). Sixty-two percent of men
are literate, as compared with 43% of women (Table
3.3.1and Table 3.3.2).

Trends: The percentage of respondents with no
education has declined since 2013, from 56% to 46%
among women and from 40% to 29% among men.

Patterns by background characteristics

= Urban women and men (10% and 16%,
respectively) are more likely than rural women
and men (2% and 7%, respectively) to have
completed a secondary education.

= Educational attainment and literacy increase
with increasing household wealth. For example,
women and men in the lowest wealth quintile
(14% and 27%, respectively) are less likely to
have completed some secondary education or
higher than women and men in the highest
wealth quintile (72% and 83%, respectively)
(Figure 3.2). Nineteen percent of women and
31% of men in the lowest wealth quintile are
literate, as compared with 72% of women and
86% of men in the highest quintile.
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Figure 3.1 Education of survey
respondents

Percent distribution of women and men
age 15-49 by highest level of schooling
attended or completed
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Figure 3.2 Secondary education by
household wealth
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= By district, the percentage of women Figure 3.3 Secondary education by district
W_'th a S(_econdary education or higher is Percentage of women age 15-49 with a secondary
highest in Western Area Urban (24%) education or higher
and lowest in Karene (2%). (Figure
3.3).

Western
Area Urban
24%

Western
Area
Rural
16% *
) 2%- B%ﬂ 79,
0
) 9%-13% o

3%

0 14% - 19%
B 20% - 24%
3.3 MASS MEDIA EXPOSURE AND
INTERNET USAGE

Exposure to mass media

Respondents were asked how often they read a newspaper, listened to the
radio, or watched television. Those who responded at least once a week are
considered regularly exposed to that form of media.

Sample: Women and men age 15-49

Data on men’s and women’s exposure to mass media Figure 3.4 Exposure to mass media
are vital to dissemination of information and P

. ercentage of women and men age 15-49
development of programmes, especially those who are exposed to media on a
dealing with family planning, HIV/AIDS awareness, weekly basis
and other vital health topics. The 2019 SLDHS = \Women ® Men

looked at exposure to mass media as well as internet
usage.

Among both women and men, radio is the most
frequently accessed form of media (24% and 38%,
respectively) (Table 3.4.1 and 3.4.2). Men are more

likely than women to read anewspaper at least once Reads Watches Listensto Allthree None of
a week (9% versus 3%). Figure 3.4 shows that only news- television radio media these
1% of women and 5% of men have access to all paper media

three media sources, while 70% of women and 56% of men have no access to any of the specified media.
Thirteen percent of women and 28% of men have used the internet in the past 12 months (Table 3.5.1 and
3.5.2). Among those who have used the internet in the past 12 months, 61% of women and 51% of men
report using it almost every day during the preceding month. Four percent of men and 1% of women did
not use the internet at all in the past month.
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Trends: The 2019 SLDHS findings show a decrease among both women and men in terms of exposure to
all three forms of media at least once a week. In 2008, 3% of women and 9% of men were exposed to all
three forms of media, as compared with 1% of women and 5% of men in 2019.

Patterns by background characteristics

= Women and men age 25-29 are more likely than those in any other age group to read a newspaper at
least once a week (3% and 13%, respectively) (Table 3.4.1 and Table 3.4.2).

= Rural women and men (79% and 71%, respectively) are more likely than urban women and men (58%
and 38%, respectively) to access none of the three media at least once a week.

=  The percentage of women and men who are exposed to all three forms of media is highest in the
Western Area province (4% and 14%, respectively).

= At the district level, women (5%) and men (18%) in Western Area Urban are most likely to be
exposed to all three forms of media.

= Exposure to all three media forms increases with increasing household wealth and educational level.

= Women age 40-44 (70%) and men age 30-34 (62%) are most likely to use the internet almost every
day (Table 3.5.1 and 3.5.2).

= Men and women in urban areas (52% and 28%, respectively) are more likely than those in rural areas
(11% and 3%, respectively) to have ever used the internet.

3.4 EMPLOYMENT

Currently employed
Respondents who were employed in the 7 days before the survey.
Sample: Women and men age 15-49

Men are more likely than women to be currently employed (72% versus 69%) (Table 3.6.1 and Table
3.6.2). Twenty-eight percent of women and 25% of men reported that they had not been employed in the
12 months preceding the survey.

Trends: The proportion of women who are currently employed increased slightly from 68% in 2013 to
69% in 2019. Over the same period, the proportion of men who are currently employed dropped from 78%
to 72%.

Patterns by background characteristics

= Women and men who are currently married and those who are divorced, separated, or widowed are
more likely to be employed than those who have never been married (Table 3.6.1 and Table 3.6.2).

=  Rural men and women (82% and 81%, respectively) are more likely than urban men and women (60%
and 55%, respectively) to be currently employed.

= Women and men in the Western Area province are less likely to be currently employed than those in
other provinces.

= By district, the percentage of women who are currently employed is lowest in Western Area Urban
(49%) and highest in Karene (84%).
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= Women and men with no education are more Figure 3.5 Employment status by
likely to be employed than those in the other education

with education categories (Figure 3.5). Percentage of women and men age 15-49

who are currently employed

= Women and men in the lowest wealth quintile = Women = Men
are more likely than those in the highest wealth g5 20
quintile to be employed (Table 3.6.1 and 3.6.2). 72 75

No education Primary  Secondary More than

secondary

3.5 OCCUPATION

Occupation

Categorised as professional/technical/managerial, clerical, sales and services,

skilled manual, unskilled manual, agriculture, and other.

Sample: Women and men age 15-49 who were currently employed or had

worked in the 12 months before the survey
Women and men are mostly employed in the Figure 3.6 Occupation

. 0 0 .

agricultural sector (54% aqd 49%, respectively), Percentage of women and men age 15-49
followed by sales and services (37% and 22%, employed in the 12 months before the
respectively) (Table 3.7.1, Table 3.7.2, and Figure survey by occupation
3.6). Womgn are much less likely than men to be Professional = Women
employed in skilled manual labour (4% versus 9%). technical/ = Men
Women are also less likely to be employed in managerial
professional/technical/managerial jobs (3% versus
14%).

Sales and services

Trends: Since 2013, there has been a slight increase
in the percentage of women employed in
professional/technical/managerial jobs, from 2% to Skilled manual
3%. Similarly, the proportion of women employed in
the agricultural sector has increased slightly from
52% to 54%. Among men, the proportion employed Unskilled manual
in professional/technical/managerial jobs doubled
from 7% in 2013 to 14% in 2019, while the

roportion working in the agricultural sector i
Sec?ined from 55‘V? to 49%.g Agriculture 49

54

Patterns by background characteristics

= Urban women and men are most likely to be employed in sales and services (70% and 39%,
respectively). Conversely, a majority of rural women and men work in agriculture (79% and 73%,
respectively) (Tables 3.7.1, 3.7.2 and Table 3.8).

= Women and men with more than a secondary education are more likely than those in the other
education categories to have professional/technical/managerial jobs (52% and 57%, respectively).
Women and men with no education are more likely to work in agriculture than in any other sector
(71% each).
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= Men and women in the lowest wealth quintile are most likely to be employed in agriculture (85% and
90%, respectively).

3.6 HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE

Ninety-six percent of women and 97% of men age 15-49 do not have health insurance coverage (Tables
3.9.1 and 3.9.2). Overall, health insurance coverage is extremely low across background characteristic
categories; however, 14% of women and 12% of men with more than a secondary education have some
form of insurance.

Trends: The percentage of women with no health insurance decreased from 99% in 2013 to 96% in 2019.
Over the same period, the percentage among men decreased from 98% to 97%.

3.7 ToBAccO USE

Tobacco use is not common among women age 15-49, with 3% reporting that they use any type of tobacco
(Table 3.10.1). Among men age 15-49, 19% currently smoke tobacco, including 17% who smoke on a
daily basis (Table 3.10.2).

Trends: The percentage of women who smoke cigarettes has dropped slightly since 2013, from 4% to 3%.
Similarly, the percentage of men who smoke cigarettes has declined from 27% to 18%.

Patterns by background characteristics

= Women and men age 40-44 are more likely than those in any other age group to smoke cigarettes (7%
and 37%, respectively) (Table 3.10.1 and Table 3.10.2).

= The proportion of cigarette smokers is higher among rural women (4%) and men (23%) than among
urban women (3%) and men (13%).

= The proportion of women and men who smoke is highest among those with no education and those in
the lowest wealth quintile.
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For more information on the characteristics of survey respondents, see the following tables:

Background characteristics of respondents
Educational attainment: Women
Educational attainment: Men

Literacy: Women

Literacy: Men

Exposure to mass media: Women
Exposure to mass media: Men

Internet usage: Women

Internet usage: Men

Employment status: Women

Employment status: Men

Occupation: Women

Occupation: Men

Type of employment: Women

Health insurance coverage: Women

Health insurance coverage: Men

Tobacco smoking: Women

Tobacco smoking: Men

Average number of cigarettes smoked daily: Men
Smokeless tobacco use and any tobacco use
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Table 3.1 Background characteristics of respondents

Percent distribution of women and men age 15-49 by selected background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Women Men
Background Weighted Weighted Unweighted Weighted Weighted Unweighted
characteristic percent number number percent number number
Age
15-19 22.0 3,427 3,460 24.1 1,541 1,585
20-24 16.9 2,629 2,602 14.7 937 924
25-29 17.5 2,728 2,619 15.9 1,015 957
30-34 125 1,942 1,963 12.4 793 769
35-39 14.3 2,224 2,251 12.4 791 803
40-44 8.6 1,337 1,358 9.8 624 649
45-49 8.3 1,288 1,321 10.7 682 678
Religion
Christian 23.2 3,616 3,546 22.1 1,409 1,380
Islam 76.7 11,953 12,021 77.9 4,974 4,983
Other* 0.0 6 7 0.0 2 2
Ethnic group
Creole 0.9 139 103 19 122 84
Fullah 3.7 576 684 4.0 253 289
Kono 4.4 680 668 4.2 268 275
Limba 8.7 1,361 1,355 8.9 570 567
Loko 2.0 313 294 21 132 120
Mandingo 2.8 429 455 29 184 204
Mende 31.2 4,863 4,979 29.8 1,904 1,953
Sherbro 18 283 296 2.0 126 146
Temne 35.2 5,488 4,886 35.7 2,281 2,039
Korankoh 4.2 658 960 35 225 322
Other 5.0 785 894 5.0 318 366
Marital status
Never married 325 5,058 4,966 45.9 2,928 2,896
Married 58.5 9,107 9,281 46.5 2,970 3,042
Living together 39 608 556 4.1 264 223
Divorced/separated 2.9 450 445 3.0 190 178
Widowed 2.3 351 326 0.5 32 26
Residence
Urban 46.0 7,163 6,399 46.8 2,990 2,613
Rural 54.0 8,411 9,175 53.2 3,394 3,752
Province
Eastern 19.7 3,069 2,978 19.6 1,251 1,245
Northern 21.3 3,317 3,971 21.2 1,353 1,592
North West 16.1 2,508 2,498 15.4 982 993
Southern 18.6 2,900 3,513 18.7 1,192 1,446
Western Area 24.3 3,780 2,614 25.1 1,606 1,089
District
Kailahun 45 707 814 4.8 307 358
Kenema 9.2 1,437 1,196 8.7 557 470
Kono 5.9 925 968 6.1 387 417
Bombali 7.5 1,166 1,134 7.4 472 461
Falaba 3.0 466 922 2.3 148 302
Koinadugu 3.0 469 819 3.1 196 342
Tonkolili 7.8 1,215 1,096 8.4 538 487
Kambia 5.7 890 916 5.4 345 360
Karene 3.0 462 612 3.0 192 252
Port Loko 7.4 1,157 970 7.0 445 381
Bo 8.0 1,250 1,222 8.2 525 521
Bonthe 3.0 468 698 3.1 199 301
Moyamba 4.7 726 896 4.5 290 360
Pujehun 2.9 456 697 2.8 178 264
Western Area Rural 9.0 1,407 1,132 8.5 542 439
Western Area Urban 15.2 2,373 1,482 16.7 1,064 650
Education
No education 45,5 7,081 7,535 29.2 1,865 2,049
Primary 13.5 2,103 2,034 13.7 876 901
Secondary 36.8 5,724 5,419 48.9 3,120 2,941
More than secondary 4.3 666 586 8.2 523 474

Continued...
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Table 3.1—Continued

Women Men

Background Weighted Weighted Unweighted Weighted Weighted Unweighted
characteristic percent number number percent number number
Wealth quintile

Lowest 17.6 2,738 3,077 17.3 1,104 1,270

Second 18.2 2,831 3,022 17.6 1,123 1,187

Middle 19.0 2,954 3,190 17.9 1,145 1,258

Fourth 21.7 3,385 3,366 22.3 1,422 1,385

Highest 235 3,666 2,919 24.9 1,590 1,265
Total 15-49 100.0 15,574 15,574 100.0 6,384 6,365
50-59 na na na na 813 832
Total 15-59 na na na na 7,197 7,197

Note: Education categories refer to the highest level of education attended, whether or not that level was completed.

na = Not applicable

1 Other religion includes traditional and none.
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Table 3.2.1 Educational attainment: Women

Percent distribution of women age 15-49 by highest level of schooling attended or completed, and median years completed, according to
background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Highest level of schooling Median
Background No Some Completed Some Completed More than years Number of
characteristic education primary primary* secondary secondary? secondary Total completed women
Age
15-24 18.5 11.8 4.3 56.0 6.9 25 100.0 7.1 6,055
15-19 13.9 14.2 4.4 64.3 2.8 0.4 100.0 6.9 3,427
20-24 245 8.6 4.3 45.1 12.3 5.2 100.0 7.6 2,629
25-29 38.9 10.0 4.0 29.4 10.1 7.5 100.0 5.2 2,728
30-34 61.9 9.8 2.8 14.0 3.8 7.6 100.0 0.0 1,942
35-39 74.6 8.7 21 9.6 1.7 34 100.0 0.0 2,224
40-44 76.9 7.2 25 9.0 0.9 3.6 100.0 0.0 1,337
45-49 78.5 5.9 4.2 6.7 1.6 3.1 100.0 0.0 1,288
Residence
Urban 27.9 7.2 29 44.2 9.5 8.4 100.0 7.4 7,163
Rural 60.5 12.2 4.2 20.4 19 0.8 100.0 0.0 8,411
Province
Eastern 49.7 10.4 4.1 29.5 4.1 2.2 100.0 1.0 3,069
Northern 54.5 9.0 3.3 26.9 4.2 2.2 100.0 0.0 3,317
North West 55.4 10.7 3.2 26.0 2.9 1.7 100.0 0.0 2,508
Southern 49.0 12.8 4.7 27.0 3.8 2.7 100.0 12 2,900
Western Area 24.9 7.5 3.0 43.7 10.3 10.6 100.0 7.8 3,780
District
Kailahun 50.2 15.3 3.6 27.1 18 2.0 100.0 0.0 707
Kenema 49.5 9.4 35 30.8 4.0 2.7 100.0 1.3 1,437
Kono 49.5 8.3 5.2 29.2 6.1 17 100.0 13 925
Bombali 42.4 10.7 3.3 34.2 5.8 3.7 100.0 4.4 1,166
Falaba 76.8 3.1 3.0 141 2.0 11 100.0 0.0 466
Koinadugu 55.1 9.9 2.0 25.6 5.2 2.2 100.0 0.0 469
Tonkolili 57.3 9.4 3.8 25.3 3.1 12 100.0 0.0 1,215
Kambia 56.4 10.4 2.6 26.7 2.3 1.6 100.0 0.0 890
Karene 58.1 15.8 2.8 21.4 15 0.3 100.0 0.0 462
Port Loko 53.6 8.9 3.7 27.4 4.0 24 100.0 0.0 1,157
Bo 40.1 16.2 4.7 30.2 4.8 4.0 100.0 4.1 1,250
Bonthe 55.4 8.1 5.3 24.4 4.5 24 100.0 0.0 468
Moyamba 53.0 10.1 6.0 26.5 25 19 100.0 0.0 726
Pujehun 60.4 125 2.2 21.7 2.3 0.9 100.0 0.0 456
Western Area Rural 28.6 8.6 3.9 43.1 9.1 6.6 100.0 6.8 1,407
Western Area Urban 22.7 6.8 24 44.1 111 13.0 100.0 8.5 2,373
Wealth quintile
Lowest 69.4 13.0 3.9 13.2 0.5 0.1 100.0 0.0 2,738
Second 63.3 12.7 4.1 18.7 0.9 0.2 100.0 0.0 2,831
Middle 52.1 11.2 4.4 28.6 2.9 0.8 100.0 0.0 2,954
Fourth 33.1 8.4 34 44.2 7.6 3.3 100.0 6.3 3,385
Highest 19.9 5.8 25 45.1 125 14.2 100.0 8.8 3,666
Total 45.5 9.9 3.6 31.4 5.4 4.3 100.0 3.7 15,574

1 Completed grade 6 at the primary level
2 Completed grade 6 at the secondary level
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Table 3.2.2 Educational attainment: Men

Percent distribution of men age 15-49 by highest level of schooling attended or completed, and median years completed, according to background
characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Highest level of schooling Median
Background No Some Completed Some Completed More than years Number of
characteristic education primary primary* secondary secondary? secondary Total completed men
Age
15-24 13.8 11.4 4.0 58.7 9.7 24 100.0 75 2,479
15-19 12.4 15.1 4.2 65.6 2.7 0.1 100.0 6.8 1,541
20-24 16.1 5.4 3.8 47.4 21.2 6.1 100.0 9.6 937
25-29 19.3 7.4 3.0 36.3 21.8 12.3 100.0 9.3 1,015
30-34 30.5 6.5 25 27.8 15.9 16.7 100.0 8.1 793
35-39 47.2 11.3 3.9 17.2 7.8 12.6 100.0 1.8 791
40-44 51.7 10.3 5.3 19.3 3.8 9.6 100.0 0.0 624
45-49 57.0 8.3 6.0 17.3 4.4 7.0 100.0 0.0 682
Residence
Urban 15.3 5.9 3.6 45.0 16.0 14.2 100.0 9.3 2,990
Rural 415 13.1 4.4 31.6 6.6 29 100.0 4.1 3,394
Province
Eastern 37.2 10.7 4.3 34.3 8.7 4.8 100.0 5.3 1,251
Northern 34.6 7.9 3.2 36.7 11.5 6.1 100.0 6.4 1,353
North West 28.6 12.5 3.1 43.5 7.4 4.9 100.0 6.2 982
Southern 36.4 145 54 29.2 8.2 6.3 100.0 4.9 1,192
Western Area 13.6 5.3 4.0 44.7 16.6 16.0 100.0 9.8 1,606
District
Kailahun 34.3 13.0 3.9 37.8 7.0 4.0 100.0 53 307
Kenema 40.4 9.7 2.6 33.7 7.9 5.6 100.0 4.9 557
Kono 34.8 10.4 6.9 32.3 11.3 4.2 100.0 5.6 387
Bombali 29.1 7.3 2.6 40.9 13.3 6.9 100.0 7.0 472
Falaba 56.1 10.6 2.7 22.9 3.3 45 100.0 0.0 148
Koinadugu 37.5 8.0 1.7 31.9 11.5 9.4 100.0 6.2 196
Tonkolili 325 7.6 45 38.6 12.2 4.6 100.0 6.5 538
Kambia 26.0 9.9 3.0 51.5 6.2 3.4 100.0 6.9 345
Karene 35.6 18.3 1.0 37.5 5.3 24 100.0 4.6 192
Port Loko 275 12.0 4.1 40.0 9.2 7.2 100.0 6.5 445
Bo 27.1 15.4 54 34.1 9.7 8.3 100.0 6.1 525
Bonthe 52.2 10.1 8.2 18.6 6.4 4.5 100.0 0.0 199
Moyamba 33.4 14.0 5.7 34.9 6.6 54 100.0 5.2 290
Pujehun 51.0 17.4 1.7 17.0 8.7 4.1 100.0 0.0 178
Western Area Rural 17.6 8.0 24 43.6 17.5 10.8 100.0 9.1 542
Western Area Urban 115 3.8 4.8 45.2 16.1 18.6 100.0 10.1 1,064
Wealth quintile
Lowest 56.6 12.3 3.7 23.0 3.6 0.8 100.0 0.0 1,104
Second 38.5 14.5 5.6 337 5.6 21 100.0 45 1,123
Middle 34.7 13.7 4.2 35.9 75 4.0 100.0 5.2 1,145
Fourth 18.1 7.8 3.3 46.1 17.1 7.7 100.0 8.4 1,422
Highest 9.7 34 35 45.2 17.0 21.1 100.0 10.3 1,590
Total 15-49 29.2 9.7 4.0 37.9 11.0 8.2 100.0 6.8 6,384
50-59 60.4 5.7 35 15.7 4.7 9.9 100.0 0.0 813
Total 15-59 327 9.3 3.9 35.4 10.3 8.4 100.0 6.4 7,197

1 Completed grade 6 at the primary level
2 Completed grade 6 at the secondary level
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Table 3.3.1 Literacy: Women

Percent distribution of women age 15-49 by level of schooling attended and level of literacy, and percentage literate, according to background characteristics,
Sierra Leone DHS 2019

No schooling, primary or secondary school

Higher than Canread a Can read No card with
Background secondary whole part of a Cannot read required Blind/visually Percentage  Number of
characteristic schooling sentence sentence at all language impaired Total literate* women
Age
15-24 25 36.5 29.1 31.8 0.0 0.0 100.0 68.1 6,055
15-19 0.4 39.3 34.1 26.2 0.0 0.1 100.0 73.8 3,427
20-24 5.2 33.0 22.7 39.2 0.0 0.0 100.0 60.8 2,629
25-29 7.5 20.0 18.7 53.6 0.1 0.0 100.0 46.3 2,728
30-34 7.6 7.9 111 73.2 0.0 0.1 100.0 26.7 1,942
35-39 34 4.7 9.4 82.5 0.0 0.0 100.0 17.5 2,224
40-44 3.6 5.5 5.7 85.2 0.1 0.0 100.0 14.7 1,337
45-49 3.1 3.8 6.8 86.2 0.0 0.0 100.0 13.7 1,288
Residence
Urban 8.4 32.9 21.0 37.6 0.1 0.0 100.0 62.3 7,163
Rural 0.8 9.3 16.1 73.8 0.0 0.0 100.0 26.2 8,411
Province
Eastern 2.2 13.6 18.7 65.5 0.0 0.0 100.0 345 3,069
Northern 2.2 16.9 19.4 61.5 0.0 0.0 100.0 385 3,317
North West 1.7 14.7 15.3 68.2 0.0 0.0 100.0 31.7 2,508
Southern 2.7 18.6 16.4 62.3 0.0 0.0 100.0 37.7 2,900
Western Area 10.6 33.2 20.8 35.2 0.1 0.1 100.0 64.7 3,780
District
Kailahun 2.0 7.1 15.2 75.7 0.0 0.0 100.0 24.3 707
Kenema 2.7 14.9 21.2 61.2 0.0 0.0 100.0 38.8 1,437
Kono 1.7 16.5 17.4 64.4 0.0 0.1 100.0 35.6 925
Bombali 3.7 24.8 18.5 52.9 0.0 0.1 100.0 47.0 1,166
Falaba 11 10.3 8.3 80.3 0.0 0.0 100.0 19.7 466
Koinadugu 2.2 20.6 13.2 64.1 0.0 0.0 100.0 35.9 469
Tonkolili 1.2 10.4 26.8 61.6 0.0 0.0 100.0 38.4 1,215
Kambia 16 14.0 18.2 66.1 0.0 0.1 100.0 33.8 890
Karene 0.3 6.8 16.8 76.1 0.0 0.0 100.0 23.9 462
Port Loko 24 18.3 12.6 66.7 0.0 0.0 100.0 33.3 1,157
Bo 4.0 21.6 17.7 56.7 0.0 0.0 100.0 43.3 1,250
Bonthe 24 16.3 18.7 62.6 0.0 0.0 100.0 37.4 468
Moyamba 1.9 175 17.0 63.6 0.0 0.0 100.0 36.4 726
Pujehun 0.9 14.2 9.5 75.1 0.0 0.3 100.0 24.6 456
Western Area Rural 6.6 26.0 247 42.6 0.1 0.0 100.0 57.3 1,407
Western Area Urban 13.0 37.5 18.6 30.7 0.2 0.1 100.0 69.0 2,373
Wealth quintile
Lowest 0.1 4.0 14.4 81.5 0.0 0.1 100.0 18.5 2,738
Second 0.2 7.6 14.7 77.4 0.0 0.0 100.0 22,5 2,831
Middle 0.8 13.7 19.2 66.3 0.0 0.0 100.0 337 2,954
Fourth 3.3 29.0 23.2 44.5 0.0 0.0 100.0 55.5 3,385
Highest 14.2 39.0 19.1 27.5 0.1 0.1 100.0 72.3 3,666
Total 4.3 20.2 18.4 57.1 0.0 0.0 100.0 42.8 15,574

! Refers to women who attended schooling higher than the secondary level and women who can read a whole sentence or part of a sentence
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Table 3.3.2 Literacy: Men

Percent distribution of men age 15-49 by level of schooling attended and level of literacy, and percentage literate, according to background characteristics,
Sierra Leone DHS 2019

No schooling, primary or secondary school

Higher than Canread a Can read No card with
Background secondary whole part of a Cannot read required Blind/visually Percentage  Number of
characteristic schooling sentence sentence at all language impaired Total literate* men
Age
15-24 2.4 46.1 29.7 21.7 0.1 0.0 100.0 78.1 2,479
15-19 0.1 44.4 34.1 215 0.0 0.0 100.0 78.5 1,541
20-24 6.1 48.8 22.6 222 0.3 0.0 100.0 775 937
25-29 12.3 36.8 23.8 27.1 0.0 0.0 100.0 72.9 1,015
30-34 16.7 24.4 19.7 39.2 0.0 0.0 100.0 60.8 793
35-39 12.6 11.8 16.9 58.6 0.1 0.0 100.0 41.3 791
40-44 9.6 11.5 18.8 60.1 0.0 0.0 100.0 39.9 624
45-49 7.0 13.1 14.6 65.1 0.0 0.1 100.0 34.7 682
Residence
Urban 14.2 41.3 234 21.0 0.1 0.0 100.0 78.9 2,990
Rural 2.9 215 231 52.4 0.0 0.0 100.0 475 3,394
Province
Eastern 4.8 30.5 17.8 46.9 0.0 0.0 100.0 53.1 1,251
Northern 6.1 30.5 22.3 41.1 0.0 0.0 100.0 58.9 1,353
North West 4.9 31.8 26.5 36.8 0.0 0.0 100.0 63.2 982
Southern 6.3 20.5 23.2 49.9 0.1 0.1 100.0 50.0 1,192
Western Area 16.0 38.2 26.3 19.3 0.2 0.0 100.0 80.5 1,606
District
Kailahun 4.0 37.0 16.0 43.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 57.0 307
Kenema 5.6 28.3 15.6 50.4 0.0 0.0 100.0 49.6 557
Kono 4.2 285 224 448 0.0 0.0 100.0 55.2 387
Bombali 6.9 28.4 27.3 37.4 0.0 0.0 100.0 62.6 472
Falaba 4.5 21.4 15.8 58.3 0.0 0.0 100.0 41.7 148
Koinadugu 9.4 38.0 11.0 41.6 0.0 0.0 100.0 58.4 196
Tonkolili 4.6 32.2 23.8 39.4 0.0 0.0 100.0 60.6 538
Kambia 34 40.7 235 32.4 0.0 0.0 100.0 67.6 345
Karene 24 16.7 30.8 50.2 0.0 0.0 100.0 49.8 192
Port Loko 7.2 31.4 27.0 34.4 0.0 0.0 100.0 65.6 445
Bo 8.3 26.6 25.7 39.4 0.0 0.0 100.0 60.6 525
Bonthe 45 16.6 20.1 58.8 0.0 0.0 100.0 41.2 199
Moyamba 5.4 14.6 29.8 49.5 0.3 0.3 100.0 49.8 290
Pujehun 4.1 16.3 8.3 71.4 0.0 0.0 100.0 28.6 178
Western Area Rural 10.8 38.3 27.2 23.6 0.0 0.0 100.0 76.4 542
Western Area Urban 18.6 38.1 25.9 17.2 0.3 0.0 100.0 82.6 1,064
Wealth quintile
Lowest 0.8 13.1 16.9 69.0 0.1 0.1 100.0 30.8 1,104
Second 21 20.9 27.2 49.9 0.0 0.0 100.0 50.1 1,123
Middle 4.0 26.7 24.8 445 0.0 0.0 100.0 55.5 1,145
Fourth 7.7 43.1 24.2 24.9 0.0 0.0 100.0 75.1 1,422
Highest 21.1 41.9 22.9 13.9 0.2 0.0 100.0 85.9 1,590
Total 15-49 8.2 30.8 23.2 37.7 0.1 0.0 100.0 62.2 6,384
50-59 9.9 10.6 12.1 67.1 0.0 0.4 100.0 32.6 813
Total 15-59 8.4 28.5 22.0 41.0 0.1 0.1 100.0 58.9 7,197

1 Refers to men who attended schooling higher than the secondary level and men who can read a whole sentence or part of a sentence
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Table 3.4.1 Exposure to mass media: Women

Percentage of women age 15-49 who are exposed to specific media on a weekly basis, according to background characteristics, Sierra
Leone DHS 2019

Reads a Accesses all Accesses none
newspaper at Watches Listens to the three media at of the three
Background leastonce a  television at least  radio at least least once a media at least Number of
characteristic week once a week once a week week once a week women
Age
15-19 2.1 15.9 19.9 1.0 71.7 3,427
20-24 3.0 17.7 255 1.3 66.1 2,629
25-29 3.4 18.4 26.8 1.9 65.3 2,728
30-34 2.4 16.1 26.5 1.5 67.1 1,942
35-39 2.1 11.2 23.7 1.3 721 2,224
40-44 2.6 10.0 24.2 2.0 73.2 1,337
45-49 1.3 8.7 22.5 0.7 74.5 1,288
Residence
Urban 45 28.2 29.5 2.8 57.9 7,163
Rural 0.8 3.6 19.4 0.2 79.4 8,411
Province
Eastern 0.5 6.0 17.8 0.1 78.9 3,069
Northern 1.8 12.3 30.6 0.7 64.9 3,317
North West 1.2 4.1 19.5 0.4 78.6 2,508
Southern 1.6 6.6 16.5 0.4 80.4 2,900
Western Area 6.4 37.9 32.0 4.4 51.4 3,780
District
Kailahun 0.4 15 18.7 0.0 80.3 707
Kenema 0.5 9.7 23.4 0.2 71.6 1,437
Kono 0.5 3.7 8.4 0.2 89.3 925
Bombali 2.6 22.6 43.2 11 48.0 1,166
Falaba 0.3 5.2 5.4 0.1 90.5 466
Koinadugu 15 3.9 29.3 0.1 68.0 469
Tonkolili 1.8 8.5 28.6 0.7 70.0 1,215
Kambia 0.7 0.9 16.0 0.1 83.6 890
Karene 1.1 5.3 24.0 0.4 73.9 462
Port Loko 17 6.0 20.4 0.7 76.7 1,157
Bo 1.3 10.5 15.2 0.5 79.8 1,250
Bonthe 0.8 5.4 11.0 0.2 86.3 468
Moyamba 2.2 11 16.0 0.1 82.9 726
Pujehun 2.2 6.0 26.6 0.8 72.1 456
Western Area Rural 57 22.4 30.6 3.1 60.9 1,407
Western Area Urban 6.8 47.2 32.9 5.2 45.8 2,373
Education
No education 0.1 6.5 17.6 0.0 79.3 7,081
Primary 0.4 10.4 235 0.1 71.9 2,103
Secondary 3.9 22.9 28.5 1.9 61.0 5,724
More than secondary 23.1 50.0 55.2 15.6 30.3 666
Wealth quintile
Lowest 0.3 17 15.4 0.0 83.9 2,738
Second 0.4 24 18.2 0.0 80.9 2,831
Middle 1.0 4.1 19.9 0.2 78.1 2,954
Fourth 23 12.3 26.3 0.7 67.7 3,385
Highest 7.3 45.6 36.1 5.2 44.6 3,666
Total 25 14.9 24.0 1.4 69.5 15,574
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Table 3.4.2 Exposure to mass media: Men

Percentage of men age 15-49 who are exposed to specific media on a weekly basis, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone
DHS 2019

Reads a Accesses all Accesses none
newspaper at Watches Listens to the three media at of the three
Background leastonce a  television at least  radio at least least once a media at least
characteristic week once a week once a week week once a week Number of men
Age
15-19 3.9 15.8 24.4 2.0 67.6 1,541
20-24 10.9 20.4 37.0 4.7 54.2 937
25-29 13.4 25.2 44.7 7.2 46.8 1,015
30-34 12.0 21.3 45.5 6.4 48.8 793
35-39 8.1 15.0 42.0 5.6 53.8 791
40-44 6.9 13.5 41.0 3.2 55.2 624
45-49 7.0 13.2 43.6 4.4 53.7 682
Residence
Urban 16.5 35.2 49.7 9.3 38.2 2,990
Rural 1.6 3.0 27.6 0.5 70.9 3,394
Province
Eastern 4.1 8.6 33.1 1.7 63.8 1,251
Northern 3.0 8.4 23.8 1.1 71.8 1,353
North West 3.4 6.2 38.0 15 59.5 982
Southern 3.1 8.0 35.8 1.2 60.9 1,192
Western Area 24.0 48.3 55.3 14.3 29.1 1,606
District
Kailahun 2.8 1.7 43.3 0.0 55.8 307
Kenema 6.1 15.3 31.8 3.2 62.7 557
Kono 2.2 4.5 26.7 1.1 71.7 387
Bombali 2.7 16.0 27.5 1.7 64.8 472
Falaba 3.1 3.3 12.2 0.9 84.7 148
Koinadugu 5.4 9.5 38.7 0.0 54.3 196
Tonkolili 2.2 2.8 18.3 0.9 80.8 538
Kambia 5.7 6.5 43.7 25 53.2 345
Karene 1.1 3.4 43.2 0.5 55.3 192
Port Loko 25 7.2 315 1.0 66.1 445
Bo 2.6 13.6 48.0 0.9 46.2 525
Bonthe 3.0 3.7 25.2 0.7 71.6 199
Moyamba 4.5 3.6 22.8 2.6 76.9 290
Pujehun 2.2 3.6 325 0.4 65.9 178
Western Area Rural 16.4 21.3 40.7 6.7 49.0 542
Western Area Urban 28.0 62.0 62.7 18.1 19.0 1,064
Education
No education 0.0 4.4 26.2 0.0 72.3 1,865
Primary 0.4 9.4 32.3 0.1 64.2 876
Secondary 10.6 23.7 41.4 5.3 49.4 3,120
More than secondary 40.7 47.6 68.6 24.2 18.1 523
Wealth quintile
Lowest 0.3 0.6 18.7 0.1 80.9 1,104
Second 0.8 1.3 28.3 0.1 70.9 1,123
Middle 3.6 3.4 34.2 0.8 63.7 1,145
Fourth 75 12.5 40.2 1.8 53.4 1,422
Highest 24.4 57.6 58.9 16.2 23.2 1,590
Total 15-49 8.6 18.1 38.0 4.6 55.6 6,384
50-59 8.5 10.7 44.6 3.8 51.3 813
Total 15-59 8.6 17.2 38.7 45 55.1 7,197
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Table 3.5.1 Internet usage: Women

Percentage of women age 15-49 who have ever used the internet and percentage who have used the internet in the past 12 months, and among women who have
used the internet in the past 12 months, percent distribution by frequency of internet use in the past month, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone
DHS 2019

Used the Among respondents who have used the internet in the past 12 months, percentage who,
internet in the in the past month, used the internet:
Background Ever used the past 12 Almost every Atleastonce Less than
characteristic internet months Number day a week once a week Not at all Total Number
Age
15-19 13.0 11.3 3,427 53.0 33.8 12.8 0.3 100.0 389
20-24 23.6 21.6 2,629 59.2 30.0 10.0 0.8 100.0 567
25-29 21.1 19.7 2,728 62.0 28.1 9.3 0.6 100.0 537
30-34 13.4 12.3 1,942 67.2 24.2 8.6 0.0 100.0 239
35-39 8.3 7.7 2,224 65.9 26.2 7.0 0.9 100.0 171
40-44 6.7 6.3 1,337 70.0 19.2 8.5 2.3 100.0 84
45-49 5.0 4.7 1,288 60.2 35.8 3.3 0.7 100.0 60
Residence
Urban 27.8 25.6 7,163 63.0 27.7 8.9 0.5 100.0 1,832
Rural 2.9 2.6 8,411 41.9 40.0 16.3 1.8 100.0 215
Province
Eastern 7.6 6.6 3,069 45.6 38.7 15.7 0.0 100.0 203
Northern 8.0 7.1 3,317 61.6 30.6 6.1 1.7 100.0 236
North West 5.2 4.8 2,508 45.0 37.5 15.5 21 100.0 121
Southern 8.2 75 2,900 73.3 22.6 3.9 0.2 100.0 218
Western Area 36.3 33.6 3,780 62.3 27.4 9.8 0.4 100.0 1,270
District
Kailahun 3.0 3.0 707 * * * * * 22
Kenema 6.8 5.8 1,437 52.1 43.6 4.3 0.0 100.0 83
Kono 12.4 10.6 925 40.9 33.1 26.0 0.0 100.0 98
Bombali 11.3 9.8 1,166 64.5 29.9 51 0.5 100.0 114
Falaba 4.8 4.7 466 (7.1) (69.7) (18.1) (5.1) 100.0 22
Koinadugu 14.1 11.8 469 61.5 30.2 6.1 22 100.0 55
Tonkolili 3.6 3.6 1,215 (81.4) (13.2) (2.6) (2.8) 100.0 44
Kambia 3.3 2.8 890 (56.4) (35.9) (7.7) 0.0) 100.0 25
Karene 1.2 1.0 462 * * * * * 5
Port Loko 8.4 7.9 1,157 43.6 36.1 17.5 2.7 100.0 91
Bo 11.9 11.3 1,250 80.8 17.9 1.3 0.0 100.0 141
Bonthe 6.1 4.8 468 (42.9) (46.2) (8.9) (2.0) 100.0 23
Moyamba 6.0 5.3 726 (72.5) (19.1) (8.5) 0.0) 100.0 38
Pujehun 3.9 3.4 456 (51.3) (39.5) 9.2) (0.0) 100.0 15
Western Area Rural 25.4 23.4 1,407 59.9 27.5 12.2 0.4 100.0 329
Western Area Urban 42.8 39.6 2,373 63.2 27.4 9.0 0.4 100.0 940
Education
No education 1.7 1.4 7,081 51.4 32.9 12.0 3.7 100.0 100
Primary 4.8 4.1 2,103 42.5 42.3 15.2 0.0 100.0 86
Secondary 26.2 23.6 5,724 55.6 31.9 11.9 0.6 100.0 1,349
More than secondary 78.3 76.9 666 79.2 18.2 2.3 0.2 100.0 512
Wealth quintile
Lowest 0.5 0.3 2,738 * * * * * 9
Second 1.2 1.0 2,831 (34.6) (47.1) (16.1) (2.3) (100.0) 28
Middle 4.3 3.7 2,954 35.5 42.1 21.4 1.0 100.0 109
Fourth 17.4 15.1 3,385 53.2 31.9 14.2 0.7 100.0 510
Highest 40.4 37.9 3,666 66.3 26.3 6.9 0.5 100.0 1,390
Total 14.4 13.1 15,574 60.7 29.0 9.7 0.6 100.0 2,047

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has
been suppressed.
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Table 3.5.2 Internet usage: Men

Percentage of men age 15-49 who have ever used the internet and percentage who have used the internet in the past 12 months, and among men who have used
the internet in the past 12 months, percent distribution by frequency of internet use in the past month, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS
2019

Used the Among respondents who have used the internet in the past 12 months, percentage who,
internet in the in the past month, used the internet:
Background Ever used the past 12 Almost every Atleastonce Less than
characteristic internet months Number day a week once a week Not at all Total Number
Age
15-19 23.7 20.9 1,541 45.4 30.6 19.0 5.0 100.0 323
20-24 45.6 42.9 937 44.2 34.1 16.6 5.2 100.0 402
25-29 44.2 39.0 1,015 52.5 334 10.7 35 100.0 396
30-34 39.4 38.0 793 61.6 25.7 8.6 4.1 100.0 302
35-39 25.3 23.2 791 53.6 29.6 13.9 3.0 100.0 183
40-44 15.9 145 624 48.0 30.6 17.2 4.3 100.0 90
45-49 12.7 11.8 682 54.4 35.8 9.9 0.0 100.0 81
Residence
Urban 52.4 48.9 2,990 53.6 30.3 12.3 3.9 100.0 1,463
Rural 11.0 9.2 3,394 38.1 36.2 20.8 5.0 100.0 313
Province
Eastern 18.7 17.0 1,251 47.8 35.8 8.8 7.6 100.0 212
Northern 20.9 18.9 1,353 51.8 29.9 15.4 2.9 100.0 255
North West 23.7 20.4 982 56.0 32.0 11.6 0.4 100.0 200
Southern 22.8 20.2 1,192 42.3 35.8 17.0 4.9 100.0 241
Western Area 57.2 54.0 1,606 52.5 29.2 14.1 4.2 100.0 868
District
Kailahun 12.2 11.3 307 (52.5) (30.4) (14.4) (2.7) 100.0 35
Kenema 22.8 20.9 557 41.1 40.2 6.3 12.4 100.0 116
Kono 18.0 15.9 387 58.0 30.6 10.2 1.2 100.0 62
Bombali 20.3 18.5 472 50.9 29.9 17.5 1.7 100.0 87
Falaba 12.3 10.2 148 (37.3) (37.7) (20.8) (4.1) 100.0 15
Koinadugu 38.4 35.6 196 75.2 15.5 7.0 22 100.0 70
Tonkolili 17.4 15.5 538 35.6 40.5 19.3 4.5 100.0 84
Kambia 29.9 25.3 345 60.1 28.3 10.7 0.9 100.0 87
Karene 13.2 10.1 192 (27.9) (56.9) (15.3) (0.0) 100.0 19
Port Loko 23.4 21.0 445 58.0 30.3 11.7 0.0 100.0 94
Bo 33.7 30.5 525 34.3 43.8 19.0 2.9 100.0 160
Bonthe 19.9 16.5 199 53.4 16.7 10.8 19.1 100.0 33
Moyamba 11.9 11.9 290 (61.5) (22.1) (16.4) 0.0) 100.0 35
Pujehun 11.4 7.4 178 * * * * * 13
Western Area Rural 39.6 36.1 542 38.0 44.3 15.6 2.2 100.0 196
Western Area Urban 66.2 63.2 1,064 56.7 24.8 13.7 4.8 100.0 672
Education
No education 3.3 2.8 1,865 43.0 29.7 18.1 9.2 100.0 52
Primary 8.7 6.5 876 38.3 27.0 32.6 2.2 100.0 57
Secondary 43.9 40.0 3,120 44.8 34.8 15.8 4.7 100.0 1,247
More than secondary 83.0 80.4 523 715 21.8 4.8 1.9 100.0 421
Wealth quintile
Lowest 43 3.1 1,104 (28.6) (36.6) (21.0) (13.8) (100.0) 35
Second 7.1 5.1 1,123 34.6 26.7 31.1 7.6 100.0 57
Middle 15.9 13.7 1,145 31.7 41.6 23.3 3.4 100.0 157
Fourth 39.4 35.2 1,422 40.8 37.2 16.0 6.1 100.0 500
Highest 67.4 64.6 1,590 60.3 27.0 10.0 2.7 100.0 1,028
Total 15-49 30.4 27.8 6,384 50.9 313 13.8 4.1 100.0 1,777
50-59 10.5 9.7 813 46.5 31.7 14.8 6.9 100.0 79
Total 15-59 28.1 25.8 7,197 50.7 31.3 13.8 4.2 100.0 1,855

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been
suppressed.
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Table 3.6.1 Employment status: Women

Percent distribution of women age 15-49 by employment status, according to background characteristics, Sierra
Leone DHS 2019

Employed in the 12 months Not employed

preceding the survey in the 12
months
Background Currently Not currently  preceding the Number of
characteristic employed* employed survey Total women
Age
15-19 37.0 3.2 59.8 100.0 3,427
20-24 59.2 29 38.0 100.0 2,629
25-29 75.9 3.0 211 100.0 2,728
30-34 82.1 24 15.4 100.0 1,942
35-39 87.5 2.1 10.4 100.0 2,224
40-44 87.6 2.3 10.0 100.0 1,337
45-49 88.2 1.6 10.1 100.0 1,288
Marital status
Never married 42.0 2.6 55.3 100.0 5,058
Married or living together 82.0 2.7 15.3 100.0 9,715
Divorced/separated/widowed 81.0 2.8 16.1 100.0 801
Number of living children
0 40.4 3.0 56.6 100.0 4,361
1-2 72.8 2.9 24.3 100.0 5,224
3-4 84.5 22 13.3 100.0 3,759
5+ 89.6 2.3 8.1 100.0 2,231
Residence
Urban 54.9 21 42.9 100.0 7,163
Rural 80.9 3.1 16.0 100.0 8,411
Province
Eastern 69.3 2.0 28.7 100.0 3,069
Northern 79.8 35 16.6 100.0 3,317
North West 73.2 3.3 235 100.0 2,508
Southern 70.9 3.0 26.1 100.0 2,900
Western Area 54.9 1.8 43.3 100.0 3,780
District
Kailahun 79.0 2.6 18.4 100.0 707
Kenema 68.0 0.9 311 100.0 1,437
Kono 64.0 3.2 32.8 100.0 925
Bombali 79.3 1.3 19.4 100.0 1,166
Falaba 71.2 10.6 18.2 100.0 466
Koinadugu 81.7 45 13.7 100.0 469
Tonkolili 83.0 2.6 14.4 100.0 1,215
Kambia 64.1 4.7 31.1 100.0 890
Karene 83.5 24 14.1 100.0 462
Port Loko 76.1 2.6 21.4 100.0 1,157
Bo 68.1 37 28.2 100.0 1,250
Bonthe 67.0 21 30.9 100.0 468
Moyamba 79.0 1.9 19.1 100.0 726
Pujehun 69.7 3.6 26.7 100.0 456
Western Area Rural 64.7 2.4 32.9 100.0 1,407
Western Area Urban 49.1 1.4 49.5 100.0 2,373
Education
No education 84.6 25 12.9 100.0 7,081
Primary 72.1 3.8 24.1 100.0 2,103
Secondary 495 25 47.9 100.0 5,724
More than secondary 60.3 1.7 38.1 100.0 666
Wealth quintile
Lowest 86.8 2.6 10.6 100.0 2,738
Second 81.9 3.7 14.4 100.0 2,831
Middle 73.4 3.0 23.6 100.0 2,954
Fourth 59.2 2.6 38.2 100.0 3,385
Highest 51.2 1.7 47.1 100.0 3,666
Total 69.0 2.7 28.4 100.0 15,574

1 “Currently employed” is defined as having done work in the past 7 days. Includes persons who did not work in the
past 7 days but who are regularly employed and were absent from work for leave, illness, vacation, or any other such
reason.
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Table 3.6.2 Employment status: Men

Percent distribution of men age 15-49 by employment status, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone

DHS 2019
Employed in the 12 months Not employed
preceding the survey in the 12
months
Background Currently Not currently  preceding the
characteristic employed* employed survey Total Number of men
Age
15-19 37.0 35 59.5 100.0 1,541
20-24 61.0 4.7 34.2 100.0 937
25-29 78.9 5.1 16.1 100.0 1,015
30-34 89.4 3.7 6.9 100.0 793
35-39 90.9 3.8 5.3 100.0 791
40-44 91.8 2.3 5.9 100.0 624
45-49 92.5 2.2 5.3 100.0 682
Marital status
Never married 49.5 4.2 46.3 100.0 2,928
Married or living together 90.8 3.4 5.9 100.0 3,234
Divorced/separated/widowed 85.7 2.7 11.6 100.0 222
Number of living children
0 50.1 4.0 45.9 100.0 2,896
1-2 86.6 4.1 9.3 100.0 1,560
3-4 90.7 3.0 6.3 100.0 1,048
5+ 93.4 3.1 35 100.0 880
Residence
Urban 60.2 5.1 34.7 100.0 2,990
Rural 81.7 2.6 15.7 100.0 3,394
Province
Eastern 74.1 4.2 21.7 100.0 1,251
Northern 78.0 21 20.0 100.0 1,353
North West 80.3 3.0 16.7 100.0 982
Southern 73.6 2.7 23.7 100.0 1,192
Western Area 57.7 6.0 36.3 100.0 1,606
District
Kailahun 80.2 4.7 15.0 100.0 307
Kenema 70.3 3.9 25.9 100.0 557
Kono 74.7 4.4 20.8 100.0 387
Bombali 76.7 2.3 21.0 100.0 472
Falaba 92.9 16 55 100.0 148
Koinadugu 78.2 0.0 21.8 100.0 196
Tonkolili 74.9 2.7 22.4 100.0 538
Kambia 72.3 3.9 23.8 100.0 345
Karene 79.9 2.4 17.7 100.0 192
Port Loko 86.6 2.6 10.9 100.0 445
Bo 62.8 3.3 33.9 100.0 525
Bonthe 84.6 53 10.1 100.0 199
Moyamba 76.2 0.3 23.4 100.0 290
Pujehun 89.0 1.6 9.4 100.0 178
Western Area Rural 58.3 3.3 38.4 100.0 542
Western Area Urban 57.4 7.3 35.2 100.0 1,064
Education
No education 89.8 2.2 8.1 100.0 1,865
Primary 74.5 3.1 22.3 100.0 876
Secondary 59.7 4.1 36.2 100.0 3,120
More than secondary 73.7 8.1 18.1 100.0 523
Wealth quintile
Lowest 84.0 2.8 13.2 100.0 1,104
Second 82.9 2.8 14.3 100.0 1,123
Middle 78.1 2.2 19.6 100.0 1,145
Fourth 61.8 4.3 33.8 100.0 1,422
Highest 59.2 5.6 35.2 100.0 1,590
Total 15-49 71.7 3.7 24.6 100.0 6,384
50-59 89.8 2.6 7.7 100.0 813
Total 15-59 73.7 3.6 22.7 100.0 7,197

1 “Currently employed” is defined as having done work in the past 7 days. Includes persons who did not work in the
past 7 days but who are regularly employed and were absent from work for leave, illness, vacation, or any other such

reason.
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Table 3.7.1 Occupation: Women

Percent distribution of women age 15-49 employed in the 12 months preceding the survey by occupation, according to background characteristics,

Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Professional/
Background technical/ Salesand  Skilled Unskilled Number of
characteristic managerial Clerical services manual manual  Agriculture Other Total women
Age
15-19 0.3 0.0 42.4 2.3 0.4 54.6 0.1 100.0 1,378
20-24 2.0 0.0 44.5 6.3 0.3 46.6 0.2 100.0 1,631
25-29 5.8 0.1 42.7 5.2 1.0 45.1 0.1 100.0 2,152
30-34 5.0 0.3 33.8 4.8 0.7 55.3 0.0 100.0 1,642
35-39 2.8 0.0 33.4 3.2 0.9 59.6 0.1 100.0 1,994
40-44 35 0.0 33.3 35 0.9 58.8 0.0 100.0 1,203
45-49 3.2 0.1 26.4 2.2 0.9 66.8 0.4 100.0 1,157
Marital status
Never married 5.0 0.2 52.5 5.8 0.6 35.8 0.3 100.0 2,258
Married or living together 2.8 0.1 321 3.7 0.8 60.5 0.1 100.0 8,226
Divorced/separated/widowed 52 0.0 48.7 3.7 0.8 41.6 0.1 100.0 672
Number of living children
0 3.2 0.2 46.5 5.2 0.6 43.9 0.4 100.0 1,893
1-2 5.4 0.1 42.9 5.2 0.7 45.4 0.1 100.0 3,954
3-4 2.7 0.0 32.4 35 0.8 60.5 0.1 100.0 3,260
5+ 0.7 0.1 25.2 1.9 0.6 71.5 0.0 100.0 2,050
Residence
Urban 7.4 0.2 70.0 9.4 1.3 11.5 0.2 100.0 4,089
Rural 1.0 0.0 18.3 1.0 0.4 79.1 0.1 100.0 7,068
Province
Eastern 3.0 0.1 22.0 2.6 0.5 71.8 0.1 100.0 2,188
Northern 1.8 0.0 36.7 15 0.7 59.2 0.1 100.0 2,766
North West 1.4 0.0 31.6 21 0.4 64.4 0.1 100.0 1,918
Southern 25 0.1 24.9 0.5 0.3 71.8 0.1 100.0 2,143
Western Area 8.4 0.2 70.9 14.4 1.8 3.8 0.4 100.0 2,142
District
Kailahun 24 0.0 15.6 23 0.3 79.4 0.0 100.0 577
Kenema 35 0.1 23.5 0.6 0.0 72.2 0.1 100.0 990
Kono 2.8 0.0 25.6 5.9 14 64.1 0.1 100.0 621
Bombali 21 0.1 56.6 0.7 0.0 40.4 0.1 100.0 940
Falaba 23 0.0 105 4.4 0.0 82.1 0.6 100.0 381
Koinadugu 2.2 0.0 28.7 2.6 1.7 64.8 0.0 100.0 405
Tonkolili 1.1 0.0 314 0.7 1.2 65.6 0.0 100.0 1,039
Kambia 23 0.0 37.3 1.9 0.1 58.5 0.0 100.0 613
Karene 0.7 0.0 14.7 1.8 0.0 82.5 0.2 100.0 396
Port Loko 1.2 0.1 35.1 25 0.7 60.4 0.0 100.0 909
Bo 3.2 0.1 32.0 0.8 0.1 63.8 0.1 100.0 897
Bonthe 2.0 0.0 24.3 0.2 0.2 73.3 0.0 100.0 324
Moyamba 25 0.0 19.3 0.0 0.3 77.8 0.1 100.0 588
Pujehun 1.1 0.1 16.1 0.6 0.7 81.3 0.1 100.0 334
Western Area Rural 5.3 0.3 75.5 7.8 2.6 8.1 0.3 100.0 945
Western Area Urban 10.9 0.2 67.3 19.7 1.1 0.4 0.4 100.0 1,197
Education
No education 0.3 0.0 26.0 2.6 0.6 70.5 0.1 100.0 6,169
Primary 1.2 0.0 35.7 4.4 0.7 58.0 0.1 100.0 1,595
Secondary 4.0 0.2 61.7 6.9 0.8 26.2 0.2 100.0 2,980
More than secondary 52.3 1.3 34.9 5.5 2.2 2.4 1.4 100.0 412
Wealth quintile
Lowest 0.1 0.0 9.0 0.4 0.4 90.0 0.0 100.0 2,449
Second 0.4 0.0 16.8 0.9 0.3 81.5 0.0 100.0 2,423
Middle 1.3 0.0 28.8 22 0.4 67.2 0.1 100.0 2,257
Fourth 4.7 0.1 72.2 6.3 1.3 15.3 0.1 100.0 2,091
Highest 12.2 0.4 70.6 12.6 1.4 2.4 0.5 100.0 1,938
Total 3.4 0.1 37.2 4.1 0.7 54.3 0.1 100.0 11,157
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Table 3.7.2 Occupation: Men

Percent distribution of men age 15-49 employed in the 12 months preceding the survey by occupation, according to background characteristics,

Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Professional/
Background technical/ Salesand  Skilled Unskilled Number of
characteristic managerial Clerical services manual manual  Agriculture  Other Total men
Age
15-19 3.6 0.0 18.4 7.4 4.5 65.7 0.4 100.0 623
20-24 12,5 0.6 27.2 9.3 5.8 42.9 1.7 100.0 617
25-29 16.2 0.3 26.0 111 5.8 39.8 0.9 100.0 852
30-34 21.4 0.8 25.4 10.5 5.1 36.6 0.2 100.0 738
35-39 13.0 0.4 23.1 9.1 7.0 46.9 0.5 100.0 749
40-44 14.2 0.0 20.0 5.2 4.9 55.4 0.3 100.0 587
45-49 13.6 0.2 15.3 8.0 4.6 58.0 0.2 100.0 646
Marital status
Never married 12.3 0.4 254 10.5 6.0 445 0.9 100.0 1,572
Married or living together 14.6 0.3 20.9 7.8 5.1 50.9 0.3 100.0 3,045
Divorced/separated/widowed 12.9 0.0 23.3 12.3 5.8 42.5 3.1 100.0 196
Number of living children
0 10.6 0.5 25.3 9.6 5.8 47.3 0.8 100.0 1,566
1-2 19.1 0.3 26.8 9.8 5.3 38.0 0.8 100.0 1,415
3-4 14.8 0.3 19.1 9.0 6.5 49.6 0.7 100.0 982
5+ 9.8 0.1 13.8 5.7 3.8 66.8 0.0 100.0 849
Residence
Urban 24.7 0.6 38.5 14.8 7.6 12.7 1.2 100.0 1,952
Rural 6.4 0.2 115 4.8 4.0 72.9 0.2 100.0 2,861
Province
Eastern 7.4 0.2 17.5 4.8 8.3 61.6 0.3 100.0 980
Northern 9.4 0.0 23.6 7.2 3.9 55.4 0.6 100.0 1,083
North West 8.9 0.0 20.2 7.3 1.0 62.2 0.5 100.0 818
Southern 10.4 0.3 141 55 4.8 64.2 0.6 100.0 909
Western Area 31.7 11 35.3 18.8 8.5 3.7 1.0 100.0 1,023
District
Kailahun 6.8 0.0 10.1 4.6 21 76.0 0.3 100.0 261
Kenema 7.0 0.1 21.9 4.0 6.7 60.4 0.0 100.0 413
Kono 8.5 0.4 17.7 6.1 15.6 50.9 0.8 100.0 307
Bombali 10.3 0.0 40.8 4.8 1.1 42.9 0.2 100.0 373
Falaba 6.6 0.0 4.6 115 0.8 76.2 0.3 100.0 139
Koinadugu 9.1 0.0 22.4 10.3 7.3 50.9 0.0 100.0 153
Tonkolili 9.6 0.0 14.9 6.7 6.3 61.3 1.2 100.0 418
Kambia 6.4 0.0 185 10.2 0.4 64.3 0.3 100.0 263
Karene 6.7 0.0 10.2 1.0 1.4 80.3 0.4 100.0 158
Port Loko 11.3 0.0 25.3 7.8 1.2 53.6 0.8 100.0 397
Bo 16.4 0.0 19.4 10.4 8.4 44.3 1.1 100.0 347
Bonthe 6.4 0.0 9.2 4.0 2.7 77.3 0.3 100.0 179
Moyamba 6.6 14 145 17 0.6 75.0 0.3 100.0 222
Pujehun 7.3 0.0 7.5 18 5.0 77.9 0.4 100.0 161
Western Area Rural 30.0 0.0 29.7 19.0 11.5 8.9 0.7 100.0 333
Western Area Urban 324 1.6 37.9 18.6 7.1 1.2 1.1 100.0 689
Education
No education 4.2 0.0 12.3 7.1 5.3 70.8 0.3 100.0 1,715
Primary 9.5 0.0 14.0 10.0 6.4 60.0 0.1 100.0 680
Secondary 14.3 0.4 33.0 10.4 6.1 34.9 1.0 100.0 1,990
More than secondary 56.8 1.9 27.4 7.0 1.4 4.2 1.3 100.0 428
Wealth quintile
Lowest 3.7 0.1 4.7 2.7 3.7 84.9 0.2 100.0 959
Second 45 0.0 9.0 5.2 4.0 77.1 0.3 100.0 962
Middle 8.1 0.3 16.6 8.2 4.0 62.6 0.1 100.0 920
Fourth 20.2 0.0 37.6 13.2 10.0 17.9 1.0 100.0 941
Highest 31.2 11 42.9 14.6 5.5 3.3 1.4 100.0 1,031
Total 15-49 13.8 0.3 22.4 8.9 54 48.5 0.6 100.0 4,813
50-59 14.9 0.6 12.6 4.0 3.7 62.4 1.9 100.0 750
Total 15-59 14.0 0.4 21.1 8.2 5.2 50.4 0.8 100.0 5,563
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Table 3.8 Type of employment: Women

Percent distribution of women age 15-49 employed in the 12 months preceding the survey by type of earnings,
type of employer, and continuity of employment, according to type of employment (agricultural or
nonagricultural), Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Employment
characteristic Agricultural work Nonagricultural work Total
Type of earnings
Cash only 20.9 62.6 39.9
Cash and in-kind 8.3 4.7 6.7
In-kind only 1.7 1.2 1.5
Not paid 69.0 315 51.9
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Type of employer
Employed by family member 24.0 13.1 19.0
Employed by non-family member 15 9.1 5.0
Self-employed 74.5 77.9 76.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Continuity of employment
All year 71.1 81.8 76.0
Seasonal 22.4 10.8 17.1
Occasional 6.5 7.4 6.9
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of women employed during the
last 12 months 6,062 5,094 11,157

Note: Total includes women with missing information on type of employment who are not shown separately.
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Table 3.9.1 Health insurance coverage: Women

Percentage of women age 15-49 with specific types of health insurance coverage, and percentage with any health insurance, according to

background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Mutual
health
Health organisation/  Privately
insurance  community-  purchased
Background Social through based commercial Any health  Number of
characteristic security employer insurance insurance Other None insurance women
Age
15-19 0.1 2.3 0.4 0.1 0.0 97.1 2.9 3,427
20-24 0.3 25 0.8 0.2 0.0 96.2 3.8 2,629
25-29 0.7 3.1 0.7 0.2 0.0 95.4 4.6 2,728
30-34 0.7 3.7 0.6 0.1 0.0 95.1 4.9 1,942
35-39 0.4 3.1 0.6 0.2 0.0 95.8 4.2 2,224
40-44 0.5 2.7 0.7 0.1 0.0 96.2 3.8 1,337
45-49 0.5 3.0 1.0 0.0 0.1 95.6 4.4 1,288
Residence
Urban 0.8 4.0 0.3 0.2 0.0 94.9 5.1 7,163
Rural 0.1 1.9 1.0 0.1 0.0 97.0 3.0 8,411
Province
Eastern 0.3 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 99.1 0.9 3,069
Northern 0.3 0.9 2.2 0.2 0.0 96.5 35 3,317
North West 0.1 10.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 89.7 10.3 2,508
Southern 0.1 0.8 0.5 0.1 0.0 98.6 1.4 2,900
Western Area 12 3.2 0.3 0.3 0.0 95.4 4.6 3,780
District
Kailahun 0.1 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 99.2 0.8 707
Kenema 0.4 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 99.2 0.8 1,437
Kono 0.3 0.8 0.0 0.1 0.0 98.8 1.2 925
Bombali 0.1 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 99.3 0.7 1,166
Falaba 1.2 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 98.7 1.3 466
Koinadugu 0.0 2.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 97.7 2.3 469
Tonkolili 0.2 1.0 6.0 0.7 0.0 92.4 7.6 1,215
Kambia 0.0 27.5 0.1 0.0 0.0 72.4 27.6 890
Karene 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 99.7 0.3 462
Port Loko 0.2 0.5 0.2 0.0 0.0 99.1 0.9 1,157
Bo 0.0 13 0.5 0.1 0.0 98.1 19 1,250
Bonthe 0.0 0.2 0.8 0.0 0.1 98.9 11 468
Moyamba 0.0 0.6 0.1 0.1 0.0 99.2 0.8 726
Pujehun 0.4 0.0 11 0.0 0.0 98.6 1.4 456
Western Area Rural 0.3 2.0 0.2 0.1 0.0 97.7 2.3 1,407
Western Area Urban 1.7 3.8 0.3 0.3 0.0 94.0 6.0 2,373
Education
No education 0.0 2.7 0.8 0.1 0.0 96.4 3.6 7,081
Primary 0.0 1.9 0.6 0.1 0.0 97.4 2.6 2,103
Secondary 0.7 2.6 0.5 0.2 0.0 96.2 3.8 5,724
More than secondary 3.7 9.5 1.3 0.7 0.0 85.7 14.3 666
Wealth quintile
Lowest 0.0 0.9 1.0 0.0 0.0 98.1 1.9 2,738
Second 0.1 2.3 1.0 0.1 0.0 96.5 35 2,831
Middle 0.3 29 0.6 0.0 0.0 96.3 3.7 2,954
Fourth 0.4 3.3 0.4 0.2 0.0 95.9 4.1 3,385
Highest 1.2 4.3 0.4 0.3 0.0 94.0 6.0 3,666
Total 0.4 29 0.6 0.1 0.0 96.0 4.0 15,574
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Table 3.9.2 Health insurance coverage: Men

Percentage of men age 15-49 with specific types of health insurance coverage, and percentage with any health insurance, according to
background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Mutual

health
Health organisation/  Privately
insurance  community-  purchased

Background Social through based commercial Any health Number of
characteristic security employer insurance insurance Other None insurance men
Age
15-19 0.1 0.5 0.1 0.2 0.1 99.0 1.0 1,541
20-24 0.0 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.0 99.5 0.5 937
25-29 0.1 2.6 0.1 0.6 0.2 96.4 3.6 1,015
30-34 0.2 3.9 0.4 0.1 0.0 95.3 4.7 793
35-39 1.0 3.8 0.3 0.5 0.0 95.0 5.0 791
40-44 0.7 2.2 0.1 0.8 0.0 96.4 3.6 624
45-49 1.3 2.6 0.2 0.1 0.0 95.7 4.3 682
Residence
Urban 0.6 34 0.1 0.6 0.1 95.4 4.6 2,990
Rural 0.2 0.9 0.3 0.0 0.0 98.6 14 3,394
Province
Eastern 0.4 0.5 0.2 0.1 0.0 98.8 12 1,251
Northern 0.2 14 0.4 0.1 0.0 97.9 21 1,353
North West 0.1 1.0 0.6 0.2 0.0 98.1 19 982
Southern 0.4 2.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 97.8 2.2 1,192
Western Area 0.7 4.5 0.0 1.0 0.2 94.0 6.0 1,606
District
Kailahun 0.0 1.7 0.3 0.2 0.0 97.9 21 307
Kenema 0.8 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.0 98.9 11 557
Kono 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 99.4 0.6 387
Bombali 0.6 29 0.1 0.0 0.0 96.4 3.6 472
Falaba 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 99.8 0.2 148
Koinadugu 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 99.7 0.3 196
Tonkolili 0.0 11 0.7 0.2 0.0 98.0 2.0 538
Kambia 0.0 1.0 1.6 0.3 0.0 97.1 2.9 345
Karene 0.4 1.2 0.4 0.0 0.0 97.9 2.1 192
Port Loko 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 98.9 11 445
Bo 0.3 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 98.7 13 525
Bonthe 0.3 3.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 95.9 4.1 199
Moyamba 0.6 14 0.0 0.0 0.0 98.0 2.0 290
Pujehun 0.3 3.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 96.7 3.3 178
Western Area Rural 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.3 0.2 98.8 1.2 542
Western Area Urban 1.0 6.4 0.0 1.3 0.2 91.6 8.4 1,064
Education
No education 0.0 0.8 0.2 0.0 0.0 99.0 1.0 1,865
Primary 0.3 2.4 0.2 0.1 0.0 97.2 2.8 876
Secondary 0.5 1.6 0.2 0.5 0.0 97.4 2.6 3,120
More than secondary 15 8.7 0.4 0.5 0.4 88.5 11.5 523
Wealth quintile
Lowest 0.1 0.6 0.2 0.0 0.0 99.1 0.9 1,104
Second 0.3 0.8 0.2 0.0 0.0 98.8 12 1,123
Middle 0.2 0.9 0.1 0.0 0.0 98.9 11 1,145
Fourth 0.2 11 0.5 0.3 0.2 97.8 2.2 1,422
Highest 1.0 5.6 0.1 1.0 0.1 92.6 7.4 1,590
Total 15-49 0.4 2.0 0.2 0.3 0.1 97.1 29 6,384
50-59 14 3.4 0.1 0.3 0.0 95.1 4.9 813
Total 15-59 0.5 22 0.2 0.3 0.0 96.9 3.1 7,197
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Table 3.10.1 Tobacco smoking: Women

Percentage of women age 15-49 who smoke various tobacco products, according to background characteristics,

Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage who smoke:!

Background Other type of Any type of
characteristic Cigarettes? tobacco® tobacco Number of women
Age
15-19 0.9 0.0 0.9 3,427
20-24 0.9 0.0 0.9 2,629
25-29 25 0.0 25 2,728
30-34 5.1 0.5 5.2 1,942
35-39 55 0.7 55 2,224
40-44 7.0 11 7.2 1,337
45-49 5.8 0.4 5.8 1,288
Residence
Urban 3.0 0.3 3.0 7,163
Rural 35 0.3 35 8,411
Province
Eastern 35 0.1 3.6 3,069
Northern 3.7 0.3 3.7 3,317
North West 2.6 0.5 2.6 2,508
Southern 2.0 0.3 2.0 2,900
Western Area 4.2 0.3 4.2 3,780
District
Kailahun 4.3 0.0 4.3 707
Kenema 3.2 0.1 3.2 1,437
Kono 3.4 0.3 35 925
Bombali 35 0.3 35 1,166
Falaba 17 0.0 1.7 466
Koinadugu 3.0 0.2 3.0 469
Tonkolili 4.9 0.4 4.9 1,215
Kambia 15 0.2 1.6 890
Karene 3.0 0.1 3.0 462
Port Loko 3.2 0.9 3.2 1,157
Bo 25 0.1 25 1,250
Bonthe 11 0.4 1.3 468
Moyamba 2.0 0.8 2.0 726
Pujehun 1.6 0.0 1.6 456
Western Area Rural 35 0.4 35 1,407
Western Area Urban 4.7 0.3 4.7 2,373
Education
No education 4.6 0.5 4.6 7,081
Primary 3.2 0.3 3.2 2,103
Secondary 1.8 0.0 1.8 5,724
More than secondary 3.0 0.5 3.0 666
Wealth quintile
Lowest 4.0 0.4 4.1 2,738
Second 3.7 0.2 3.7 2,831
Middle 2.8 0.3 2.8 2,954
Fourth 2.8 0.3 2.8 3,385
Highest 3.3 0.2 3.3 3,666
Total 3.3 0.3 3.3 15,574

Y Includes daily and occasional (less than daily) use

2 Cigarettes include kreteks.
% Includes pipes full of tobacco, cigars, cheroots, cigarillos, and water pipes
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Table 3.10.2 Tobacco smoking: Men

Percentage of men age 15-49 who smoke various tobacco products, and percent distribution of men by smoking frequency, according to
background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage who smoke:! Smoking frequency
Background Other type of Any type of Occasional Number of
characteristic Cigarettes? tobacco® tobacco  Daily smoker  smoker*  Non-smoker Total men
Age
15-19 17 0.2 1.7 1.3 0.4 98.3 100.0 1,541
20-24 9.5 19 10.0 8.1 21 89.7 100.0 937
25-29 18.5 4.1 20.5 18.1 25 79.5 100.0 1,015
30-34 21.5 1.6 21.9 19.0 3.2 77.8 100.0 793
35-39 28.7 4.3 29.3 26.9 35 69.6 100.0 791
40-44 36.7 4.6 37.5 36.0 1.8 62.2 100.0 624
45-49 32.5 3.8 33.3 32.0 24 65.7 100.0 682
Residence
Urban 12.8 31 13.8 11.9 23 85.8 100.0 2,990
Rural 22.7 21 23.1 215 1.8 76.6 100.0 3,394
Province
Eastern 23.6 1.7 23.8 22.0 1.8 76.2 100.0 1,251
Northern 14.5 15 15.2 14.2 1.3 84.5 100.0 1,353
North West 24.0 34 24.1 233 15 75.2 100.0 982
Southern 19.6 13 20.0 17.7 2.3 79.9 100.0 1,192
Western Area 11.9 4.6 13.5 11.0 3.1 85.9 100.0 1,606
District
Kailahun 31.1 2.6 31.4 30.6 1.0 68.4 100.0 307
Kenema 24.4 24 24.6 23.2 14 75.4 100.0 557
Kono 16.6 0.0 16.6 13.6 3.0 83.4 100.0 387
Bombali 10.1 2.3 10.9 10.2 0.9 88.9 100.0 472
Falaba 11.0 0.5 11.0 10.3 0.8 89.0 100.0 148
Koinadugu 15.3 0.0 15.3 15.2 0.4 84.4 100.0 196
Tonkolili 19.1 15 20.1 18.4 21 79.5 100.0 538
Kambia 215 0.0 215 20.2 1.7 78.1 100.0 345
Karene 30.4 5.9 31.1 29.1 2.0 68.9 100.0 192
Port Loko 23.2 5.1 23.2 23.3 11 75.7 100.0 445
Bo 18.2 0.9 185 15.4 3.1 81.5 100.0 525
Bonthe 22.3 0.6 22.3 22.0 0.2 7.7 100.0 199
Moyamba 17.3 3.1 18.2 15.8 2.6 81.6 100.0 290
Pujehun 24.9 0.5 24.9 23.0 2.0 75.1 100.0 178
Western Area Rural 12.2 5.6 13.2 11.7 15 86.8 100.0 542
Western Area Urban 11.7 4.1 13.6 10.7 3.9 85.4 100.0 1,064
Education
No education 29.0 3.3 30.0 27.9 2.3 69.8 100.0 1,865
Primary 22.5 3.6 22.8 21.1 1.9 77.0 100.0 876
Secondary 12.0 19 125 10.6 2.2 87.1 100.0 3,120
More than secondary 7.9 2.3 8.8 9.0 0.7 90.2 100.0 523
Wealth quintile
Lowest 27.9 21 28.4 27.1 15 71.4 100.0 1,104
Second 23.2 25 235 21.6 21 76.4 100.0 1,123
Middle 21.2 1.6 21.5 19.7 2.0 78.2 100.0 1,145
Fourth 14.0 3.2 14.6 12.4 25 85.1 100.0 1,422
Highest 8.9 3.1 10.3 8.9 21 89.0 100.0 1,590
Total 15-49 18.1 2.6 18.7 17.0 21 80.9 100.0 6,384
50-59 36.6 4.2 36.9 34.5 2.8 62.7 100.0 813
Total 15-59 20.2 2.8 20.8 19.0 2.2 78.9 100.0 7,197

Y Includes daily and occasional (less than daily) use

2 Includes manufactured cigarettes, hand-rolled cigarettes, and kreteks
% Includes pipes, cigars, cheroots, cigarillos, and water pipes

4 Occasional refers to less often than daily use.
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Table 3.11 Average number of cigarettes smoked daily: Men

Among men age 15-49 who smoke cigarettes daily, percent distribution by average number of cigarettes smoked per day, according to background
characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Number of
Average number of cigarettes smoked per day* respondents
who smoke
Background Don't know/ cigarettes
characteristic <5 5-9 10-14 15-24 225 missing Total daily*
Age
15_19 * * * * * * * 19
20-24 35.6 28.3 23.9 5.4 6.8 0.0 100.0 66
25-29 20.9 43.7 23.9 7.7 3.8 0.0 100.0 161
30-34 235 36.8 24.6 12.0 3.1 0.0 100.0 145
35-39 14.2 41.9 25.6 13.1 5.3 0.0 100.0 193
40-44 29.3 36.4 235 8.9 1.8 0.0 100.0 209
45-49 26.5 36.3 26.5 8.0 2.7 0.0 100.0 199
Residence
Urban 32.2 33.1 18.9 8.6 7.3 0.0 100.0 299
Rural 21.0 39.9 27.3 9.9 1.8 0.0 100.0 693
Province
Eastern 28.1 42.9 18.7 9.5 0.7 0.0 100.0 270
Northern 19.4 42.1 34.4 3.6 0.6 0.0 100.0 178
North West 18.7 40.0 32.4 7.5 1.4 0.0 100.0 211
Southern 23.1 30.8 24.6 17.1 45 0.0 100.0 208
Western Area 35.2 28.9 11.5 8.9 15.4 0.0 100.0 125
District
Kailahun 36.7 48.1 10.0 5.2 0.0 0.0 100.0 89
Kenema 25.0 42.2 21.8 11.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 128
Kono 21.4 35.8 26.0 13.3 35 0.0 100.0 52
Bombuali (42.2) (34.2) (19.0) (4.6) (0.0) (0.0) 100.0 42
Falaba (18.1) (23.3) (47.4) (4.6) (6.6) (0.0) 100.0 15
Koinadugu 26.0 28.8 41.2 4.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 29
Tonkolili 7.1 52.9 37.2 2.8 0.0 0.0 100.0 92
Kambia 14.4 43.1 35.8 3.9 2.8 0.0 100.0 68
Karene 31.6 31.8 35.4 13 0.0 0.0 100.0 47
Port Loko 15.4 41.9 28.6 13.0 1.1 0.0 100.0 96
Bo 27.3 41.6 26.5 3.1 1.6 0.0 100.0 80
Bonthe 215 20.0 12.9 42.6 3.0 0.0 100.0 44
Moyamba 12.4 22.8 28.7 22.0 14.1 0.0 100.0 43
Pujehun 27.9 29.5 28.9 12.0 1.7 0.0 100.0 41
Western Area Rural (36.5) (8.4) (18.5) (14.4) (22.2) (0.0) 100.0 39
Western Area Urban (34.6) (38.4) (8.3) (6.4) (12.3) (0.0) 100.0 85
Education
No education 21.2 38.0 26.3 11.6 29 0.0 100.0 483
Primary 20.3 34.7 28.3 9.1 75 0.0 100.0 174
Secondary 28.7 40.5 21.8 6.6 2.3 0.0 100.0 299
More than secondary (49.7) (29.2) (12.7) (8.3) (0.0) (0.0) (100.0) 36
Wealth quintile
Lowest 22.9 37.0 25.9 12.7 1.6 0.0 100.0 288
Second 18.7 46.0 26.7 7.5 1.1 0.0 100.0 228
Middle 19.7 40.3 29.6 7.4 29 0.0 100.0 213
Fourth 33.8 29.4 20.0 10.6 6.2 0.0 100.0 156
Highest 36.3 30.2 14.9 7.9 10.8 0.0 100.0 105
Total 15-49 24.4 37.8 24.8 9.5 35 0.0 100.0 991
50-59 23.8 38.1 23.0 121 3.0 0.0 100.0 269
Total 15-59 24.3 37.9 24.4 10.1 34 0.0 100.0 1,261

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted
cases and has been suppressed.
1 Includes manufactured cigarettes, hand-rolled cigarettes, and kreteks
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Table 3.12 Smokeless tobacco use and any tobacco use

Percentage of women and men age 15-49 who currently use
smokeless tobacco, according to type of tobacco product, and
percentage who use any type of tobacco, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Tobacco product Women Men
Snuff, by mouth 0.9 0.5
Snuff, by nose 0.2 0.1
Chewing tobacco 0.1 0.1
Betel quid with tobacco 0.0 0.0
Other type of smokeless tobacco 0.0 0.1
Any type of smokeless tobacco* 11 0.6
Any type of tobacco? 4.6 19.3
Number 15,574 6,384

Note: Table includes women and men who use smokeless tobacco
daily or occasionally (less than daily).

1 Includes snuff by mouth, snuff by nose, chewing tobacco, and betel
quid with tobacco

2 Includes all types of smokeless tobacco shown in this table along
with cigarettes, kreteks, pipes, cigars, cheroots, cigarillos, and water
pipes
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MARRIAGE AND SEXUAL ACTIVITY 4

= Marital status: 62% of women and 51% of men are
currently in a union.

=  Polygyny: 30% of women and 14% of men are in a
polygamous union.

= Age at first marriage: The median age at first marriage
among women age 20-49 increased from 17.2 years in
2008 to 19.8 years in 2019.

= Age at first sexual intercourse: The median age at first
sexual intercourse is 16.1 years among women and 18.3
years among men age 20-49.

= Recent sexual activity: 10% of women and 17% of men
have never had sexual intercourse.

arriage and sexual activity help determine the extent to which women are exposed to the risk of
pregnancy. Thus, they are important determinants of fertility levels. However, the timing and
circumstances of marriage and sexual activity also have profound consequences for

women’s and men’s lives.

4.1 MARITAL STATUS

Currently married
Women and men who report being married or living together with a partner as
though married at the time of the survey.

Sample: Women and men age 15-49

In Sierra Leone, 62% of Figure 4.1 Marital status
women and 51% of men
are currently in a union

(Table 4.1 and Figure Women Men
4.1). Marriage is nearly

Percent distribution of women and men age 15-49

universal in Sierra Leoneg; A Married Divorced/
) 0 L or living separated
by age 40-44, only 4% of or living Divorced/ ogethe para

men and women have together separated 51%
62% P
H 0,
never been married. 3% :

Widowed
1%
. Never \ Widowed Never <
Trends: The perc_entage of ariod dov arried
women currently Ina 33% 46%

union declined from 75%

in 2008 to 66% in 2013

and 62% in 2019. Among
men, the percentage declined
from 60% in 2008 to 53% in 2013 and 51% in 2019.
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Patterns by background characteristics
= Women are less likely than men to have never been married (33% versus 46%) for men (Table 4.1).

= Women generally marry earlier than men; over half of women (52%) age 20-24 are currently married,
as compared with 18% of men in the same age group (Table 4.1).

4.2 POLYGYNY

Polygyny
Women who report that their husband or partner has other wives are
considered to be in a polygynous marriage.

Sample: Currently married women age 15-49

Polygamy is common in Sierra Leone, with 30% of currently married women reporting that their husbands
have other wives (Table 4.2.1). Fourteen percent of currently married men report having more than one
wife (Table 4.2.2).

Trends: The percentage of women with one or more co-wives has decreased gradually over time, from
37% in 2008 and 35% in 2013 to 30% in 2019.

Patterns by background characteristics

= Polygamy is more prevalent in rural Figure 4.2 Polygyny by district

than urban areas; 36% (_)f rural women Percentage of currently married women age 15-49 in a

have one or more co-wives, as polygynous union

compared with 20% of urban women.

Similarly, 19% of rural men report

having more than one wife, compared

with 7% of urban men (Table 4.2.1 and W
estern

Table 4.2.2). Area Urban
9%

= Older men and women are more likely
to be in a polygamous marriage than
their younger counterparts. The
percentage of women with co-wives
increases from 17% among those age
15-19 to 44% among those age 45-49
(Table 4.2.1). Similarly, the percentage

A
. . Western
of men with more than one wife

Area
increases from 2% among those age 20- Rural

23% <. "
24 to 23% among those age 45-49 «*, .
9% =

(Table 4.2.2). ) 9%-1
() 20% - 28%

@ 29% - 38%
@ 39%-47%

Pujehun

28%

=  The percentage of women with co-
wives ranges from 14% in the Western
Area province to 41% in the North
West province (Table 4.2.1).

= At the district level, the percentage of women with co-wives is lowest in Western Area Urban (9%)
and highest in Koinadugu (47%) (Table 4.2.1 and Figure 4.2).

=  The percentage of men and women in polygamous marriages decreases with increasing education.
Nine percent of women with more than a secondary education have co-wives, as compared with 36%
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of women with no education. Similarly, 7% of men with more than a secondary education have more
than one wife, compared with 19% of men with no education (Table 4.2.1 and Table 4.2.2).

4.3 AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE

Median age at first marriage
Age by which half of respondents have been married.

Sample: Women age 20-49 and 25-49 and men age 20-49, 25-49, 20-59, and
25-59

In Sierra Leone, the median age at first marriage among women age 20-49 is 19.8 years. Women generally
marry earlier than men. About 76% of women age 25-49 were married by age 25, as compared with 47%
of men. Similarly, 51% of women age 20-49 were married by age 20, compared with 16% of men (Table
4.3).

Trends: The median age at first marriage among women age 20-49 has increased over time, from 17.2
years in 2008 and 18.2 years in 2013 to 19.8 years in 2019.

Patterns by background characteristics

= Rural women are more likely to marry early than urban women; the median age at first marriage
among rural women age 25-49 is 18.9 years, as compared with 20.6 years among urban women (Table
4.4).

=  The median age at first marriage ranges from Figure 4.3 Women’s median age at
18.5 years among women in the Eastern marriage by wealth
province to 21.6 years among women in the

) Median age at first marriage among
Western Area province. women age 25-49

= The median age at first marriage increases with
increasing education, from 18.7 years among

22.6
19.2 185 18.9 19.3
women with no education to 21.9 years among
women with a secondary education.
=  The median age at first marriage is 22.6 years
among women in the highest wealth quintile, as
compared with 19.2 years among women in the

lowest quintile (Table 4.4 and Figure 4.3). Lowest Second Middle  Fourth  Highest
Poorest >\Wealthiest

4.4 AGE AT FIRST SEXUAL INTERCOURSE

Median age at first sexual intercourse
Age by which half of respondents have had sexual intercourse.

Sample: Women age 20-49 and 25-49 and men age 20-49, 25-49, 20-59, and
25-59

In Sierra Leone, women start sexual intercourse earlier than men. The median age at first sexual
intercourse is 16.1 years among women and 18.3 years among men age 20-49. By age 15, over a quarter
(26%) of women had already started sexual intercourse, as compared with 7% of men (Table 4.5).

Trends: The percentage of women age 20-49 who have had sexual intercourse by age 18 increased from
67% in 2008 and 68% in 2013 to 74% in 2019. Among men, the percentage initiating sexual intercourse by
age 18 increased from 39% in 2008 to 50% in 2013 before decreasing to 44% in 2019.
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The percentage of women age 25-49 who have had sexual intercourse by age 18 increased from 67% in
2008 and 68% in 2013 to 75% in 2019. Among men, the percentage initiating sexual intercourse by age 18
increased from 38% in 2008 to 49% in 2013 before declining to 43% in 2019 (Figure 4.4).

Patterns by background characteristics

The median age at first sexual intercourse
among women age 25-49 increases with
increasing education, from 15.8 years among
those with no education to 17.8 years among
those with more than a secondary education
(Table 4.6).

Figure 4.4 Trends in early sexual

intercourse

Percentage who had first sexual
intercourse by age 18

Women age 25-49

. . 67 68 ‘___________7.5
= Rural women start sexual intercourse earlier —_—
than urban women; the median age at first Men-age 25-49
sexual intercourse is 15.8 years among rural P e
women and 16.3 years among urban women. 3'8, - 43
= The median age at first sexual intercourse ranges
from 15.7 years among women in the North
West and Eastern provinces to 16.6 years among 2008 SLDHS 2013 SLDHS 2019 SLDHS

women in the Western Area province.

4.5 RECENT SEXUAL ACTIVITY

More than half of women (52%) and men (55%) age 15-49 had sexual intercourse within the 4 weeks prior
to the survey. Ten percent of women and 17% of men have never had sexual intercourse. Rural women and
men (55% and 56%, respectively) were more likely than urban women and men (48% and 54%,
respectively) to report having sexual intercourse in the 4 weeks prior to the survey (Table 4.7.1 and Table

4.7.2).

LiST OF TABLES

For more information on marriage and sexual activity, see the following tables:

Median age at first marriage by background characteristics

Median age at first sexual intercourse according to background characteristics

= Table4d.l Current marital status

= Table4.2.1 Number of women’s co-wives

= Table4.2.2 Number of men’s wives

= Table4.3 Age at first marriage

= Table4.4

= Table45 Age at first sexual intercourse
= Table4.6

= Table4.7.1 Recent sexual activity: Women
= Table4.7.2 Recent sexual activity: Men
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Table 4.1 Current marital status

Percent distribution of women and men age 15-49 by current marital status, according to age, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Marital status Perczr;tage
respondents
Never Living currently in -~ Number of
Age married Married together Divorced Separated Widowed Total union respondents
WOMEN
15-19 85.5 11.4 25 0.0 0.5 0.1 100.0 13.9 3,427
20-24 45.6 46.1 5.8 0.2 1.7 0.6 100.0 51.9 2,629
25-29 18.7 71.1 5.8 0.6 3.2 0.6 100.0 76.9 2,728
30-34 10.0 80.4 3.9 0.6 3.1 2.1 100.0 84.3 1,942
35-39 5.2 84.4 3.7 0.7 2.8 3.1 100.0 88.1 2,224
40-44 4.4 82.1 2.3 0.9 3.5 6.7 100.0 84.5 1,337
45-49 4.0 80.1 1.4 1.3 3.9 9.3 100.0 81.5 1,288
Total 15-49 325 58.5 3.9 0.5 24 2.3 100.0 62.4 15,574
MEN
15-19 99.1 0.4 0.4 0.0 0.1 0.0 100.0 0.8 1,541
20-24 80.8 13.8 3.9 0.1 1.3 0.2 100.0 17.7 937
25-29 41.8 44.0 9.2 0.2 4.7 0.1 100.0 53.2 1,015
30-34 14.8 73.5 6.5 0.2 4.0 0.9 100.0 80.1 793
35-39 75 84.2 4.2 1.2 25 0.5 100.0 88.4 791
40-44 4.3 86.9 3.8 0.6 3.7 0.7 100.0 90.7 624
45-49 2.4 87.3 29 1.3 3.9 2.2 100.0 90.2 682
Total 15-49 45.9 46.5 4.1 0.4 2.6 0.5 100.0 50.7 6,384
50-59 1.3 92.8 0.4 0.9 3.1 15 100.0 93.2 813
Total 15-59 40.8 51.7 3.7 0.5 2.6 0.6 100.0 55.5 7,197
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Table 4.2.1 Number of women’s co-wives

Percent distribution of currently married women age 15-49 by number of co-wives, and percentage of currently married women with one or more
co-wives, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Number of co-wives Percentage
Background with one or Number of
characteristic 0 1 2+ Don’t know Total more co-wives! women
Age
15-19 83.4 14.4 2.2 0.0 100.0 16.6 477
20-24 82.0 155 2.4 0.1 100.0 17.9 1,365
25-29 76.8 20.8 2.3 0.1 100.0 23.1 2,097
30-34 69.2 26.4 4.1 0.3 100.0 30.6 1,637
35-39 63.4 28.6 8.1 0.0 100.0 36.6 1,960
40-44 61.4 28.9 9.5 0.3 100.0 38.3 1,129
45-49 55.9 31.9 12.3 0.0 100.0 44.1 1,050
Residence
Urban 79.8 16.7 3.3 0.2 100.0 20.0 3,579
Rural 64.0 28.9 7.0 0.1 100.0 35.9 6,136
Province
Eastern 71.4 22.7 5.8 0.2 100.0 28.4 2,007
Northern 63.2 29.4 7.2 0.1 100.0 36.7 2,173
North West 59.4 32.2 8.4 0.0 100.0 40.6 1,760
Southern 69.8 25.3 4.9 0.1 100.0 30.1 1,895
Western Area 85.5 12.2 21 0.2 100.0 14.2 1,880
District
Kailahun 76.4 18.1 5.4 0.0 100.0 23.6 478
Kenema 69.4 24.8 5.6 0.2 100.0 30.4 932
Kono 70.5 23.0 6.2 0.2 100.0 29.3 597
Bombali 68.7 26.6 4.8 0.0 100.0 31.3 728
Falaba 53.7 35.4 10.6 0.3 100.0 46.0 291
Koinadugu 52.8 35.8 11.2 0.2 100.0 47.0 318
Tonkolili 65.7 27.5 6.7 0.1 100.0 34.2 836
Kambia 59.9 31.6 8.4 0.1 100.0 40.0 626
Karene 63.1 29.3 7.7 0.0 100.0 36.9 335
Port Loko 57.5 33.9 8.7 0.0 100.0 42.5 799
Bo 71.7 23.5 4.9 0.0 100.0 28.3 724
Bonthe 70.2 26.1 3.7 0.0 100.0 29.8 337
Moyamba 65.8 29.6 4.6 0.0 100.0 34.2 503
Pujehun 71.3 21.7 6.6 0.4 100.0 28.3 331
Western Area Rural 76.9 18.1 4.7 0.3 100.0 22.8 745
Western Area Urban 91.2 8.3 0.3 0.2 100.0 8.6 1,135
Education
No education 63.6 29.1 7.2 0.1 100.0 36.3 5,957
Primary 71.1 23.6 5.1 0.2 100.0 28.7 1,298
Secondary 83.1 14.3 25 0.2 100.0 16.8 2,121
More than secondary 90.7 8.0 0.9 0.3 100.0 9.0 340
Wealth quintile
Lowest 68.5 26.9 4.5 0.1 100.0 31.4 2,080
Second 62.6 30.4 6.9 0.0 100.0 37.3 2,135
Middle 62.1 29.2 8.6 0.1 100.0 37.8 1,979
Fourth 71.8 22.3 5.6 0.3 100.0 27.9 1,770
Highest 86.8 10.7 2.3 0.2 100.0 13.0 1,751
Total 69.8 24.4 5.7 0.1 100.0 30.1 9,715

1 Excludes women who responded “don’t know” when asked if their husband has other wives
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Table 4.2.2 Number of men’s wives

Percent distribution of currently married men age 15-49 by number of wives, according to
background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Number of wives

Background Number of
characteristic 1 2+ Total men
Age
15-19 * * 100.0 13
20-24 98.0 2.0 100.0 166
25-29 93.4 6.6 100.0 540
30-34 91.2 8.8 100.0 635
35-39 82.4 17.6 100.0 698
40-44 81.4 18.6 100.0 566
45-49 77.3 22.7 100.0 615
Residence
Urban 92.6 7.4 100.0 1,271
Rural 81.2 18.8 100.0 1,963
Province
Eastern 86.8 13.2 100.0 683
Northern 82.7 17.3 100.0 661
North West 76.4 23.6 100.0 520
Southern 83.9 16.1 100.0 653
Western Area 95.8 4.2 100.0 717
District
Kailahun 91.7 8.3 100.0 164
Kenema 84.2 15.8 100.0 299
Kono 86.5 135 100.0 221
Bombali 84.4 15.6 100.0 240
Falaba 70.6 29.4 100.0 68
Koinadugu 85.9 141 100.0 106
Tonkolili 82.9 17.1 100.0 247
Kambia 77.0 23.0 100.0 172
Karene 82.9 17.1 100.0 111
Port Loko 73.0 27.0 100.0 238
Bo 81.0 19.0 100.0 241
Bonthe 84.6 15.4 100.0 124
Moyamba 84.4 15.6 100.0 175
Pujehun 88.6 11.4 100.0 114
Western Area Rural 97.8 2.2 100.0 231
Western Area Urban 94.8 5.2 100.0 485
Education
No education 80.9 19.1 100.0 1,366
Primary 83.9 16.1 100.0 408
Secondary 89.8 10.2 100.0 1,123
More than secondary 93.3 6.7 100.0 337
Wealth quintile
Lowest 84.6 15.4 100.0 722
Second 78.4 21.6 100.0 657
Middle 81.9 18.1 100.0 597
Fourth 90.8 9.2 100.0 585
Highest 92.9 7.1 100.0 674
Total 15-49 85.7 14.3 100.0 3,234
50-59 75.9 24.1 100.0 757
Total 15-59 83.8 16.2 100.0 3,991

Note: An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has
been suppressed.

Marriage and Sexual Activity * 67



Table 4.3 Age at first marriage

Percentage of women and men age 15-49 who were first married by specific exact ages and median age at first marriage, according to current
age, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage first married by exact age: Percentage Median age
never Number of at first
Current age 15 18 20 22 25 married respondents  marriage
WOMEN
15-19 3.4 na na na na 85.5 3,427 a
20-24 8.6 29.6 43.8 na na 45.6 2,629 a
25-29 11.5 34.9 51.5 64.0 76.9 18.7 2,728 19.8
30-34 14.5 40.4 53.3 63.6 75.8 10.0 1,942 19.4
35-39 10.8 39.6 55.4 66.2 76.4 5.2 2,224 19.3
40-44 15.1 41.3 54.9 66.7 77.4 4.4 1,337 19.0
45-49 11.8 37.6 52.8 63.4 73.3 4.0 1,288 19.6
20-49 11.7 36.5 51.3 na na 17.5 12,147 19.8
25-49 12.5 38.4 53.4 64.7 76.1 9.8 9,519 19.5
MEN
15-19 0.0 na na na na 99.1 1,541 a
20-24 0.0 4.1 10.3 na na 80.8 937 a
25-29 0.0 8.8 17.1 26.6 45.6 41.8 1,015 a
30-34 0.0 9.5 18.8 28.7 48.0 14.8 793 25.3
35-39 0.0 8.8 17.1 32.2 47.5 75 791 25.4
40-44 0.0 9.2 17.1 29.1 49.6 4.3 624 25.1
45-49 0.0 9.1 17.4 28.4 42.9 24 682 26.0
20-49 0.0 8.1 16.1 na na 28.9 4,843 a
25-49 0.0 9.0 17.5 28.9 46.6 16.5 3,906 a
20-59 0.0 7.8 15.7 na na 25.0 5,656 a
25-59 0.0 8.5 16.8 27.9 45.7 13.9 4,718 a

Note: The age at first marriage is defined as the age at which the respondent began living with her/his first spouse/partner.

na = Not applicable due to censoring

a = Omitted because less than 50% of the women or men began living with their spouse or partner for the first time before reaching the
beginning of the age group
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Table 4.4 Median age at first marriage by background
characteristics

Median age at first marriage among women age 20-49 and
age 25-49, and median age at first marriage among men age
25-59, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone
DHS 2019

Women Men
age age
Background
characteristic 20-49 25-49 25-59
Residence
Urban a 20.6 a
Rural 18.9 18.9 24.4
Province
Eastern 18.8 18.5 24.3
Northern 19.3 19.2 a
North West 19.2 19.2 24.6
Southern 19.7 19.5 24.6
Western Area a 21.6 a
District
Kailahun 18.5 18.5 24.3
Kenema 18.5 18.0 24.4
Kono 19.4 18.9 24.1
Bombali 19.8 19.5 a
Falaba 18.9 18.7 235
Koinadugu 18.9 18.9 a
Tonkolili 19.4 19.2 a
Kambia 18.7 18.4 a
Karene 19.0 19.3 24.9
Port Loko 19.7 19.8 24.1
Bo 18.9 18.6 24.7
Bonthe a 20.2 a
Moyamba a 20.1 23.2
Pujehun a 20.7 a
Western Area Rural a 19.3 a
Western Area Urban a 235 a
Education
No education 18.6 18.7 25.0
Primary 18.5 18.7 24.8
Secondary a 21.9 a
More than Secondary a a a
Wealth quintile
Lowest 19.0 19.2 24.5
Second 18.5 18.5 24.0
Middle 19.0 18.9 24.7
Fourth a 19.3 a
Highest a 22.6 a
Total 19.8 19.5 a

Note: The age at first marriage is defined as the age at which
the respondent began living with her/his first spouse/partner.
a = Omitted because less than 50% of the respondents began
living with their spouse or partner for the first time before
reaching the beginning of the age group
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Table 4.5 Age at first sexual intercourse

Percentage of women and men age 15-49 who had first sexual intercourse by specific exact ages, percentage who never had sexual
intercourse, and median age at first sexual intercourse, according to current age, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage
Percentage who had first sexual intercourse by exact age: who never Median age
had at first
Current age 15 18 20 22 25 intercourse Number intercourse
WOMEN
15-19 16.8 na na na na 43.7 3,427 a
20-24 22.2 70.4 91.2 na na 35 2,629 16.5
25-29 25.9 73.8 92.2 96.8 97.9 0.3 2,728 16.1
30-34 28.9 76.4 92.7 96.5 97.8 0.0 1,942 15.9
35-39 25.5 76.7 92.1 97.3 98.1 0.0 2,224 16.0
40-44 28.3 74.6 90.2 95.6 97.3 0.1 1,337 16.0
45-49 26.6 75.6 90.5 95.8 97.5 0.0 1,288 16.0
20-49 25.8 74.3 91.6 na na 0.8 12,147 16.1
25-49 26.8 75.4 91.8 96.6 97.8 0.1 9,519 16.0
15-24 19.2 na na na na 26.3 6,055 a
MEN
15-19 6.5 na na na na 62.8 1,541 a
20-24 8.3 48.8 79.1 na na 9.7 937 18.1
25-29 8.7 50.1 79.7 93.7 97.2 1.2 1,015 18.0
30-34 6.9 43.3 73.2 91.8 95.3 0.3 793 18.4
35-39 7.4 42.4 72.2 89.6 94.0 0.2 791 18.5
40-44 6.1 39.5 66.7 86.1 92.4 0.0 624 18.7
45-49 5.4 36.3 65.7 87.0 92.8 0.3 682 18.8
20-49 7.3 44.2 73.6 na na 2.3 4,843 18.3
25-49 7.1 43.1 72.3 90.1 94.6 0.5 3,906 18.4
15-24 7.2 na na na na 42.7 2,479 a
20-59 6.8 41.6 71.1 na na 2.0 5,656 18.5
25-59 6.5 40.2 69.5 89.2 94.0 0.4 4,718 18.6

na = Not applicable due to censoring
a = Omitted because less than 50% of the respondents had sexual intercourse for the first time before reaching the beginning of the age group
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Table 4.6 Median age at first sexual intercourse according to background

characteristics

Median age at first sexual intercourse among women age 20-49 and age 25-49,
and median age at first sexual intercourse among men age 20-59 and age 25-59,

according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Women age Men age
Background
characteristic 20-49 25-49 20-59 25-59
Residence
Urban 16.5 16.3 18.6 18.7
Rural 15.8 15.8 18.4 18.5
Province
Eastern 15.7 15.7 18.7 18.8
Northern 16.0 16.0 18.6 18.8
North West 15.7 15.7 17.6 17.7
Southern 16.4 16.4 18.4 18.5
Western Area 17.0 16.6 18.7 18.8
District
Kailahun 15.4 15.4 18.9 19.0
Kenema 15.8 15.7 18.5 18.5
Kono 16.1 15.9 19.4 19.7
Bombali 16.3 16.3 19.2 19.2
Falaba 175 17.3 19.6 19.8
Koinadugu 16.1 16.0 18.6 18.7
Tonkolili 15.5 15.5 18.1 18.2
Kambia 15.8 15.8 18.1 18.1
Karene 15.3 15.3 17.1 17.4
Port Loko 15.8 15.8 17.4 17.5
Bo 16.2 16.1 18.0 18.2
Bonthe 16.8 16.9 19.3 19.5
Moyamba 16.9 17.1 17.9 17.8
Pujehun 15.8 15.8 18.5 18.6
Western Area Rural 16.6 16.3 18.6 18.7
Western Area Urban 17.3 16.9 18.8 18.8
Education
No education 15.8 15.8 18.6 18.7
Primary 15.9 16.0 18.3 18.3
Secondary 16.8 16.7 18.4 18.5
More than secondary 18.1 17.8 18.7 18.8
Wealth quintile
Lowest 15.8 15.9 18.4 18.5
Second 15.7 15.8 18.3 18.4
Middle 15.9 15.9 18.3 18.4
Fourth 16.2 16.0 18.6 18.8
Highest 17.1 16.9 18.6 18.7
Total 16.1 16.0 18.5 18.6
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Table 4.7.1 Recent sexual activity: Women

Percent distribution of women age 15-49 by timing of last sexual intercourse, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Timing of last sexual intercourse

Background Within the past 4 Never had sexual
characteristic weeks Within 1 year'  One or more years intercourse Total Number of women
Age
15-19 28.9 21.2 6.2 43.7 100.0 3,427
20-24 51.0 31.5 14.0 35 100.0 2,629
25-29 59.8 27.4 12,5 0.3 100.0 2,728
30-34 60.2 25.7 14.0 0.0 100.0 1,942
35-39 62.7 22.9 14.4 0.0 100.0 2,224
40-44 62.7 20.3 16.9 0.1 100.0 1,337
45-49 58.7 23.6 17.7 0.0 100.0 1,288
Marital status
Never married 34.8 25.1 8.5 31.6 100.0 5,058
Married or living together 63.2 24.2 12.5 0.0 100.0 9,715
Divorced/separated/widowed 27.1 32.8 40.1 0.0 100.0 801
Marital duration?
0-4 years 55.7 30.3 13.9 0.1 100.0 1,701
5-9 years 61.6 24.1 14.2 0.0 100.0 1,809
10-14 years 63.8 23.7 125 0.0 100.0 1,449
15-19 years 67.7 20.2 12.1 0.0 100.0 1,278
20-24 years 70.1 19.6 10.4 0.0 100.0 862
25+ years 65.3 24.4 10.3 0.0 100.0 759
Married more than once 64.0 24.1 11.8 0.0 100.0 1,856
Residence
Urban 48.4 26.3 11.3 14.0 100.0 7,163
Rural 55.3 23.8 13.8 7.1 100.0 8,411
Province
Eastern 51.7 24.7 14.4 9.2 100.0 3,069
Northern 56.8 21.2 12.1 9.9 100.0 3,317
North West 50.8 27.8 14.0 7.3 100.0 2,508
Southern 54.2 23.7 12.7 9.3 100.0 2,900
Western Area 47.7 27.4 10.7 14.1 100.0 3,780
District
Kailahun 58.2 25.4 11.4 5.0 100.0 707
Kenema 49.4 24.5 16.9 9.2 100.0 1,437
Kono 50.2 24.6 12.8 12.4 100.0 925
Bombali 56.5 21.0 13.0 9.4 100.0 1,166
Falaba 52.0 19.7 9.3 19.0 100.0 466
Koinadugu 45.2 24.7 18.9 11.2 100.0 469
Tonkolili 63.3 20.7 9.6 6.4 100.0 1,215
Kambia 54.2 24.6 13.6 7.6 100.0 890
Karene 49.4 27.3 16.9 6.4 100.0 462
Port Loko 48.8 30.5 13.2 75 100.0 1,157
Bo 55.9 24.0 8.7 11.4 100.0 1,250
Bonthe 57.2 25.3 7.9 9.6 100.0 468
Moyamba 54.3 21.3 18.1 6.3 100.0 726
Pujehun 46.1 25.3 20.3 8.2 100.0 456
Western Area Rural 44.8 32.7 10.4 12.1 100.0 1,407
Western Area Urban 49.5 24.3 10.9 15.3 100.0 2,373
Education
No education 58.9 23.4 15.4 2.2 100.0 7,081
Primary 49.0 21.9 13.3 15.8 100.0 2,103
Secondary 44.1 27.8 9.2 19.0 100.0 5,724
More than secondary 59.1 26.7 10.9 3.4 100.0 666
Wealth quintile
Lowest 55.1 23.6 15.9 5.4 100.0 2,738
Second 57.5 23.2 12.8 6.5 100.0 2,831
Middle 53.5 24.6 13.1 8.8 100.0 2,954
Fourth 48.0 26.7 12.4 12.9 100.0 3,385
Highest 48.4 26.0 10.0 15.5 100.0 3,666
Total 52.1 25.0 12.6 10.3 100.0 15,574

1 Excludes women who had sexual intercourse within the last 4 weeks
2 Excludes women who are not currently married
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Table 4.7.2 Recent sexual activity: Men

Percent distribution of men age 15-49 by timing of last sexual intercourse, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Timing of last sexual intercourse

Background Within the past 4 Never had sexual
characteristic weeks Within 1 year'  One or more years intercourse Total Number of men
Age
15-19 145 18.3 4.4 62.8 100.0 1,541
20-24 48.6 33.5 8.2 9.7 100.0 937
25-29 66.7 28.0 4.1 1.2 100.0 1,015
30-34 72.9 23.1 3.7 0.3 100.0 793
35-39 76.3 20.2 3.3 0.2 100.0 791
40-44 72.1 23.7 4.2 0.0 100.0 624
45-49 76.5 17.6 55 0.3 100.0 682
Marital status
Never married 31.8 25.9 55 36.8 100.0 2,928
Married or living together 76.0 20.5 35 0.0 100.0 3,234
Divorced/separated/widowed 55.1 31.9 13.0 0.0 100.0 222
Marital duration?
0-4 years 74.4 21.3 4.3 0.0 100.0 674
5-9 years 75.3 22.0 2.6 0.0 100.0 638
10-14 years 75.5 20.9 3.6 0.0 100.0 455
15-19 years 77.3 19.4 3.3 0.0 100.0 426
20-24 years 78.5 19.0 25 0.0 100.0 199
25+ years 80.1 16.7 3.2 0.0 100.0 131
Married more than once 76.1 19.7 4.2 0.0 100.0 711
Residence
Urban 54.1 25.1 3.9 16.9 100.0 2,990
Rural 55.7 21.9 5.6 16.8 100.0 3,394
Province
Eastern 53.4 26.1 55 15.0 100.0 1,251
Northern 50.5 23.6 6.0 19.9 100.0 1,353
North West 54.5 22.5 6.2 16.7 100.0 982
Southern 60.1 20.9 3.1 15.9 100.0 1,192
Western Area 56.4 23.4 35 16.6 100.0 1,606
District
Kailahun 53.2 24.9 3.9 17.9 100.0 307
Kenema 56.3 25.2 2.8 15.7 100.0 557
Kono 49.3 28.3 10.6 11.8 100.0 387
Bombali 53.2 21.7 4.4 20.7 100.0 472
Falaba 54.3 15.9 24 27.4 100.0 148
Koinadugu 54.9 22.2 4.2 18.7 100.0 196
Tonkolili 45.6 27.9 9.1 17.4 100.0 538
Kambia 46.7 24.2 8.1 21.0 100.0 345
Karene 62.5 17.2 8.1 12.2 100.0 192
Port Loko 57.1 23.5 4.0 15.4 100.0 445
Bo 57.8 20.9 2.6 18.8 100.0 525
Bonthe 68.5 19.8 11 10.6 100.0 199
Moyamba 57.2 22.8 5.0 15.0 100.0 290
Pujehun 62.6 19.0 4.0 14.4 100.0 178
Western Area Rural 47.8 29.2 3.6 19.5 100.0 542
Western Area Urban 60.8 20.5 35 15.2 100.0 1,064
Education
No education 66.1 22.0 4.2 7.6 100.0 1,865
Primary 49.4 18.4 5.2 27.0 100.0 876
Secondary 46.9 25.6 5.3 22.3 100.0 3,120
More than secondary 73.1 23.3 3.1 0.5 100.0 523
Wealth quintile
Lowest 56.7 23.1 55 14.8 100.0 1,104
Second 56.5 21.1 55 16.8 100.0 1,123
Middle 55.6 20.0 55 18.9 100.0 1,145
Fourth 50.3 27.2 5.3 17.2 100.0 1,422
Highest 56.4 24.2 2.7 16.6 100.0 1,590
Total 15-49 55.0 23.4 4.8 16.9 100.0 6,384
50-59 69.9 23.7 6.3 0.1 100.0 813
Total 15-59 56.7 23.4 5.0 15.0 100.0 7,197

1 Excludes men who had sexual intercourse within the last 4 weeks

2 Excludes men who are not currently married
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Key Findings

= Total fertility rate: The total fertility rate for the 3 years
preceding the survey is 4.2 children per woman, a decline
from the rate reported in 2013 (4.9 children per woman).

= Patterns of fertility: Total fertility rates are lower in
urban areas than in rural areas (3.1 and 5.1,
respectively). Fertility decreases with increasing
educational attainment and household wealth.

= Birth intervals: The median interval between births is
slightly above 3 years (39.5 months).

= Age at first birth: The median age at first birth among
women age 25-49 is 19.5 years.

= Teenage pregnancy: 21% of women age 15-19 have
started childbearing (i.e., they have already had a birth or
are pregnant with their first child).
|

he number of children that a woman bears depends on many factors, including the age she begins

childbearing, how long she waits between births, and her fecundity. Postponing first births and

extending the interval between births have played a role in reducing fertility levels in many
countries. These factors also have positive health consequences. In contrast, short birth intervals (of less
than 24 months) can lead to harmful outcomes for both newborns and their mothers, such as preterm birth,
low birth weight, and death. Childbearing at a very young age is associated with an increased risk of
complications during pregnancy and childbirth and higher rates of neonatal mortality.

This chapter describes the current level of fertility in Sierra Leone and some of its proximate determinants.
It presents information on the total fertility rate, birth intervals, insusceptibility to pregnancy (due to
postpartum amenorrhoea, postpartum abstinence, or menopause), age at first birth, and teenage
childbearing.

5.1 CURRENT FERTILITY

Total fertility rate

The average number of children a woman would have by the end of her
childbearing years if she bore children at the current age-specific fertility rates.
Age-specific fertility rates are calculated for the 3 years before the survey,
based on detailed birth histories provided by women.

Sample: Women age 15-49

To generate data on fertility, all women who were interviewed were asked to report the total number of
sons and daughters to whom they had ever given birth. To ensure that all information was reported, women
were asked separately about children still living at home, those living elsewhere, and those who had died.
A complete birth history was then obtained, including information on the sex, date of birth, and survival
status of each child. Age at death for children who had died was also recorded.

Fertility » 75



If fertility were to remain constant at current levels,
a woman in Sierra Leone would bear an average of
4.2 children in her lifetime. Table 5.1 shows age-
specific fertility rates (ASFRs) among women by 5-
year age groups for the 3-year period preceding the
survey. Age-specific fertility is low among women
age 15-19 (102 births per 1,000 women), peaks
among women age 20-24 (196 births per 1,000
women), and declines thereafter, to 21 births per
1,000 women among those in the 45-49 age group.

Trends: There has been a steady decline in the total
fertility rate (TFR) over time, from 5.1 children per
woman in 2008 to 4.9 in 2013 and 4.2 in 2019.
There has been a similar decline among women in
rural areas (from 5.8 to 5.7 and 5.1, respectively)
and urban areas (from 3.8 to 3.5 and 3.1) during the
same period (Figure 5.1). In the last three SLDHS
surveys (2008, 2013, and 2019), the age-specific
fertility rate has been highest among women age 20-
29 (Figure 5.2).

Patterns by background characteristics

= The TFR is highest in the North West
and Southern provinces (5.0 children
per woman for each province) and
lowest in the Western Area province
(2.9 children per woman) (Table 5.2).

Western

= By district, the TFR is highest in A'“Z_L;"’a“

Moyamba and Karene (5.4 children per
woman for each district) and lowest in
Western Area Urban (2.5 children per
woman) (Table 5.2 and Figure 5.3).
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=  The total fertility rate declines with increasing Figure 5.4 Fertility by mother’s
education, from 5.0 among women with no education
education to 2.0 among women with more than a

- . TFR for the 3 years before the survey
secondary education (Table 5.2 and Figure 5.4).

= Fertility also decreases with increasing

5.0
4.7
household wealth. Women in the lowest wealth
quintile give birth to 5.6 children on average, as 3.3
compared with 2.6 children among women in
the highest quintile (Table 5.2 and Table 5.3). 2.0
5.2 CHILDREN EVER BORN AND LIVING .

The 2019 SLDHS _also collected information on the No education Primary  Secondary More than
total number of children ever born to women age 15- secondary
49 and those still surviving by the time of the survey.

Women have a mean of 2.55 children overall and a mean of 2.16 surviving children (a difference of 0.39).
Among married women, the corresponding numbers are 3.54 children and 2.99 children (a difference of
0.55). On average, women age 45-49 have given birth to 5.43 children, of whom 4.27 survived to the time
of the survey (Table 5.4). Of the 5.53 children on average born to currently married women age 45-49,
4.35 survived to the time of the survey. In Sierra Leone, 2% of currently married women age 45-49 have
never given birth. Since voluntary childlessness is rare, this is often viewed as a measure of primary
sterility (Table 5.4).

53 BIRTH INTERVALS

Median birth interval
Number of months since the preceding birth by which half of children are born.
Sample: Non-first births in the 5 years before the survey

Short birth intervals, particularly those less than 24 Figure 5.5 Birth intervals
months, place newborns and their mothers at o o
. . . L . Percent distribution of non-first births
increased health risk. The median birth interval in by number of months since the
Sierra Leone is 39.5 months (Table 5.5). Fifteen preceding birth five years before the
percent of non-first births occur within 2 years after survey 7-17
the preceding birth (Figure 5.5). Almost 3 in 10 60+ m%g/ths
births (28%) occur 24-35 months after the previous m;gg/z‘s 0
birth (Figure 5.5). 48-59 _-18-23
months months
0,
Trends: There have been minimal differences in 13% 10%
median birth intervals over the last 17 years. Median rﬁgfr']?ss
intervals were 36.2 months in 2008, 36.0 months in 28%

2013, and 39.5 months in 2019.
Patterns by background characteristics

=  Births to older women occur after longer intervals than births to younger women. The median birth
interval among women age 40-49 is 45.4 months, as compared with 36.3 months among women age
20-29 (Table 5.5).

= Asexpected, the median birth interval is shorter when the previous child died (31.0 months) than when
the previous child is still living (40.5 months) (Table 5.5).

Fertility » 77



54 INSUSCEPTIBILITY TO PREGNANCY

Postpartum amenorrhoea

The period of time after the birth of a child and before the resumption of
menstruation.

Postpartum abstinence

The period of time after the birth of a child and before the resumption of sexual
intercourse.

Postpartum insusceptibility

The period of time during which a woman is considered not at risk of
pregnancy because she is postpartum amenorrhoeic and/or abstaining from
sexual intercourse postpartum.

Median duration of postpartum amenorrhoea

Number of months after childbirth by which time half of women have begun
menstruating.

Sample: Women who gave birth in the 3 years before the survey

Median duration of postpartum insusceptibility

Number of months after childbirth by which time half of women are no longer
protected against pregnancy by either postpartum amenorrhoea or abstinence
from sexual intercourse.

Sample: Women who gave birth in the 3 years before the survey

Postpartum amenorrhoea refers to the interval between the birth of a child and the resumption of
menstruation. The length and intensity of breastfeeding influence the duration of amenorrhoea, which
offers protection from conception. Postpartum abstinence refers to the period between childbirth and the
time when a woman resumes sexual activity.

For births in the 3 years preceding the survey, the median duration of postpartum amenorrhoea is 10.2
months, while the median duration of abstinence from sexual intercourse is 16.6 months. Overall, women
are insusceptible to pregnancy after childbirth for a median duration of 17.3 months (Table 5.6).

Trends: In Sierra Leone, the median duration of postpartum amenorrhoea has increased slightly since
2013, from 9.5 months to 10.2 months. There has been a decline in the median duration of postpartum
abstinence (17.4 months in 2013 versus 16.6 months in 2019). Similarly, the median duration of
insusceptibility has declined slightly, from 18.0 months to 17.3 months.

Patterns by background characteristics

=  Rural women have a longer median duration of postpartum insusceptibility than urban women (18.3
months and 15.4 months, respectively) (Table 5.7).

=  The durations of postpartum insusceptibility and postpartum abstinence are longest in the Northern
province (19.4 months and 18.5 months, respectively) and shortest in the Western Area province (14.9
months and 14.6 months, respectively). The duration of postpartum amenorrhoea is longest in the
Southern province (11.1 months) and shortest in the Western Area province (7.8 months) (Table 5.7).

= The duration of postpartum insusceptibility decreases as mother’s education increases.
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Menopause

Women are considered to have reached menopause if they are neither
pregnant nor postpartum amenorrhoeic and have not had a menstrual period
in the 6 months before the survey, if they report being menopausal or having
had a hysterectomy, or if they have never menstruated.

Sample: Women age 30-49

Women who have reached menopause are no longer able to become pregnant. In Sierra Leone, 13% of
women age 30-49 are menopausal. The percentage of menopausal women increases with age, from 2.7%
among those age 30-34 to 56% among those age 48-49 (Table 5.8).

55 AGE AT FIRST BIRTH

Median age at first birth
Age by which half of women have had their first child.
Sample: Women age 20-49 and 25-49

The age at which childbearing commences is an important determinant of the overall level of fertility as
well as the health and well-being of the mother and child. In Sierra Leone, the median age at first birth
among women age 25-49 is 19.5 years. This means that half of women age 25-49 give birth for the first
time before age 20 (Table 5.9).

Patterns by background characteristics

= The median age at first birth does not vary substantially by background characteristics. It is slightly
higher among urban women than rural women (Table 5.10).

=  The median age at first birth ranges from 19.0 years among women in the Eastern province to 20.1
years among women in the Western Area province.

5.6 TEENAGE CHILDBEARING

Teenage childbearing

Percentage of women age 15-19 who have given birth or are pregnant with
their first child.

Sample: Women age 15-19

The issue of adolescent fertility is important for both health and social reasons. Children born to very
young mothers are at increased risk of sickness and death. Teenage mothers are more likely to experience
adverse pregnancy outcomes and to be constrained in their ability to pursue educational opportunities than
young women who delay childbearing. In Sierra Leone, 21% of women age 15-19 have begun
childbearing; 18% have had a live birth, and 4% are pregnant with their first child (Table 5.11).

Trends: The percentage of teenagers who have given birth or are pregnant with their first child has
decreased since 2013, from 28% to 21%.

Patterns by background characteristics

= The proportion of teenagers who have begun childbearing rises rapidly with age, from 4% at age 15 to
45% at age 19 (Table 5.11).

= Rural teenagers are more likely to have started childbearing than urban teenagers (29% versus 14%)
(Table 5.11).
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Teenagers with a secondary education
and those in the highest wealth quintile
are less likely to have started
childbearing than those with less
education and those in the lower
quintiles (Table 5.11 and Table 5.12).

By district, the proportion of teenagers
who have begun childbearing is lowest
in Western Area Urban and Falaba
(11% each) and highest in Pujehun,
Moyamba, and Karene (31% each)
(Figure 5.6).

LiST OF TABLES

Figure 5.6 Teenage pregnancy and motherhood
by district
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For more information on fertility levels and some of the determinants of fertility, see the following tables:

Postpartum amenorrhoea, abstinence, and insusceptibility
Median duration of amenorrhoea, postpartum abstinence, and postpartum

= Table5.1 Current fertility
= Table5.2 Fertility by background characteristics
= Table5.3 Trends in age-specific fertility rates
= Table54 Children ever born and living
= Table55 Birth intervals
= Table5.6
= Table5.7
insusceptibility
= Table5.8 Menopause
= Table5.9 Age at first birth
= Table5.10 Median age at first birth
= Table5.11 Teenage pregnancy and motherhood
= Table5.12
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Table 5.1 Current fertility

Age-specific and total fertility rates, the general fertility rate, and the
crude birth rate for the 3 years preceding the survey, by residence,
Sierra Leone DHS 2019

__ Residence
Age group Urban Rural Total
10-14 [2] [6] [4]
15-19 64 144 102
20-24 152 245 196
25-29 153 220 189
30-34 124 191 165
35-39 95 134 119
40-44 28 67 52
45-49 [9] [27] [21]
TFR (15-49) 3.1 5.1 4.2
GFR 110 176 146
CBR 26 33 30

Note: Age-specific fertility rates are per 1,000 women. Estimates in
brackets are truncated. Rates are for the period 1-36 months preceding
the interview. Rates for the 10-14 age group are based on retrospective
data from women age 15-17.

TFR: Total fertility rate, expressed per woman

GFR: General fertility rate, expressed per 1,000 women age 15-44
CBR: Crude birth rate, expressed per 1,000 population
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Table 5.2 Fertility by background characteristics

Total fertility rate for the 3 years preceding the survey, percentage of women age 15-49 currently
pregnant, and mean number of children ever born to women age 40-49, according to background
characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage of Mean number of
women age 15- children ever

Background 49 currently born to women
characteristic Total fertility rate pregnant age 40-49
Residence
Urban 3.1 4.3 4.5
Rural 5.1 7.8 5.6
Province
Eastern 4.6 6.7 5.6
Northern 4.0 6.1 5.1
North West 5.0 8.0 5.7
Southern 5.0 7.6 5.6
Western Area 2.9 3.7 4.0
District
Kailahun 4.4 6.5 5.2
Kenema 4.7 7.2 5.8
Kono 4.8 6.0 5.6
Bombali 3.9 4.5 5.2
Falaba 3.4 4.7 4.7
Koinadugu 4.3 6.2 5.1
Tonkolili 4.3 8.1 5.1
Kambia 4.8 8.3 5.9
Karene 5.4 8.8 5.5
Port Loko 5.0 7.5 5.7
Bo 4.4 7.3 5.6
Bonthe 5.3 7.0 5.4
Moyamba 5.4 8.5 6.0
Pujehun 5.3 7.4 5.2
Western Area Rural 3.6 4.2 4.6
Western Area Urban 25 3.3 3.6
Education
No education 5.0 7.1 5.4
Primary 4.7 7.3 5.3
Secondary 3.3 5.0 4.1
More than secondary 2.0 3.5 2.9
Wealth quintile
Lowest 5.6 8.8 5.6
Second 5.1 7.8 5.6
Middle 4.7 6.5 5.7
Fourth 3.6 4.9 5.0
Highest 2.6 4.0 3.7
Total 4.2 6.2 5.2

Note: Total fertility rates are for the period 1-36 months preceding the interview.

Table 5.3 Trends in age-specific fertility rates

Age-specific fertility rates for 5-year periods preceding the survey, according to
age group, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Number of years preceding survey

Age group 0-4 5-9 10-14 15-19
10-14 [4] 11 14 19
15-19 104 136 144 153
20-24 193 233 229 233
25-29 196 234 238 241
30-34 167 199 202 [225]
35-39 121 139 [169]

40-44 55 [90]

45-49 [25]

Note: Age-specific fertility rates are per 1,000 women. Estimates in brackets are
truncated. Rates exclude the month of the interview. For the 0-4 year period, rates
for the 10-14 age group are based on retrospective data from women age 15-19.




Table 5.4 Children ever born and living

Percent distribution of all women and currently married women age 15-49 by number of children ever born, mean number of children ever born, and

mean number of living children, according to age group, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Number of children ever born Mean

number Mean

of number

Number children  of living

Age 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ Total of women ever born children

ALL WOMEN
15-19 82.2 15.7 1.9 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 3,427 0.20 0.18
20-24 32.3 354 21.7 8.5 19 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 2,629 1.13 1.01
25-29 10.0 209 291 21.5 11.4 55 13 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 2,728 2.26 1.99
30-34 3.9 9.7 182 22.3 19.7 13.7 7.7 34 1.0 0.3 0.1 100.0 1,942 3.42 2.96
35-39 25 6.2 10.1 16.8 17.9 19.0 13.3 8.1 4.0 13 0.7 100.0 2,224 4.31 3.66
40-44 1.7 5.1 8.7 12.0 15.7 15.2 141 125 7.3 4.6 3.2 100.0 1,337 5.02 4.12
45-49 17 35 7.1 10.0 16.0 14.9 14.1 11.8 8.3 6.6 6.0 100.0 1,288 5.43 4.27
Total 26.4 159 142 12.3 10.0 7.9 55 3.7 2.0 12 0.9 100.0 15,574 2.55 2.16
CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN

15-19 34.9 53.3 10.8 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 a77 0.78 0.70
20-24 10.8 37.0 338 14.3 3.6 0.5 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 1,365 1.65 1.46
25-29 4.5 16.4 30.6 25.5 14.0 6.8 17 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 2,097 2.57 2.25
30-34 3.0 6.3 16.3 23.6 21.3 15.1 8.9 4.0 11 0.4 0.1 100.0 1,637 3.65 3.16
35-39 1.8 5.2 9.6 17.0 17.9 19.2 14.3 8.5 4.2 15 0.7 100.0 1,960 4.43 3.76
40-44 1.2 3.4 7.0 11.8 16.5 16.6 15.1 12.7 7.5 5.1 3.2 100.0 1,129 5.20 4.29
45-49 2.1 3.3 6.7 8.9 15.7 14.6 14.0 12.3 9.0 7.3 6.2 100.0 1,050 5.53 4.35
Total 5.4 142 18.1 17.3 14.3 11.4 8.0 5.3 2.9 1.8 1.2 100.0 9,715 3.54 2.99
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Table 5.5 Birth intervals

Percent distribution of non-first births in the 5 years preceding the survey by number of months since preceding birth, and median number of months since preceding
birth, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Months since preceding birth Median
number of
months since
Background Number of preceding
characteristic 7-17 18-23 24-35 36-47 48-59 60+ Total non-first births birth
Mother’s age
15-19 14.6 18.1 47.2 13.1 4.4 25 100.0 74 27.7
20-29 5.6 11.0 32.7 22.4 12.9 15.4 100.0 3,183 36.3
30-39 4.1 8.5 25.1 21.3 13.2 27.8 100.0 3,318 42.5
40-49 5.0 7.7 21.2 19.6 13.9 32.5 100.0 846 45.4
Sex of preceding
birth
Male 55 9.5 28.0 21.9 125 22.5 100.0 3,735 39.1
Female 4.4 9.6 28.3 21.0 13.7 23.0 100.0 3,686 40.0
Survival of preceding
birth
Living 35 8.9 28.2 22.1 135 23.9 100.0 6,477 40.5
Dead 14.9 14.4 28.0 17.5 10.4 14.9 100.0 944 31.0
Birth order
2-3 4.7 9.3 28.6 20.3 131 23.9 100.0 3,735 39.6
4-6 4.7 9.6 27.7 22.4 12.9 22.6 100.0 2,885 39.9
7+ 6.7 10.7 27.8 23.4 13.7 17.7 100.0 802 38.3
Residence
Urban 3.4 7.4 22.1 20.5 13.9 32.7 100.0 2,350 45.9
Rural 5.7 10.6 31.0 21.9 12.7 18.1 100.0 5,071 37.3
Province
Eastern 5.1 10.4 27.5 21.3 13.8 22.0 100.0 1,652 39.6
Northern 45 8.4 26.6 23.3 131 24.2 100.0 1,480 40.7
North West 4.2 9.9 325 24.1 12.7 16.7 100.0 1,459 37.2
Southern 7.1 10.9 30.4 20.5 11.7 19.4 100.0 1,644 37.0
Western Area 3.4 7.8 22.5 17.6 145 34.2 100.0 1,186 46.9
District
Kailahun 3.4 7.0 29.5 19.2 14.4 26.5 100.0 365 42.6
Kenema 7.0 12.0 27.2 22.2 131 185 100.0 814 37.7
Kono 3.1 10.2 26.6 21.3 14.4 24.4 100.0 473 41.9
Bombali 3.7 5.7 25.6 22.9 15.0 27.0 100.0 484 42.4
Falaba 6.0 9.6 24.1 25.0 14.7 20.6 100.0 189 39.7
Koinadugu 2.0 8.5 27.7 24.6 15.3 21.9 100.0 223 41.9
Tonkolili 5.6 10.1 27.8 225 10.1 23.9 100.0 584 39.1
Kambia 2.9 13.2 32.0 21.9 121 18.1 100.0 465 36.6
Karene 4.2 8.0 29.8 24.5 14.2 19.3 100.0 288 38.9
Port Loko 5.0 8.5 34.0 25.4 125 14.6 100.0 706 36.8
Bo 8.5 11.9 29.2 17.0 11.0 22.3 100.0 609 36.3
Bonthe 5.7 8.4 32.9 24.2 115 17.3 100.0 298 37.4
Moyamba 4.2 9.9 33.5 21.9 12.7 17.8 100.0 453 37.3
Pujehun 10.3 12.7 25.5 22.0 11.9 17.6 100.0 283 36.8
Western Area Rural 3.6 10.7 22.1 16.5 14.3 32.9 100.0 557 45.6
Western Area Urban 3.2 5.3 22.8 18.6 14.7 35.3 100.0 629 48.0
Mother’s education
No education 5.1 9.8 27.5 21.9 13.3 22.4 100.0 4,611 39.5
Primary 5.8 10.7 32.0 21.2 12.3 18.1 100.0 1,111 36.7
Secondary 4.2 8.5 27.9 20.8 131 25.4 100.0 1,544 41.1
More than secondary 3.2 6.4 21.6 16.7 12.3 39.8 100.0 155 53.1
Wealth quintile
Lowest 6.2 10.9 32.1 22.2 12.2 16.5 100.0 1,886 36.4
Second 55 10.6 31.4 21.7 13.2 175 100.0 1,744 36.9
Middle 5.0 10.3 28.2 23.7 11.9 20.9 100.0 1,544 39.0
Fourth 3.2 8.8 24.5 20.4 13.8 29.4 100.0 1,262 43.0
Highest 3.9 5.0 19.6 17.6 15.6 38.3 100.0 985 50.8
Total 5.0 9.6 28.2 215 131 22.7 100.0 7,421 39.5

Note: First-order births are excluded. The interval for multiple births is the number of months since the preceding pregnancy that ended in a live birth.
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Table 5.6 Postpartum amenorrhoea, abstinence, and insusceptibility

Percentage of births in the 3 years preceding the survey for which mothers are postpartum amenorrhoeic, abstaining, and
insusceptible, by number of months since birth, and median and mean durations, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage of births for which the mother is:

Months since birth Amenorrhoeic Abstaining Insusceptible! Number of births
<2 81.7 96.7 98.3 355
2-3 78.4 95.0 96.8 362
4-5 69.7 93.0 96.1 316
6-7 67.4 87.6 90.9 355
8-9 59.4 87.6 89.0 312
10-11 44.9 85.0 89.4 311
12-13 34.9 68.7 73.4 410
14-15 28.3 54.6 59.9 395
16-17 21.6 50.4 55.0 341
18-19 13.1 34.6 37.7 288
20-21 9.9 20.9 24.3 295
22-23 8.9 24.8 27.4 256
24-25 3.9 8.8 11.5 376
26-27 3.9 7.5 10.2 350
28-29 1.6 8.1 8.4 308
30-31 1.6 5.0 5.8 290
32-33 34 3.1 4.9 249
34-35 2.0 3.6 5.6 244
Total 31.4 48.8 51.7 5,812
Median 10.2 16.6 17.3 na
Mean 11.7 17.7 18.7 na

Note: Estimates are based on status at the time of the survey.
na = Not applicable
L Includes births for which mothers are either still amenorrhoeic or still abstaining (or both) following birth
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Table 5.7 Median duration of amenorrhoea, postpartum abstinence, and postpartum insusceptibility

Median number of months of postpartum amenorrhoea, postpartum abstinence, and postpartum insusceptibility
following births in the 3 years preceding the survey, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Background
characteristic Postpartum amenorrhoea Postpartum abstinence Postpartum insusceptibility*
Mother’s age
15-29 9.7 16.1 16.7
30-49 11.0 17.5 18.2
Residence
Urban 9.1 15.1 15.4
Rural 11.1 17.3 18.3
Province
Eastern 10.9 16.1 16.9
Northern 9.9 18.5 19.4
North West 10.8 17.9 18.4
Southern 11.1 15.4 16.2
Western Area 7.8 14.6 14.9
District
Kailahun 12.3 17.8 18.4
Kenema 9.6 15.5 16.0
Kono 11.1 15.6 18.1
Bombali 9.4 18.5 18.6
Falaba (11.8) 13.3 (19.2)
Koinadugu 10.7 (20.0) (20.0)
Tonkolili 10.0 19.2 19.6
Kambia 10.9 17.2 17.7
Karene (10.5) 17.9 19.0
Port Loko 11.0 18.3 18.5
Bo 11.4 15.2 155
Bonthe 11.6 13.3 14.4
Moyamba 11.7 16.7 17.0
Pujehun (9.1) 14.5 16.3
Western Area Rural 7.4 14.8 15.2
Western Area Urban 8.2 14.4 14.8
Mother’s education
No education 10.8 17.0 18.0
Primary 11.4 17.0 17.9
Secondary 8.2 15.8 16.3
More than secondary (8.7) (10.7) (10.7)
Wealth quintile
Lowest 11.9 16.9 18.1
Second 10.8 17.6 18.4
Middle 11.2 17.6 18.4
Fourth 8.5 15.6 16.0
Highest 9.1 14.3 14.6
Total 10.2 16.6 17.3

Note: Medians are based on status at the time of the survey (current status). Figures in parentheses are based on 25-
49 unweighted cases.
L Includes births for which mothers are either still amenorrhoeic or still abstaining (or both) following birth

Table 5.8 Menopause

Percentage of women age 30-49 who are menopausal, according to age, Sierra
Leone DHS 2019

Percentage
Age menopausal’  Number of women
30-34 2.7 1,942
35-39 4.3 2,224
40-41 9.3 688
42-43 16.1 473
44-45 30.1 615
46-47 38.3 439
48-49 55.7 410
Total 12.8 6,791

1 Percentage of women (1) who are not pregnant, (2) who have had a birth in the
past 5 years and are not postpartum amenorrhoeic, and (3) for whom one of the
following additional conditions applies: (a) their last menstrual period occurred 6
or more months preceding the survey, (b) they declared that they are in
menopause or have had a hysterectomy, or (c) they have never menstruated
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Table 5.9 Age at first birth

Percentage of women age 15-49 who gave birth by exact ages, percentage who have never given birth, and median age at first birth,

according to current age, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage who gave birth by exact age Percentage
who have
never given  Number of Median age
Current age 15 18 20 22 25 birth women at first birth
15-19 2.6 na na na na 82.2 3,427 a
20-24 6.1 31.3 50.5 na na 32.3 2,629 19.9
25-29 6.5 33.4 54.1 71.0 85.0 10.0 2,728 19.6
30-34 8.8 36.4 56.5 70.6 85.7 3.9 1,942 19.3
35-39 6.5 321 52.2 67.0 82.3 25 2,224 19.8
40-44 9.7 39.0 55.5 69.5 83.0 1.7 1,337 19.3
45-49 8.6 35.9 53.5 66.2 79.3 17 1,288 19.6
20-49 7.3 34.1 53.4 na na 10.7 12,147 19.6
25-49 7.7 34.8 54.3 69.1 83.5 4.7 9,519 19.5

na = Not applicable due to censoring
a = Omitted because less than 50% of women had a birth before reaching the beginning of the age group

Table 5.10 Median age at first birth

Median age at first birth among women age 20-49 and age
25-49, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone

DHS 2019
Background Women Women
characteristic age 20-49 age 25-49
Residence
Urban a 19.8
Rural 19.3 19.4
Province
Eastern 19.0 19.0
Northern 19.8 19.8
North West 19.2 19.3
Southern 19.4 19.5
Western Area a 20.1
District
Kailahun 19.2 19.3
Kenema 18.7 18.7
Kono 19.5 19.3
Bombali a 20.0
Falaba a 20.3
Koinadugu 19.4 19.4
Tonkolili 195 195
Kambia 19.0 19.0
Karene 19.1 19.5
Port Loko 19.4 19.5
Bo 19.2 19.1
Bonthe 19.5 19.6
Moyamba 19.9 20.0
Pujehun 19.1 19.3
Western Area Rural 19.5 19.0
Western Area Urban a 20.8
Education
No education 19.1 19.2
Primary 18.7 18.9
Secondary a 20.3
More than secondary a 24.0
Wealth quintile
Lowest 19.4 19.5
Second 19.2 19.3
Middle 19.0 19.1
Fourth 195 19.1
Highest a 20.6
Total 19.6 195

a = Omitted because less than 50% of women had a birth
before reaching the beginning of the age group
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Table 5.11 Teenage pregnancy and motherhood

Percentage of women age 15-19 who have had a live birth or who are pregnant with their first child, and percentage who have
begun childbearing, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage of women age 15-19 who: Percentage who
Background Are pregnant with have begun
characteristic Have had a live birth first child childbearing Number of women
Age
15-17 6.6 2.7 9.3 2,050
15 2.2 2.2 4.3 838
16 8.6 21 10.7 623
17 10.8 4.2 15.0 588
18 28.1 5.3 334 683
19 40.5 4.4 44.9 694
Residence
Urban 12.6 1.7 14.4 1,814
Rural 235 5.6 29.2 1,613
Province
Eastern 18.6 4.8 234 648
Northern 15.9 21 18.0 766
North West 21.7 5.1 26.8 560
Southern 23.3 5.3 28.6 630
Western Area 11.9 1.7 13.6 823
District
Kailahun 21.2 4.2 254 124
Kenema 20.9 5.6 26.5 313
Kono 135 4.0 17.5 211
Bombali 16.2 1.7 17.9 280
Falaba 9.7 15 11.3 132
Koinadugu 13.8 1.2 15.0 102
Tonkolili 19.6 3.1 22.7 252
Kambia 235 4.4 28.0 229
Karene 25.3 5.8 31.1 95
Port Loko 18.5 5.4 239 236
Bo 21.3 52 26.6 317
Bonthe 23.7 6.4 30.1 102
Moyamba 28.2 3.0 31.2 140
Pujehun 22.1 8.4 30.5 72
Western Area Rural 16.0 1.7 17.7 316
Western Area Urban 9.4 1.6 11.0 507
Education
No education 35.2 8.3 43.5 477
Primary 17.2 5.2 22.4 636
Secondary 14.4 2.2 16.5 2,300
More than secondary * * * 14
Wealth quintile
Lowest 27.6 4.9 32.5 434
Second 25.3 6.6 31.9 537
Middle 20.3 4.4 24.7 682
Fourth 15.2 2.2 17.4 898
Highest 8.8 1.9 10.7 876
Total 17.8 3.6 21.3 3,427

Note: An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed.

Table 5.12 Sexual and reproductive health behaviours before age 15

Among women and men age 15-19, percentage who initiated sexual intercourse, were married,
and had a live birth/fathered a child before age 15, according to sex, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Gave
Had sexual birth/fathered a
intercourse before  Married before child before
Sex age 15 age 15 age 15 Number
Women 16.8 34 2.6 3,427
Men 6.5 0.0 0.0 1,541
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Key Findings

= Desire for another child: 26% of currently married
women age 15-49 want to have another child soon, while
24% want to wait at least 2 years.

= Limiting childbearing: Overall, 26% of women and 19%
of men want to limit childbearing.

= Ideal family size: Men prefer to have 4.9 children on
average, while women prefer 4.7 children.

= Unwanted births: Of all births in the past 5 years and
current pregnancies, 83% were wanted at the time of
conception, 14% were wanted later, and 3% were
unwanted.

= Wanted births: Overall, the total fertility rate is 4.2 and
the wanted fertility rate is 3.8.

nformation on fertility preferences can help family planning programme planners assess the desire for
children, the extent of mistimed and unwanted pregnancies, and the demand for contraception to space
or limit births. This information may suggest the direction that fertility patterns will take in the future.

This chapter presents information on whether and when married women and men want more children,
ideal family size, whether the last birth was wanted, and the theoretical fertility rate if all unwanted births
were prevented.

6.1 DESIRE FOR ANOTHER CHILD

Desire for another child

Women and men were asked whether they wanted more children and, if so,
how long they would prefer to wait before the birth of the next child. Women
and men who are sterilised are assumed not to want any more children.

Sample: Currently married women and men age 15-49

Fifty-six percent of currently married women age 15-49 want to have another child; 26% of these women
want to have another child within 2 years, 24% want to wait at least 2 years, and 6% are undecided with
respect to time. Overall, 26% of currently married women want no more children or are sterilised.

Sixty-one percent of married men in Sierra Leone age 15-49 want to have another child; 32% want a child
within 2 years, 21% to wait at least 2 years, and 9% are undecided with respect to time. Nineteen percent
of currently married men want no more children or are sterilised (Table 6.1).
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Trends: The percentage of currently married women Figure 6.1 Trends in desire to limit
with two living children who want no more children  childbearing by number of living children
increased from 8% in 2_013 to 12% i_n 2019, vv_hi_le Percentage of currently married women

the percentage of married women with three living age 15-49 who want no more children
children who want no more children increased from
21% to 23%. Over the same period, the percentage
of currently married women with four living children
who want no more children increased slightly from

34% to 35% (Figure 6.1). 45
29 34 35
Patterns by background characteristics —— 21 3chidren__23
= - \ ——
= Seventy-nine percent of currently married 14 % 2children 12
women with no living chllc_jren want to have a 2008 2013 2019
child soon, as compared with 6% of women with SLDHS SLDHS SLDHS

six or more children. The corresponding
percentages among men are 78% and 25% (Table 6.1).

= The proportion of currently married women who Figure 6.2 Desire to limit childbearing by

want no more children increases with the number of living children

. . 0
number_Of I|V|ng- children, from 2% among . Percentage of currently married women
those with no children to 63% among those with age 15-49 who want no more children

six or more children (Figure 6.2).

= Men in urban areas are slightly less likely to
want to limit childbearing than men in rural 63
areas (18% versus 20%, respectively). Women >4
in rural and urban areas are equally likely to 35
want to limit childbearing (26% each) (Table 23
6.2.1 and Table 6.2.2). . L2

= The desire to limit childbearing is highest 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+
among women with no education (31%) and Number of living children
among men with a primary education or no
education (20% each).

6.2 IDEAL FAMILY SIZE

Ideal family size

Respondents with no children were asked “If you could choose exactly the
number of children to have in your whole life, how many would that be?”
Respondents who had children were asked “If you could go back to the time
when you did not have any children and could choose exactly the number of
children to have in your whole life, how many would that be?”

Sample: Women and men age 15-49
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On average, Sierra Leonean men want to have Figure 6.3 Ideal family size
almost the same number of children as women (4.9 Mean i )

. . . ean ideal number of children among
children and 4.7 children, respectively) (Table 6.3). women and men age 15-49
The mean ideal number of children is larger among
currently married women and men than among all
women and men (Figure 6.3).

®EWomen ®Men

Trends: The mean ideal number of children among 4.7 4.9
currently married women decreased from 5.4 in
2013 to 5.2 in 2019.

Patterns by background characteristics

= |In general, the more children men and women
already have, the more children they consider
ideal. Women who have one child consider 4.0 children to be ideal on average. In contrast, women
who have six or more children consider 6.7 children to be ideal. Men who have six or more children
consider 8.1 children ideal (Figure 6.4).

All Currently married

= Urban women prefer fewer children than rural Figure 6.4 Ideal family size by number of
women (4.1 and 5.3 children, respectively) living children
(Table 6.4).

Mean ideal number of children

= The mean ideal number of children decreases = Women ®Men
with increasing household wealth. Women in the
lowest wealth quintile prefer 5.5 children, while
women in the highest quintile prefer 3.8
children.

=  Women’s ideal family size is highest in the
North West province (5.3 children) and lowest
in the Western Area province (3.9 children).

1 2 3 4 5 6+
Number of living children

= By district, women’s ideal family size is highest
in Pujehun (5.5 children) and lowest in Western
Area Urban (3.7 children).

6.3 FERTILITY PLANNING STATUS

Planning status of births/pregnancies

Women reported whether their births/pregnancies were wanted at the time
(planned birth), at a later time (mistimed birth), or not at all (unwanted birth).

Sample: Current pregnancies and births in the 5 years before the survey to
women age 15-49
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In Sierra Leone, a large majority of births were
wanted at the time of conception (83%), while 14%
were mistimed (that is, wanted at a later date). Only
3% of births were not wanted at all (Figure 6.5).

Trends: The proportion of births that were
unwanted remained constant at 3% from 2013 to
2019. However, the proportion of mistimed births
increased from 11% to 14%.

Patterns by background characteristics

= The more children a woman has, the more likely
it is that her most recent birth was unwanted.
One percent of first births were unwanted, as
compared with 7% of fourth- or higher-order
births (Table 6.5).

Figure 6.5 Fertility planning status

Percent distribution of births to women
age 15-49 in the 5 years before the survey
(including current pregnancies) by
planning status of births

Unwanted
3%

Wanted

later Wanted
14% then
83%

= The proportion of unwanted births increases with age. One percent of births to women age 20-24 were
unwanted, compared with 15% of births to women age 45-49.

6.4 WANTED FERTILITY RATES

Unwanted birth

Any birth in excess of the number of children a woman reported as

her ideal number.

Wanted birth

Any birth fewer than or equal to the number of children a woman

reported as her ideal number.

Wanted fertility rate

The average number of children a woman would have by the end of
her childbearing years if she bore children at the current age-
specific fertility rates, excluding unwanted births.

Sample: Women age 15-49

The wanted fertility rate measures the potential
demographic impact of fertility that would have
prevailed in the 3 years preceding the survey if all
unwanted births were prevented. It is calculated in
the same manner as the total fertility rate, except that
only wanted births are included. A birth is
considered wanted if the number of living children at
the time of conception is fewer than the ideal
number of children reported by the respondent.

Trends: The total wanted fertility rate in Sierra
Leone has declined slightly over the past 5 years,
from 4.5 children in 2013 to 3.8 children in 2019.
The gap between wanted and actual fertility has
remained constant at 0.4 (Figure 6.6).
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actual fertility

Wanted and actual number of children

per woman
5.1 4.9
0.6 0.4 4.2
0.4 TFR
45 4.5 28
2008 2013 2019
SLDHS SLDHS SLDHS



Patterns by background characteristics

=  Although the gap varies by background characteristics, the total wanted fertility rate is consistently
lower than the actual fertility rate (Table 6.6).

= The gap between the total wanted fertility rate and the actual fertility rate narrows with increasing
education and household wealth. For example, the gap falls from 0.5 among women with no education
to 0.0 among women with a secondary education or higher. Similarly, the gap decreases from 0.5
among women in the lowest wealth quintile to 0.2 among women in the highest quintile (Table 6.6).

LIST OF TABLES
For more information on fertility preferences, see the following tables:

= Table6.1 Fertility preferences by number of living children
= Table6.2.1 Desire to limit childbearing: Women
= Table6.2.2 Desire to limit childbearing: Men

= Table6.3 Ideal number of children by number of living children
= Table6.4 Mean ideal number of children

= Table6.5 Fertility planning status

= Table 6.6 Wanted fertility rates
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Table 6.1 Fertility preferences by number of living children

Percent distribution of currently married women and currently married men age 15-49 by desire for children, according to number of
living children, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Number of living children Total Total
Desire for children 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+ 15-49 15-59
WOMEN?
Have another soon? 78.5 43.9 28.3 22.8 16.3 9.6 5.7 26.0 na
Have another later® 7.1 31.6 324 26.0 22.4 13.4 8.4 235 na
Have another, undecided when 3.3 8.2 9.9 7.5 3.9 2.7 2.4 6.2 na
Undecided 5.1 10.4 15.3 17.3 18.3 14.9 14.2 14.6 na
Want no more 1.9 3.7 12.0 22.7 34.3 53.5 62.6 25.7 na
Sterilised* 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.6 0.8 0.2 na
Declared infecund 4.0 2.2 2.0 3.6 4.3 5.3 5.9 3.6 na
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 na
Number 481 1,650 2,065 1,849 1,551 1,071 1,047 9,715 na
MEN®
Have another soon? 7.7 39.8 30.3 31.0 22.5 224 25.0 31.6 29.1
Have another later® 7.0 30.8 29.0 20.2 19.8 14.7 10.4 20.8 18.0
Have another, undecided when 1.9 9.9 12.5 10.9 5.3 8.9 6.3 8.9 7.9
Undecided 10.2 15.1 17.6 20.6 24.3 18.6 19.0 18.6 17.9
Want no more 15 3.3 8.8 16.2 26.8 334 37.7 18.7 24.0
Sterilised* 0.0 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.0 1.0 0.3 0.3 0.5
Declared infecund 1.7 0.7 15 0.9 1.3 1.2 1.3 1.2 25
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number 157 529 654 590 413 322 570 3,234 3,991

na = Not applicable

1 The number of living children includes the current pregnancy.

2 Wants next birth within 2 years

3 Wants to delay next birth for 2 or more years

4 Includes both female and male sterilisation

5 The number of living children includes one additional child if the respondent’s wife is pregnant (or if any wife is pregnant for men
with more than one current wife).
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Table 6.2.1 Desire to limit childbearing: Women

Percentage of currently married women age 15-49 who want no more children, by number of living children,
according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Number of living children*

Background
characteristic 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+ Total
Residence
Urban 14 2.0 15.7 29.6 43.8 62.7 68.2 26.0
Rural 2.3 5.2 9.4 18.6 30.6 50.3 62.0 25.9
Province
Eastern 0.0 4.0 17.0 22.9 35.4 56.8 69.6 30.7
Northern 3.7 4.8 8.3 16.5 31.0 51.3 58.6 22.8
North West 1.2 2.8 6.0 11.7 29.0 38.7 51.3 19.3
Southern 2.4 6.2 10.0 23.2 34.4 56.4 70.4 30.3
Western Area 1.8 2.1 18.4 37.7 45.9 70.2 715 26.4
District
Kailahun * 3.9 5.3 20.2 32.8 51.3 (62.0) 24.4
Kenema (0.0) 3.9 17.0 21.9 35.2 47.4 68.8 29.4
Kono * 4.2 26.4 27.0 38.4 71.8 75.5 37.7
Bombali (0.0) 25 2.3 7.1 34.0 51.5 52.4 17.7
Falaba * 12.6 32.5 31.6 52.4 49.5 78.1 39.9
Koinadugu (5.1) 2.5 5.4 15.3 25.7 54.8 (64.9) 20.7
Tonkolili (6.9) 4.8 8.1 19.5 23.9 50.6 51.6 22.1
Kambia (0.0) 2.6 3.7 8.1 195 44.0 48.0 16.9
Karene * 11 13.0 17.4 37.8 34.0 51.4 24.3
Port Loko (0.0) 3.6 4.9 11.6 317 36.7 54.4 19.1
Bo (2.3) 9.1 12.4 325 39.4 62.7 66.9 32.4
Bonthe * 3.9 6.7 23.2 38.6 55.2 82.8 33.3
Moyamba (5.3) 5.8 12.2 18.7 28.5 57.8 69.9 30.1
Pujehun (0.0) 2.7 5.9 11.2 26.1 44.3 65.0 23.0
Western Area Rural (1.9) 2.5 21.2 38.2 52.4 60.9 (68.6) 30.7
Western Area Urban 1.8 1.9 16.3 37.4 40.5 (80.2) * 23.5
Education
No education 3.6 7.1 13.8 23.2 325 51.4 63.0 31.0
Primary 15 14 6.3 15.6 36.2 68.3 69.1 22.2
Secondary 0.4 14 9.8 25.4 42.6 59.7 (58.0) 14.7
More than secondary (0.0) 0.0 27.1 34.5 * * * 21.5
Wealth quintile
Lowest 3.0 55 7.6 15.4 30.0 51.3 59.6 25.8
Second 1.6 4.6 8.5 19.7 27.2 46.4 60.4 24.3
Middle 3.3 4.8 13.4 20.6 35.5 50.9 63.0 28.5
Fourth 0.9 2.4 11.6 24.1 40.9 62.3 71.3 26.3
Highest 1.3 2.2 18.2 35.7 46.9 73.4 (79.7) 25.0
Total 1.9 3.7 12.0 22.9 34.6 54.0 63.4 26.0

Note: Women who have been sterilised are considered to want no more children. Figures in parentheses
are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25
unweighted cases and has been suppressed.

1 The number of living children includes the current pregnancy.
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Table 6.2.2 Desire to limit childbearing: Men

Percentage of currently married men age 15-49 who want no more children, by number of living children, according to
background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Number of living children?

Background
characteristic 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+ Total
Residence
Urban 15 3.0 10.7 19.2 36.5 36.6 42.4 18.1
Rural 15 4.4 7.5 14.4 21.7 33.6 36.7 19.6
Province
Eastern * 43 3.8 13.1 21.3 30.6 43.2 19.6
Northern (0.0) 0.6 5.5 11.5 18.0 23.0 33.4 14.7
North West * 9.7 16.4 11.7 21.1 31.2 34.0 19.7
Southern (0.0) 6.3 7.4 19.3 29.9 42.1 39.4 23.2
Western Area (2.0) 0.4 12.6 22.9 (46.2) (49.6) (41.4) 18.2
District
Kailahun * (0.0) (5.0) (20.8) (21.1) (23.2) (69.4) 23.8
Kenema * (0.0) 4.0 9.2) (11.1) (27.4) (28.0) 12.9
Kono * (11.6) (2.6) (11.7) (39.7) (38.5) 46.4 25.7
Bombali * (0.0) (10.8) (12.1) (27.7) * (41.4) 19.1
Falaba * * * (5.7) * * (34.9) 13.2
Koinadugu * (0.0) (0.0) 9.2) (20.8) * (14.5) 11.8
Tonkolili * 1.4) (2.6) 24.7) (7.8) (15.8) 317 12.1
Kambia * (9.0) (17.8) (13.4) * * (26.0) 18.2
Karene * * (18.6) (16.2) * * (50.4) 27.4
Port Loko * (9.8) (13.8) (7.8) * (21.4) (31.6) 17.1
Bo * (6.7) (7.4) (27.9) (42.3) (56.1) (54.7) 31.0
Bonthe * (4.8) (8.3) (3.1) * * (33.4) 15.0
Moyamba * * (12.6) (23.9) (22.1) (25.1) 29.8 20.3
Pujehun * * (0.0) (10.7) (23.6) * (33.2) 20.0
Western Area Rural * (2.3) (22.9) (30.1) * * * 31.0
Western Area Urban (0.0) 0.0 7.7 18.2 (38.8) * * 12.1
Education
No education (0.0) 53 5.6 9.8 235 34.6 32.6 19.7
Primary * 0.0 8.9 18.0 25.6 26.4 42.7 20.4
Secondary 17 4.2 11.9 22.7 30.6 32.3 51.2 18.3
More than secondary * 2.1 5.8 22.0 (34.3) * (47.9) 17.1
Wealth quintile
Lowest * 3.9 5.8 15.0 21.4 31.8 37.2 19.3
Second (4.0) 4.9 9.5 9.5 19.4 31.4 36.5 19.3
Middle (0.0) 12 8.3 16.7 18.9 39.5 36.9 195
Fourth (3.6) 8.8 14.3 18.0 38.8 (37.7) 40.8 21.7
Highest (0.0) 0.9 7.3 21.9 43.0 (33.8) (43.3) 15.8
Total 15-49 15 3.7 9.0 16.5 26.8 34.3 38.0 19.0
50-59 * * (34.7) 49.7 43.6 46.6 52.1 47.9
Total 15-59 15 4.6 10.7 20.8 30.1 38.0 43.5 24.5

Note: Men who have been sterilised or who state in response to the question about desire for children that their wife has
been sterilised are considered to want no more children. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases.
An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed.

1 The number of living children includes one additional child if the respondent’s wife is pregnant (or if any wife is pregnant
for men with more than one current wife).
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Table 6.3 Ideal number of children by number of living children

Percent distribution of women and men age 15-49 by ideal number of children, and mean ideal number of children for all respondents
and for currently married respondents, according to number of living children, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Number of living children

Ideal number of children 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+ Total
WOMEN?
0 15 14 1.9 1.7 1.8 12 14 1.6
1 0.8 0.4 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.4
2 11.5 7.3 35 19 1.3 1.1 1.0 5.4
3 22.4 225 11.9 6.8 2.7 2.2 18 13.4
4 42.8 42.8 41.7 31.8 22.4 12.3 11.1 34.2
5 10.2 12.8 17.9 23.3 18.3 19.6 10.6 15.3
6+ 9.8 12.0 21.3 33.1 50.3 60.2 71.0 28.0
Non-numeric responses 0.9 0.8 15 14 2.9 3.4 3.0 1.6
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number 4,068 2,838 2,516 2,109 1,721 1,177 1,145 15,574
Mean ideal number of children for:2
All women 3.8 4.0 4.5 5.1 5.6 6.2 6.7 4.7
Number of women 4,032 2,816 2,478 2,079 1,671 1,137 1,111 15,325
Currently married women 4.3 4.3 4.6 5.1 5.7 6.2 6.7 5.2
Number of currently married women 468 1,634 2,041 1,822 1,509 1,040 1,019 9,534
MEN?
0 11 3.7 11 2.2 1.7 1.9 1.9 17
1 0.7 0.9 1.4 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.1 0.7
2 13.2 9.8 5.7 2.9 5.7 11 17 8.7
3 18.8 19.3 10.8 8.8 2.6 4.6 2.1 135
4 32.1 35.7 36.4 27.4 21.9 11.2 10.1 28.8
5 13.6 12.6 20.9 18.9 13.3 17.5 7.4 145
6+ 16.8 14.3 20.7 34.9 50.6 53.2 66.3 27.5
Non-numeric responses 3.8 3.6 3.1 4.2 3.5 9.9 10.4 4.6
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number 2,837 794 757 642 441 331 583 6,384
Mean ideal number of children for:?
All men 4.2 4.0 4.6 5.4 5.8 6.4 8.1 4.9
Number of men 2,730 765 733 615 425 298 522 6,088
Currently married men 4.4 4.1 4.6 54 5.8 6.4 8.1 5.6
Number of currently married men 150 509 634 564 398 292 510 3,056
Mean ideal number of children for
men 15-59:2
All men 4.3 4.0 4.6 5.4 5.9 6.8 8.4 5.2
Number of men 2,739 787 784 705 522 433 858 6,828
Currently married men 4.5 4.1 4.6 5.5 5.9 6.7 8.4 5.9
Number of currently married men 152 527 676 647 489 419 834 3,745

1 The number of living children includes the current pregnancy.
2 Means are calculated excluding respondents who gave non-numeric responses.
3 The number of living children includes one additional child if the respondent’s wife is pregnant (or if any wife is pregnant for men with

more than one current wife).
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Table 6.4 Mean ideal number of children

Mean ideal number of children for all women age 15-49,
according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Background Number of
characteristic Mean women*
Age
15-19 3.9 3,404
20-24 4.2 2,614
25-29 45 2,692
30-34 5.0 1,913
35-39 5.4 2,173
40-44 5.7 1,286
45-49 6.0 1,242
Residence
Urban 4.1 7,012
Rural 5.3 8,313
Province
Eastern 4.9 3,062
Northern 4.8 3,304
North West 5.3 2,435
Southern 5.2 2,884
Western Area 3.9 3,640
District
Kailahun 4.9 707
Kenema 51 1,435
Kono 4.4 920
Bombali 4.8 1,165
Falaba 5.3 463
Koinadugu 5.0 469
Tonkolili 4.6 1,206
Kambia 5.2 870
Karene 5.1 455
Port Loko 5.4 1,110
Bo 4.9 1,239
Bonthe 5.0 468
Moyamba 5.4 722
Pujehun 5.5 456
Western Area Rural 4.2 1,291
Western Area Urban 3.7 2,349
Education
No education 5.5 6,920
Primary 4.8 2,068
Secondary 3.9 5,676
More than secondary 3.6 660
Wealth quintile
Lowest 55 2,720
Second 53 2,790
Middle 5.1 2,918
Fourth 4.3 3,267
Highest 3.8 3,628
Total 4.7 15,325

1 Number of women who gave a numeric response




Table 6.5 Fertility planning status

Percent distribution of births to women age 15-49 in the 5 years preceding the survey (including current
pregnancies), by planning status of the birth, according to birth order and mother’s age at birth, Sierra Leone

DHS 2019
Planning status of birth
Wanted Wanted Wanted no Number of
Birth order and mother’s age at birth then later more Total births
Birth order
1 71.6 27.8 0.6 100.0 2,609
2 88.8 10.5 0.8 100.0 2,245
3 87.8 9.2 3.0 100.0 1,831
4+ 85.1 8.1 6.8 100.0 4,052
Mother’s age at birth
<20 70.8 28.3 0.9 100.0 1,782
20-24 82.6 16.0 1.4 100.0 2,909
25-29 86.9 10.5 2.6 100.0 2,517
30-34 88.7 7.7 3.7 100.0 1,894
35-39 85.6 4.6 9.8 100.0 1,169
40-44 83.2 5.0 11.8 100.0 389
45-49 80.5 4.3 15.2 100.0 76
Total 83.0 13.6 3.4 100.0 10,737

Table 6.6 Wanted fertility rates

Total wanted fertility rates and total fertility rates for the 3 years preceding
the survey, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS

2019
Background Total wanted Total fertility
characteristic fertility rate rate
Residence
Urban 2.9 3.1
Rural 4.7 51
Province
Eastern 4.2 4.6
Northern 35 4.0
North West 4.7 5.0
Southern 4.5 5.0
Western Area 2.7 2.9
District
Kailahun 4.2 4.4
Kenema 4.4 4.7
Kono 4.1 4.8
Bombali 3.6 3.9
Falaba 3.1 3.4
Koinadugu 3.9 4.3
Tonkolili 34 4.3
Kambia 4.5 4.8
Karene 4.9 5.4
Port Loko 4.8 5.0
Bo 3.9 4.4
Bonthe 4.8 5.3
Moyamba 51 54
Pujehun 5.1 5.3
Western Area Rural 35 3.6
Western Area Urban 2.3 25
Education
No education 45 5.0
Primary 4.5 4.7
Secondary 3.1 3.3
More than secondary 2.0 2.0
Wealth quintile
Lowest 5.1 5.6
Second 4.7 5.1
Middle 4.3 4.7
Fourth 33 3.6
Highest 2.4 2.6
Total 3.8 4.2

Note: Rates are calculated based on births to women age 15-49 in the
period 1-36 months preceding the survey. The total fertility rates are the
same as those presented in Table 5.2.
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Key Findings

= Contraceptive knowledge: Knowledge about
contraception is widespread in Sierra Leone, with 98% of
currently married women and 99% of currently married
men knowing at least one modern method.

= Contraceptive prevalence rate: The contraceptive
prevalence rate (CPR) among currently married women
is 21%, an increase from the figure reported in 2008
(7%).

= Use of modern methods of contraception: Injectables
(9%) and implants (7%) are the most commonly used
modern contraceptive methods among currently married
women.

= Sources of modern contraceptives: The public sector
provides coverage to 80% of users of modern methods,
while the private sector covers only 18% of users.

= Discontinuation of contraceptives: More than one out
of every three women (35%) who began using a
contraceptive method in the 5 years prior to the survey
discontinued the method within 12 months.

= Demand for family planning: Among currently married
women, 45% of the demand for family planning is
satisfied with modern methods.
|

ouples can use contraceptive methods to limit or space the number of children they have. This

chapter presents information on knowledge, use, and sources of contraceptive methods; informed

choice of methods; and rates and reasons for discontinuing contraceptives. It also examines the
potential demand for family planning and how much contact nonusers have with family planning
providers.

By preventing unwanted and unplanned pregnancies, use of contraception can have a number of other
positive effects. For instance, it can reduce maternal mortality, improve educational outcomes for women,
and reduce gender inequality and poverty. As such, increasing use of contraception is an important step
towards achieving a number of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS).

7.1 CONTRACEPTIVE KNOWLEDGE AND USE

Knowledge of contraceptive methods is nearly universal in Sierra Leone, with 98% of currently married
women and 99% of men knowing at least one modern method (Table 7.1). Among women, pills,
injectables, and implants (96% each) are the most well-known contraceptive methods, followed by male
condoms (94%). Knowledge of male sterilisation and the standard days method (29% and 31%,
respectively) is relatively low.

Family Planning ¢ 101



Among currently married men, the male condom is the most well-known contraceptive method (99%),

followed by implants (94%).

Contraceptive prevalence rate

Percentage of women who use any contraceptive method.
Sample: All women age 15-49, currently married women age 15-49, and

sexually active unmarried women age 15-49

The contraceptive prevalence rate (CPR) among all
women, currently married women, and sexually
active unmarried women is 24%, 21%, and 53%,
respectively. In each of these groups, nearly all
women are using a modern method (Table 7.3 and
Figure 7.1).

Modern methods

Figure 7.1 Contraceptive use

Percentage of women age 15-49 currently
using a contraceptive method

I 21
Any method 53
Any modern method — ¥ 53
. . 9
Injectables 22
Condom |5t
o M4
Pill 9
Implants . 7 u Currently
20 ;
married women
<1
IUD 1 Sexually active
» <1 unmarried
Traditional method |7 women

Include male and female sterilisation, injectables, intrauterine devices (IUDs),
contraceptive pills, implants, female and male condoms, the standard days
method, the lactational amenorrhoea method, and emergency contraception.

Among currently married women, the most commonly used modern contraceptive methods are injectables
(9%), followed by implants (7%) and the pill (4%) (Table 7.3). Use of the remaining modern methods is
low (less than 1% each). In particular, although knowledge of male condoms is high among currently
married women (94%), less than 1% use this method (Table 7.1).

Trends: Use of modern contraceptive methods
among currently married women increased from 7%
in 2008 to 21% in 2019 (Figure 7.2). Over the same
period, use of injectables tripled from 3% to 9%.

Patterns by background characteristics

= Knowledge of contraceptive methods is
universally high across all background
characteristics (Table 7.2).
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Figure 7.2 Trends in contraceptive use
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= By district, modern contraceptive use
ranges from 7% in Falaba to 32% in
Kailahun (Table 7.4 and Figure 7.3).

= Contraceptive use generally increases
with increasing education. Twenty-nine
percent of currently married women
with a secondary education use at least

Figure 7.3 Modern contraceptive use by district

Percentage of currently married women age 15-49

Western
Area
Urban

249, Koinadugu

13%

one modern method of contraception, as
compared with only 17% of those with
no education (Table 7.4 and Figure
7.4). -
Tonkolili
18%

= Among currently married women, use
of modern contraceptive methods is
more prominent in urban (26%) than in
rural (18%) areas (Table 7.4).

Western
Area
Rural

25% o
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) 7%-13% :(

) 14% - 20%
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= Modern contraceptive use among
currently married women generally
increases with the number of living
children. Eight percent of women with
no children use a modern method,
compared with 23% of those with three
or four living children.

Knowledge of the Fertile Period Figure 7.4 Use of modern methods by

education
Table 7.5 shows that 38% of women know that a

woman'’s fertile period is halfway between two
menstrual periods. The most common misconception
is that the fertile period occurs right after a woman’s
menstrual period has ended (26%), while 3% of
women report that the fertile period is during the
menstrual period. Correct knowledge of the fertile
period is highest among women age 25-29 (42%)
and lowest among those age 15-19 (28%) (Table
7.6).

Percentage of currently married women
age 15-49

o5 29 28
: . . l
No education Primary  Secondary More than
secondary

7.2 SOURCE OF MODERN CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS

Source of modern contraceptives

The place where the modern method currently being used was obtained the
last time it was acquired.

Sample: Women age 15-49 currently using a modern contraceptive method

The predominant source of modern contraceptive methods is the public sector, which covers 80% of all
users, while the private medical sector covers only 18% of users. Government health centres are the most
popular source for modern contraceptives within the public sector (41%), followed by government
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hospitals (25%) and family planning clinics (10%). In the private medical sector, pharmacies (12%) and
private hospitals or clinics (4%) are the most common sources of modern contraceptives (Table 7.7).

7.3 INFORMED CHOICE

Informed choice

Informed choice indicates that women were informed about their method’s
side effects, about what to do if they experience side effects, and about other
methods they could use.

Sample: Women age 15-49 who are currently using selected modern
contraceptive methods and who started the last episode of use within the 5
years before the survey

Informed choice is a vital part of family planning programmes. Seventy-seven percent of women currently
using a modern method of contraception were informed about side effects or problems associated with the
method they are using, and 74% were informed about what to do if they experienced side effects (Table
7.9). Eighty-six percent of women were informed by a health or family planning worker about other
contraceptive methods. Overall, 71% of women using a modern contraceptive method were provided with
all three types of information making up the method information index (the side effects of the method,
what to do if they experience side effects, and other available methods) at the time they started the current
episode of contraceptive use. Women obtaining a method from the public sector were more likely to be
provided with all three types of information (75%) than those who obtained their method from the private
sector (53%).

There were also differences depending on the kind of method used. For instance, 91% of women using
IUDs were given all three types of information, as compared with only 57% of women using pills (Table
7.9).

7.4 DISCONTINUATION OF CONTRACEPTIVES

Contraceptive discontinuation rate
Percentage of contraceptive use episodes discontinued within 12 months.

Sample: Episodes of contraceptive use in the 5 years before the survey
experienced by women who are currently age 15-49 (one woman may
contribute more than one episode)

One out of every three women (35%) who began Figure 7.5 Contraceptive
using a contraceptive method in the 5 years before discontinuation rates

the survey discontinued the method within 12 Percentage of contraceptive episodes
months. The most common reasons for discontinued within 12 months among
discontinuation were side effects/health concerns women age 15-49

(16%) and a desire to become pregnant (9%). The
least common reason was method failure (1%)

(Table 7.10).
42 42
31 35
g .
Pill  Injectables Implants  Other All
methods
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7.5 DEMAND FOR FAMILY PLANNING

Unmet need for family planning

Proportion of women who (1) are not pregnant and not postpartum amenorrhoeic and are
considered fecund and want to postpone their next birth for 2 or more years or stop childbearing
altogether but are not using a contraceptive method, or (2) have a mistimed or unwanted current
pregnancy, or (3) are postpartum amenorrhoeic and their last birth in the last 2 years was
mistimed or unwanted.

Sample: All women age 15-49, currently married women age 15-49, and sexually active
unmarried women age 15-49

Demand for family planning: Unmet need for family planning
+ current contraceptive use (any method)

Proportion of demand satisfied: Current contraceptive use (any method)

Unmet need + current contraceptive use (any method)

Proportion of demand satisfied Current contraceptive use (any modern method)
by modern methods: Unmet need + current contraceptive use (any method)
Overall, 46% of currently married women have a Figure 7.6 Demand for family planning
dgmand for family p'a””_ing_; 3_2% want to spa.ce Percent distribution of currently married
births and 14% want to limit births. Twenty-five women age 15-49 by need for family
percent of women have an unmet need for family planning
planning (17% for spacing and 7% for limiting).
Forty-six percent of the demand for family planning Metf(?reEd
is satisfied, 45% through use of modern methods limiting
(Table 7.12.1). % No need
for family
Trequ: Unmet need for family planning among Met need for plasr:;/'ong
married women age 15-49 has been stable since spacing
2013, at 25%. There has been a slight increase in 15%
met need (from 17% to 21%) and total demand Unmet
(from 42% to 46%) (Table 7.12.1). Unmet need e for
for limiting Spli‘;'/"g
Patterns by background characteristics 7% .

= The proportion of married women with an unmet need for spacing births is highest among those age
15-19 (28%), while unmet need for limiting is highest among those age 40-44 (16%) (Table 7.12.1).

= The percentage of demand satisfied with modern methods is higher in urban areas (50%) than in rural
areas (42%).
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By district, the percentage of women
with an unmet need for family planning
ranges from 17% in Moyamba to 30%

Figure 7.7 Unmet need by district

Percentage of currently married women age 15-49 with
unmet need for family planning

each in Bonthe and Tonkolili (Figure
7.7).
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The 2019 SLDHS collected information about nonusers’ intention to use contraception. The data revealed
that 47% of married women intend to use contraception in the future (Table 7.14). Intention to use
contraception is highest among nonusers with one or two children (51% each) and lowest among those
with no children (37%).

Exposure to Family Planning Messages in the Media

Table 7.15.1 presents information on women’s exposure to family planning messages in the media. About
one in three (30%) women heard a family planning message on the radio, while 11% saw such a message
on television, 5% on a mobile phone, and 2% in a newspaper or magazine. Overall, 69% of women have
no exposure to family planning messages in any of these four media sources.

7.6 CONTACT OF NONUSERS WITH FAMILY PLANNING PROVIDERS

Contact of nonusers with family planning providers

Respondent discussed family planning in the 12 months before the survey with
a fieldworker or during a visit to a health facility.

Sample: Women age 15-49 who are not currently using any contraceptive
methods

Women age 15-49 who were not using contraception during the 12 months prior to the survey were asked
whether they discussed family planning with a fieldworker or during a visit to a health facility.

Fifty-eight percent of women responded that they had not discussed family planning either with a
fieldworker or during a health facility visit (Table 7.17). Thirty-seven percent of women discussed family
planning during a health facility visit, while 15% did not discuss family planning during such a visit.
Eighteen percent of women were visited by a fieldworker who discussed family planning.
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Patterns by background characteristics

= Sixty-two percent of women in urban areas did not discuss family planning either with a fieldworker
or at a health facility, as compared with 55% of women in rural areas.

= The percentage of women who did not discuss family planning with a fieldworker or at a health
facility is lowest among those with no education (57%) and highest among those with a secondary
education (60%) (Table 7.17).

=  The percentage of women who did not discuss family planning with a fieldworker or at a health
facility increases with increasing household wealth, from 53% among those in the lowest wealth
quintile to 65% among those in the highest quintile.

LiST OF TABLES

For more information on family planning, see the following tables:

= Table 7.1 Knowledge of contraceptive methods

= Table 7.2 Knowledge of contraceptive methods according to background characteristics
= Table 7.3 Current use of contraception by age

= Table 7.4 Current use of contraception according to background characteristics
= Table 7.5 Knowledge of fertile period

= Table 7.6 Knowledge of fertile period by age

= Table 7.7 Source of modern contraceptive methods

= Table7.8 Use of social marketing brand pills and condoms

= Table7.9 Informed choice

= Table 7.10 Twelve-month contraceptive discontinuation rates

= Table 7.11 Reasons for discontinuation

= Table7.12.1 Need and demand for family planning among currently married women

= Table7.12.2 Need and demand for family planning for all women and for sexually active
unmarried women

= Table 7.13 Decision making about family planning

=  Table 7.14 Future use of contraception

= Table7.15.1 Exposure to family planning messages: Women

= Table7.15.2  Exposure to family planning messages: Men

= Table 7.16 Exposure to specific family planning messages

= Table 7.17 Contact of nonusers with family planning providers
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Table 7.1 Knowledge of contraceptive methods

Percentage of all respondents, currently married respondents, and sexually active unmarried respondents age 15-49 who know any
contraceptive method, by specific method, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Women Men
Sexually active Sexually active
Currently unmarried Currently unmarried

Method Allwomen  married women women* All men married men ment
Any method 97.6 97.9 99.4 98.1 99.1 99.5
Any modern method 97.4 97.6 99.4 98.1 99.0 99.5
Female sterilisation 62.2 63.0 68.5 54.9 64.6 56.5
Male sterilisation 30.4 28.7 41.6 375 44.5 40.8
Pill 95.6 96.2 98.3 88.6 93.4 94.0
IUD 71.2 70.1 79.8 53.5 61.1 60.6
Injectables 95.6 96.2 98.6 87.5 92.7 92.9
Implants 95.2 95.5 98.7 90.3 94.4 94.5
Male condom 94.3 94.1 97.9 97.2 98.7 99.4
Female condom 66.2 64.3 78.3 72.2 77.6 81.6
Emergency contraception 37.2 34.6 51.6 38.0 42.3 47.8
Standard days method 30.4 30.9 38.2 27.8 33.1 28.8
Lactational amenorrhoea (LAM) 50.2 54.2 51.8 34.3 42.7 35.2
Other modern method 3.6 3.9 4.9 0.6 0.8 0.8
Any traditional method 65.0 66.2 74.1 70.7 78.6 82.3
Rhythm 37.2 37.1 45.3 33.0 40.1 38.1
Withdrawal 55.1 54.1 70.7 67.4 74.4 79.7
Other traditional method 12.2 15.5 7.4 13.6 19.1 11.1
Mean number of methods known by

respondents 15-49 8.4 8.4 9.3 8.0 8.8 8.6
Number of respondents 15,574 9,715 1,987 6,384 3,234 1,058
Mean number of methods known by

respondents 15-59 na na na 8.0 8.7 8.6
Number of respondents na na na 7,197 3,991 1,067

na = Not applicable
1 Had last sexual intercourse within 30 days preceding the survey
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Table 7.2 Knowledge of contraceptive methods according to background characteristics

Percentage of currently married women and currently married men age 15-49 who have heard of at least one contraceptive

method and who have heard of at least one modern method, by background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Women Men
Heard of Heard of
Background Heard of any modern Heard of any modern
characteristic any method  method* Number any method method* Number
Age
15-19 98.4 98.0 477 * * 13
20-24 97.8 97.4 1,365 99.1 99.1 166
25-29 98.7 98.7 2,097 99.4 99.4 540
30-34 97.9 97.7 1,637 99.3 99.3 635
35-39 98.1 97.7 1,960 98.9 98.6 698
40-44 97.4 97.2 1,129 98.9 98.8 566
45-49 96.3 95.7 1,050 99.3 99.0 615
Residence
Urban 99.5 99.4 3,579 99.7 99.7 1,271
Rural 97.0 96.6 6,136 98.8 98.6 1,963
Province
Eastern 99.5 99.4 2,007 99.7 99.7 683
Northern 97.5 96.6 2,173 98.0 97.6 661
North West 99.1 98.8 1,760 99.3 99.1 520
Southern 93.8 93.8 1,895 99.1 99.0 653
Western Area 99.6 99.6 1,880 99.6 99.6 717
District
Kailahun 99.3 99.0 478 100.0 100.0 164
Kenema 99.4 99.4 932 100.0 100.0 299
Kono 99.9 99.9 597 99.2 99.2 221
Bombali 99.4 99.2 728 99.7 99.7 240
Falaba 92.0 87.0 291 85.4 82.6 68
Koinadugu 96.2 96.2 318 99.0 99.0 106
Tonkolili 98.2 97.8 836 99.4 99.2 247
Kambia 98.7 98.3 626 99.1 99.1 172
Karene 99.3 99.3 335 98.2 97.3 111
Port Loko 99.2 99.0 799 100.0 100.0 238
Bo 99.2 99.1 724 100.0 100.0 241
Bonthe 100.0 100.0 337 99.3 99.3 124
Moyamba 97.9 97.9 503 97.1 97.1 175
Pujehun 69.7 69.6 331 100.0 99.7 114
Western Area Rural 99.3 99.3 745 99.3 99.3 231
Western Area Urban 99.7 99.7 1,135 99.7 99.7 485
Education
No education 97.1 96.7 5,957 98.1 97.8 1,366
Primary 98.7 98.5 1,298 100.0 99.9 408
Secondary 99.4 99.4 2,121 99.9 99.9 1,123
More than secondary 99.5 99.5 340 100.0 100.0 337
Wealth quintile
Lowest 96.7 96.3 2,080 98.4 98.2 722
Second 97.0 96.8 2,135 98.9 98.7 657
Middle 97.4 96.8 1,979 99.1 99.0 597
Fourth 99.3 99.2 1,770 99.5 99.5 585
Highest 99.5 99.5 1,751 99.9 99.9 674
Total 15-49 97.9 97.6 9,715 99.1 99.0 3,234
50-59 na na na 96.9 96.7 757
Total 15-59 na na na 98.7 98.6 3,991

Note: An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed.
na = Not applicable

1 Female sterilisation, male sterilisation, pill, IUD, injectables, implants, male condom, female condom, emergency

contraception, standard days method (SDM), lactational amenorrhoea method (LAM), and other modern methods
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Table 7.5 Knowledge of fertile period

Percent distribution of rhythm users, SDM users, and all women age 15-49
by knowledge of the fertile period during the ovulatory cycle, Sierra Leone
DHS 2019

Users of

rhythm Users of
Perceived fertile period method SDM  All women
Just before her menstrual period begins * * 12.2
During her menstrual period * * 3.0
Right after her menstrual period has

ended * * 26.0

Halfway between two menstrual periods * * 37.7
Other * * 0.0
No specific time * * 9.4
Don’t know * * 11.8
Total * * 100.0
Number of women 10 8 15,574

Note: An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25
unweighted cases and has been suppressed.
SDM = standard days method

Table 7.6 Knowledge of fertile period by age

Percentage of women age 15-49 with correct knowledge of the fertile period
during the ovulatory cycle, according to age, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage with

correct
knowledge of the Number of
Age fertile period women
15-19 27.8 3,427
20-24 40.2 2,629
25-29 41.6 2,728
30-34 40.4 1,942
35-39 42.1 2,224
40-44 37.2 1,337
45-49 39.0 1,288
Total 37.7 15,574

Note: Correct knowledge of the fertile period is defined as “halfway between
two menstrual periods.”




Table 7.7 Source of modern contraceptive methods

Percent distribution of users of modern contraceptive methods age 15-49 by most recent source of method, according to method, Sierra Leone

DHS 2019
Emergency
Source Sterilisation* IUD Injectables  Implants Pill Condom?  contraception ~ SDM Total
Public sector (82.0) 85.9 81.9 93.1 57.2 (33.2) * * 80.4
Government
hospital (67.8) 49.1 25.6 27.9 16.3 (11.3) * * 25.2
Government health
centre (8.8) 12.3 43.2 49.4 28.2 (13.2) * * 41.0
Family planning
clinic (5.4) 224 9.6 10.6 10.4 (7.3) * * 10.4
Public mobile clinic (0.0) 2.1 0.9 1.9 0.5 (0.0) * * 1.2
Public fieldworker (0.0) 0.0 2.6 34 1.7 (1.4) * * 2.6
Other public sector (0.0) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 (0.0) * * 0.0
Private medical
sector (10.8) 14.1 16.6 59 41.0 (62.9) * * 18.1
Private
hospital/clinic (10.8) 11.7 3.6 3.7 2.2 (6.3) * * 3.6
Pharmacy (0.0 0.0 9.9 0.5 36.4 (56.5) * * 12.1
Private doctor’s
office (0.0 0.0 0.9 0.3 0.5 (0.0 * * 0.6
Private mobile clinic (0.0) 0.0 0.7 0.5 0.7 (0.0) * * 0.6
Private fieldworker (0.0) 2.4 1.4 0.8 13 0.0) * * 11
Other private
medical (0.0) 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 (0.0) * * 0.1
Other source (0.0) 0.0 1.3 0.6 1.6 3.9 * * 1.2
Shop (0.0) 0.0 0.1 0.0 1.3 (0.0 * * 0.3
Church (0.0) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 (0.0) * * 0.0
Friend/relative (0.0) 0.0 1.2 0.6 0.3 (3.9 * * 0.9
Other (7.2) 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.2 0.0) * * 0.4
Out of the calendar (0.0) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 (0.0 * * 0.0
Don’t know (0.0) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 * * 0.0
Total (100.0) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 (100.0) * * 100.0
Number of women 29 70 1,566 1,281 685 43 22 8 3,704

Note: Total includes other modern methods but excludes the lactational amenorrhoea method (LAM). Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49
unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed.
SDM = Standard days method
1 Sterilisation is a combination of both male and female sterilisation.
2 Condom is a combination of both male and female condoms.
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Table 7.8 Use of social marketing brand pills and condoms

Percentage of pill and condom users age 15-49 using a social marketing brand, by background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Among pill users Among condom users!
Background Micro- Don’t Number  Protector Don’t Number
characteristic gynon Microlite  Zinniaf Other know  of women Plus Love Other? know  of women
Age
15-19 90.8 8.7 0.0 0.6 0.0 66 * * * * 8
20-24 88.6 7.9 0.0 21 14 129 * * * * 18
25-29 88.7 7.3 4.0 0.0 0.0 175 * * * * 10
30-34 79.6 11.9 6.1 1.2 1.3 123 * * * * 2
35-39 84.0 5.2 9.6 0.0 13 116 * * * * 2
40-44 85.3 5.2 9.5 0.0 0.0 57 * * * * 3
45_49 * * * * * 18 * * * * 0
Residence
Urban 85.3 8.3 45 0.8 11 445 (41.1) (31.2) (21.2) (6.5) 32
Rural 87.7 6.9 5.0 0.5 0.0 240 * * * * 9
Province
Eastern 86.2 11.4 1.6 0.0 0.8 183 * * * * 6
Northern 82.1 8.1 8.7 0.0 1.0 61 * * * * 12
North West 92.8 4.1 25 0.7 0.0 57 * * * * 2
Southern 85.2 4.3 10.0 0.4 0.0 168 * * * * 3
Western Area 86.2 8.4 25 1.6 1.3 216 * * * * 18
District
Kailahun 97.3 2.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 54 * * * * 1
Kenema 79.0 16.4 3.0 0.0 15 100 * * * * 1
Kono (89.7) (10.3) (0.0) (0.0) (0.0) 29 * * * * 4
Bombali (86.0) (11.1) (0.0) (0.0) (3.0) 21 * * * * 1
Falaba * * * * * 9 * * * * 7
Koinadugu * * * * * 12 * * * * 0
Tonkolili * * * * * 19 * * * * 5
Kambla * * * * * 20 * * * * 1
Karene * * * * * 7 * * * * l
Port Loko (93.4) (1.9) 4.7) (0.0) (0.0) 30 * * * * 0
Bo 77.2 6.7 16.1 0.0 0.0 87 * * * * 1
Bonthe 96.4 1.8 18 0.0 0.0 34 * * * * 1
Moyamba (90.6) (0.0) (6.3) 3.1) (0.0) 23 * * * * 0
Pujehun (93.1) (3.5) (3.4) (0.0) (0.0) 25 * * * * 1
Western Area Rural 73.9 13.9 5.7 4.8 17 72 * * * * 6
Western Area Urban 92.3 5.7 0.9 0.0 1.1 144 * * * * 12
Education
No education 84.9 75 6.2 0.8 0.7 223 * * * * 4
Primary 85.6 6.1 8.3 0.0 0.0 85 * * * * 0
Secondary 87.0 9.4 2.3 0.2 11 321 (50.5) (29.0) (15.5) (4.9) 28
More than secondary 87.1 2.6 6.7 3.6 0.0 56 * * * * 9
Wealth quintile
Lowest 91.4 7.4 1.2 0.0 0.0 7 * * * * 0
Second 86.0 6.1 7.4 0.5 0.0 72 * * * * 1
Middle 87.8 6.0 4.4 0.6 1.2 122 * * * * 10
Fourth 79.7 11.1 7.3 0.8 11 174 * * * * 13
Highest 88.3 7.1 3.2 0.8 0.7 241 * * * * 17
Total 86.1 7.8 4.7 0.7 0.7 685 (43.3) (29.3) (22.4) (5.1) 42

Note: Table excludes pill and condom users who do not know the brand name. Condom use is based on women'’s reports. Figures in parentheses are
based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed.

1 Among condom users not also using the pill

2 Other includes Latex, Rough rider Iquon, and Strawberry.
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Table 7.9 Informed choice

Among current users of modern methods age 15-49 who started the last episode of use within the 5 years preceding the survey, percentage
who were informed about possible side effects or problems of that method, percentage who were informed about what to do if they experienced
side effects, percentage who were informed about other methods they could use, and percentage who were informed of all three, according
to method and initial source, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Among women who started last episode of modern contraceptive method within 5 years preceding

the survey:

Percentage who
were informed

Percentage who

were informed

Percentage who
were informed by
a health or family

about side effects about what to do if planning worker of
they experienced other methods that

or problems of

Percentage who
were informed of
all three (method

Method/source method used side effects could be used information index) Number of women
Method

Female sterilisation * * * * 13

IUD 94.6 94.6 96.6 91.3 54

Injectables 76.8 73.5 85.7 71.1 1,454

Implants 83.9 79.9 91.0 76.8 1,232

Pill 62.1 58.4 77.6 56.5 601

Initial source of method?

Public sector 80.9 77.3 89.4 74.9 2,760
Government hospital 76.5 71.0 83.9 67.4 859
Government health centre 83.6 80.9 91.7 79.4 1,432
Family planning clinic 81.0 78.5 93.9 76.0 339
Public mobile clinic (87.9) (81.7) (90.3) (81.7) 46
Public fieldworker 76.5 71.8 87.2 66.1 82

Private medical sector 59.9 57.0 72.6 52.9 548
Private hospital/clinic 83.4 82.3 90.4 77.3 120
Private doctor’s office * * * * 18
Private mobile clinic * * * * 20
Pharmacy 50.3 47.6 65.2 44.1 349
Private fieldworker (68.2) (56.0) (75.3) (48.4) 41

Other source (47.9) (41.5) (66.3) (39.0) 36
Shop * * * * 11
Friend/relative * * * * 25
Other * * * * 10

Total 77.1 73.5 86.3 70.9 3,353

Note: Table includes users of only the methods listed individually. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk
indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed.
1 Source at start of current episode of use

Table 7.10 Twelve-month contraceptive discontinuation rates

Among episodes of contraceptive use experienced within the 5 years preceding the survey, percentage of episodes discontinued within 12 months, according to

reason for discontinuation and specific method, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Other Side Wanted Other

Desire to fertility- effects/ more method- Switched to  Number of

Method become related health effective related Other Any another  episodes of
Method failure pregnant  reasons®  concerns method reasons? reasons reason® method* use®
Injectables 0.3 11.1 13 21.8 1.5 3.1 3.0 42.0 1.2 2,356
Implants 0.1 3.6 0.0 11.2 0.1 1.0 1.2 17.3 0.6 1,476
Pill 1.6 13.4 29 14.3 3.2 2.8 3.8 42.1 33 1,072
Other® 0.6 7.2 4.7 1.1 6.1 6.5 4.4 30.7 4.7 340
All methods 0.5 9.3 1.5 15.9 1.8 2.7 2.8 34.5 1.7 5,244

Note: Figures are based on life table calculations using information on episodes of use that occurred 3-62 months preceding the survey.
! Includes infrequent sex/husband away, difficult to get pregnant/menopausal, and marital dissolution/separation

2 Includes lack of access/too far, costs too much, and inconvenient to use
3 Reasons for discontinuation are mutually exclusive and add to the total given in this column.
4 A woman is considered to have switched to another method if she used a different method in the month following discontinuation or if she gave “wanted a more
effective method” as the reason for discontinuation and started another method within 2 months of discontinuation.
5 All episodes of use that occurred within the 5 years preceding the survey are included. Episodes of use include both episodes that were discontinued during the
period of observation and episodes that were not discontinued during the period of observation.
8 Includes female sterilisation, male sterilisation, 1UD, male condom, female condom, emergency contraception, standard days method (SDM), lactational
amenorrhoea method (LAM), rhythm, withdrawal, and other traditional methods
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Table 7.11 Reasons for discontinuation

Percent distribution of discontinuations of contraceptive methods in the 5 years preceding the survey by main reason stated for discontinuation, according
to specific method, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Reason Injectables Implants Pill Male condom Other* All methods
Became pregnant while using 1.1 0.2 4.1 2.3 4.1 1.8
Wanted to become pregnant 29.6 26.3 35.4 23.2 30.4 30.3
Husband/partner disapproved 39 4.8 5.4 5.7 2.9 4.4
Wanted a more effective method 3.2 2.3 7.0 6.9 27.3 5.1
Side effects/health concerns 48.7 56.2 30.2 1.2 13.5 42.6
Lack of access/too far 18 1.2 2.2 5.3 0.9 19
Cost too much 2.0 1.2 0.9 1.3 0.0 15
Inconvenient to use 2.9 4.5 2.8 21.9 6.0 3.8
Up to God/fatalistic 0.6 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.4
Difficult to get pregnant/menopausal 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.3 0.2
Infrequent sex/husband away 2.7 0.9 6.3 23.6 4.5 3.9
Marital dissolution/separation 0.4 0.0 0.0 1.6 0.0 0.2
Other 1.8 15 2.3 2.1 4.2 2.0
Don’t know 0.3 0.3 0.6 4.2 1.0 0.5
Missing 0.7 0.7 2.7 0.6 3.8 1.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of discontinuations 1,171 398 576 63 95 2,303

1 Other includes withdrawal, rhythm, standard days method (SDM), male sterilisation, IUD, and emergency contraception.
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Table 7.12.1 Need and demand for family planning among currently married women

Percentage of currently married women age 15-49 with unmet need for family planning, percentage with met need for family planning, total demand for family
planning, and percentage of the demand for family planning that is satisfied, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percent-
age of
Met need for family planning Total demand for family demand
Unmet need for family planning (currently using) planning* Percent-  satisfied
age of by
Background For For For For For For Number demand modern
characteristic spacing limiting Total spacing limiting Total spacing limiting Total of women satisfied?> methods®
Age
15-19 27.6 0.3 27.8 14.0 0.4 14.4 41.6 0.6 42.2 477 341 33.8
20-24 26.0 15 27.5 17.5 1.1 18.6 435 2.6 46.1 1,365 40.3 39.5
25-29 22.2 3.9 26.1 24.0 2.8 26.8 46.2 6.7 53.0 2,097 50.7 49.7
30-34 19.4 5.7 25.1 17.1 7.2 24.3 36.5 12.9 49.4 1,637 49.2 49.1
35-39 15.0 1.1 26.0 12.6 11.7 24.4 27.6 22.8 50.4 1,960 48.3 47.8
40-44 8.2 15.9 24.1 59 12.4 18.3 14.2 28.2 42.4 1,129 43.2 42.3
45-49 3.3 12.2 15.5 1.6 7.6 9.2 5.0 19.7 24.7 1,050 37.3 35.9
Residence
Urban 18.3 7.3 25.6 18.3 7.6 26.0 36.6 14.9 51.5 3,579 50.4 50.0
Rural 16.9 7.5 24.4 12.5 6.0 18.5 29.3 135 42.9 6,136 43.1 423
Province
Eastern 13.3 8.8 22.0 155 8.3 23.8 28.8 17.0 45.8 2,007 51.9 51.2
Northern 18.1 5.7 23.8 14.9 3.2 18.1 32.9 8.9 41.8 2,173 43.2 42.0
North West 21.2 6.1 27.3 11.5 4.5 16.0 32.7 10.6 43.3 1,760 36.9 36.7
Southern 15.6 8.6 241 13.7 9.9 23.7 29.3 185 47.8 1,895 49.5 48.7
Western Area 19.3 8.1 27.4 17.3 7.4 24.7 36.6 15.5 52.1 1,880 47.4 46.9
District
Kailahun 11.7 7.3 19.0 255 6.7 32.2 37.2 14.0 51.2 478 62.8 61.6
Kenema 12.4 8.5 20.9 11.8 7.5 19.2 241 15.9 40.1 932 47.9 47.5
Kono 15.9 10.3 26.2 13.3 10.8 24.1 29.2 21.1 50.4 597 47.9 47.4
Bombali 16.0 3.0 19.0 20.3 4.2 245 36.3 7.2 43.5 728 56.2 53.1
Falaba 11.7 125 24.2 3.7 3.4 7.1 15.4 15.9 31.3 291 22.8 22.8
Koinadugu 13.6 4.9 18.4 10.6 25 13.1 24.2 7.4 31.6 318 41.6 40.7
Tonkolili 23.8 6.0 29.8 15.7 24 18.2 39.5 8.5 47.9 836 37.9 37.9
Kambia 23.4 4.8 28.2 10.8 4.0 14.8 34.2 8.8 43.0 626 34.4 34.0
Karene 19.2 7.0 26.2 11.6 7.1 18.7 30.8 14.2 45.0 335 41.7 41.7
Port Loko 20.4 6.7 27.1 11.9 3.9 15.8 32.3 10.6 42.9 799 36.9 36.7
Bo 17.5 9.6 27.1 15.4 11.7 27.1 33.0 21.2 54.2 724 50.0 49.4
Bonthe 20.3 10.0 30.3 12.3 8.2 20.4 32.5 18.2 50.7 337 40.3 40.3
Moyamba 10.1 7.2 17.3 16.0 9.5 255 26.1 16.7 42.8 503 59.5 57.8
Pujehun 14.7 7.1 21.8 8.2 8.4 16.7 23.0 15.5 38.5 331 43.3 42.7
Western Area Rural 17.6 9.0 26.6 14.9 10.1 25.0 325 19.1 51.6 745 48.4 47.6
Western Area Urban 20.5 7.4 27.9 18.8 5.7 24.5 39.3 13.1 52.5 1,135 46.8 46.5
Education
No education 15.7 8.7 245 10.1 6.9 17.0 25.8 15.7 41.5 5,957 41.0 40.3
Primary 19.5 7.1 26.6 17.3 7.3 24.6 36.7 14.5 51.2 1,298 48.1 47.9
Secondary 22.1 3.9 26.0 24.7 5.1 29.9 46.8 9.0 55.8 2,121 53.5 52.6
More than secondary 9.9 7.6 17.5 20.9 7.7 28.6 30.9 15.3 46.1 340 62.0 61.4
Wealth quintile
Lowest 16.5 7.3 23.7 10.7 54 16.2 27.2 12.7 39.9 2,080 40.5 39.7
Second 17.9 7.3 25.1 12.8 55 18.4 30.7 12.8 43.5 2,135 42.2 41.0
Middle 16.7 8.2 24.9 13.6 7.3 20.9 30.3 15.6 45.8 1,979 45.6 45.4
Fourth 18.1 7.1 25.2 18.4 7.9 26.2 36.5 15.0 51.4 1,770 51.0 50.4
Highest 18.1 7.2 25.3 18.8 7.3 26.1 36.9 14.4 51.4 1,751 50.8 50.3
Total 17.4 7.4 24.8 14.6 6.6 21.2 32.0 14.0 46.1 9,715 46.1 45.4

Note: Numbers in this table correspond to the revised definition of unmet need described in Bradley et al. 2012.

1 Total demand is the sum of unmet need and met need.

2 Percentage of demand satisfied is met need divided by total demand.

3 Modern methods include female sterilisation, male sterilisation, pill, lUD, injectables, implants, male condom, female condom, emergency contraception, standard
days method (SDM), lactational amenorrhoea method (LAM), and other modern methods.
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Table 7.12.2 Need and demand for family planning for all women and for sexually active unmarried women

Percentage of all women and sexually active unmarried women age 15-49 with unmet need for family planning, percentage with met need for family planning, total
demand for family planning, and percentage of the demand for family planning that is satisfied, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percent-
age of
Met need for family planning Total demand for family demand
Unmet need for family planning (currently using) planning* Percent-  satisfied
age of by
Background For For For For For For Number demand modern
characteristic spacing  limiting Total spacing  limiting Total spacing  limiting Total of women satisfied? methods®
ALL WOMEN
Age
15-19 13.9 0.1 13.9 21.0 0.3 21.3 34.9 0.3 35.2 3,427 60.4 59.7
20-24 22.1 0.9 22.9 29.3 1.1 30.4 51.4 1.9 53.3 2,629 57.0 56.1
25-29 21.4 3.2 24.6 28.3 2.8 31.1 49.7 6.0 55.7 2,728 55.8 54.9
30-34 18.7 5.0 23.7 19.2 6.8 26.1 38.0 11.8 49.8 1,942 52.4 52.2
35-39 14.1 10.3 24.4 12.9 11.8 24.7 27.0 22.2 49.1 2,224 50.3 49.6
40-44 7.9 14.3 22.2 5.7 11.8 17.5 13.6 26.1 39.7 1,337 44.1 43.3
45-49 3.0 11.2 14.2 15 7.4 8.8 4.5 185 23.0 1,288 38.4 37.2
Residence
Urban 16.0 3.9 19.9 23.0 4.9 27.9 39.0 8.8 47.8 7,163 58.3 57.6
Rural 15.6 5.9 215 16.3 4.9 21.2 31.9 10.8 42.7 8,411 49.7 48.8
Province
Eastern 125 6.1 18.6 19.4 6.0 25.3 31.9 12.0 44.0 3,069 57.6 56.9
Northern 15.3 4.1 19.4 20.7 2.6 23.4 36.0 6.8 42.8 3,317 54.7 53.6
North West 19.3 4.5 23.8 17.0 35 20.5 36.3 8.0 44.3 2,508 46.4 45.8
Southern 14.8 5.9 20.8 18.6 75 26.1 33.4 13.5 46.9 2,900 55.7 55.0
Western Area 17.4 4.4 21.7 20.4 4.9 25.3 37.7 9.2 47.0 3,780 53.7 53.0
District
Kailahun 12.8 55 18.3 29.0 4.6 33.6 41.8 10.1 51.9 707 64.7 62.9
Kenema 125 5.9 18.4 15.6 5.4 21.0 28.1 11.3 39.4 1,437 53.3 53.0
Kono 12.4 6.8 19.2 17.9 7.9 25.8 30.4 14.6 45.0 925 57.3 57.0
Bombali 13.7 2.7 16.5 24.8 3.0 27.8 385 5.8 44.3 1,166 62.9 60.3
Falaba 10.5 8.0 18.6 10.6 25 13.2 21.2 10.6 317 466 41.5 41.5
Koinadugu 10.9 34 14.3 15.2 24 17.7 26.2 5.8 32.0 469 55.2 54.2
Tonkolili 20.2 4.3 24.5 22.8 24 25.2 43.0 6.7 49.7 1,215 50.7 50.7
Kambia 20.2 34 23.6 17.2 3.2 20.4 374 6.5 43.9 890 46.3 46.1
Karene 17.4 55 22.9 17.4 54 22.7 34.8 10.9 45.7 462 49.8 48.7
Port Loko 19.3 4.9 24.2 16.7 3.1 19.8 36.0 8.0 44.0 1,157 45.0 44.3
Bo 17.4 6.0 234 21.0 8.4 29.4 38.4 14.4 52.8 1,250 55.7 55.2
Bonthe 16.3 7.3 23.6 18.0 6.2 24.2 34.3 13.5 47.8 468 50.6 50.6
Moyamba 10.3 5.4 15.7 18.9 7.4 26.3 29.2 12.8 41.9 726 62.6 61.1
Pujehun 135 53 18.8 11.9 6.8 18.7 25.4 12.1 37.5 456 49.9 49.1
Western Area Rural 15.4 4.8 20.2 20.1 6.4 26.6 35.6 11.2 46.8 1,407 56.8 55.7
Western Area Urban 18.5 4.1 22.6 20.5 3.9 24.5 39.0 8.1 47.1 2,373 51.9 51.4
Education
No education 14.9 7.8 22.7 10.9 6.6 175 25.8 14.4 40.2 7,081 43.5 42.8
Primary 16.7 5.2 21.9 17.4 5.3 22.7 34.1 10.5 44.5 2,103 50.9 50.6
Secondary 16.8 15 18.3 29.8 25 32.3 46.5 4.0 50.5 5,724 63.9 63.0
More than secondary 13.7 4.3 18.1 26.8 5.6 324 40.5 9.9 50.4 666 64.2 62.5
Wealth quintile
Lowest 15.2 5.8 21.0 14.0 4.6 18.6 29.2 10.4 39.6 2,738 47.0 46.2
Second 16.3 5.9 22.2 15.9 45 20.4 322 10.4 42.6 2,831 47.9 46.7
Middle 15.1 5.9 21.1 19.3 5.7 25.0 34.5 11.6 46.1 2,954 54.3 53.9
Fourth 15.6 3.9 19.5 24.6 5.2 29.8 40.1 9.2 49.3 3,385 60.4 59.5
Highest 16.6 3.8 20.4 21.3 45 25.8 37.9 8.3 46.2 3,666 55.9 55.2
Total 15.8 5.0 20.8 19.4 4.9 24.3 35.2 9.9 45.0 15,574 53.9 53.1
SEXUALLY ACTIVE UNMARRIED WOMEN#
Age
15-19 35.6 0.1 35.6 58.4 0.5 58.9 94.0 0.6 94.6 729 62.3 61.6
20-24 32.3 0.1 324 57.7 0.5 58.2 90.0 0.6 90.6 580 64.3 63.7
25-29 32.1 13 33.4 49.9 22 52.1 82.0 3.5 85.5 348 60.9 60.3
30-34 30.7 1.8 325 36.4 5.2 41.6 67.1 7.1 74.1 140 56.2 55.4
35-39 19.8 9.6 29.3 243 13.2 37.5 44.1 22.8 66.8 99 56.1 52.2
40-44 (23.3) (19.6) (42.9) (6.6) (7.8) (14.3) (29.9) (27.3) (57.2) 50 (25.1) (25.1)
45-49 (10.6) (36.8) (47.4) (0.0) (17.5) (17.5) (10.6) (54.3) (64.9) 41 (27.0) (27.0)
Residence
Urban 35.2 1.3 36.4 51.0 2.3 53.3 86.2 3.6 89.8 1,233 59.4 58.6
Rural 26.9 3.6 30.5 50.8 2.3 53.1 77.8 5.9 83.6 754 63.5 63.0
Continued...
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Table 7.12.2—Continued

Percent-
age of
Met need for family planning Total demand for family demand
Unmet need for family planning (currently using) planning* Percent-  satisfied
age of by
Background For For For For For For Number demand modern
characteristic spacing limiting Total spacing limiting Total spacing limiting Total of women satisfied?> methods®
Province
Eastern 27.3 2.8 30.1 55.0 1.2 56.1 82.2 3.9 86.2 345 65.1 64.2
Northern 235 2.9 26.4 59.0 1.8 60.8 825 4.8 87.2 437 69.7 69.3
North West 36.7 0.9 37.6 49.5 11 50.6 86.2 2.0 88.2 236 57.4 56.2
Southern 27.8 2.0 29.8 52.6 4.0 56.6 80.3 6.0 86.4 343 65.5 65.5
Western Area 41.3 1.8 43.0 42.7 2.8 45.5 84.0 4.6 88.6 626 51.4 50.4
District
Kailahun 27.3 25 29.9 58.6 0.0 58.6 86.0 25 88.5 102 66.2 63.1
Kenema 34.6 4.2 38.8 45.1 0.9 46.0 79.7 5.1 84.8 146 54.2 54.2
Kono 16.4 0.9 17.2 65.8 2.8 68.6 82.2 3.7 85.9 98 79.9 79.9
Bombali 22.9 5.7 28.5 56.0 0.0 56.0 78.8 5.7 84.5 172 66.2 65.1
Falaba 25.6 2.3 27.9 59.4 0.0 59.4 85.0 2.3 87.3 52 68.1 68.1
Koinadugu 23.3 0.0 23.3 55.4 4.6 60.0 78.7 4.6 83.3 35 72.0 72.0
Tonkolili 235 11 24.5 62.5 3.6 66.1 86.0 4.6 90.6 178 72.9 72.9
Kambia 34.0 0.0 34.0 49.1 1.2 50.3 83.1 1.2 84.2 82 59.7 59.7
Karene (37.9) (1.1) (39.1) (50.4) (0.0) (50.4) (88.3) (1.1) (89.5) 34 (56.3) (56.3)
Port Loko 38.3 15 39.7 49.5 14 50.9 87.8 2.8 90.6 120 56.2 53.9
Bo 31.4 2.7 34.1 50.0 4.6 54.6 81.5 7.3 88.7 209 61.5 61.5
Bonthe 10.9 1.7 12.7 76.2 0.0 76.2 87.1 1.7 88.8 38 85.8 85.8
Moyamba 22.3 1.0 23.3 52.3 4.4 56.8 74.6 5.4 80.1 76 70.9 70.9
Pujehun (42.3) (0.0) (42.3) (34.9) (4.1) (39.0) (77.2) 4.1) (81.3) 20 (47.9) (47.9)
Western Area Rural 43.0 0.0 43.0 43.8 1.9 45.7 86.8 1.9 88.7 180 51.5 50.6
Western Area Urban 40.5 25 43.0 42.3 3.2 45.5 82.8 5.7 88.5 445 51.4 50.3
Education
No education 30.8 7.0 37.7 27.4 5.6 33.0 58.2 12.6 70.8 367 46.7 46.4
Primary 33.4 5.9 39.4 45.5 4.0 49.5 78.9 9.9 88.9 228 55.7 54.9
Secondary 32.1 0.0 32.1 59.5 1.0 60.5 91.6 11 92.7 1,231 65.3 64.6
More than secondary 32.7 1.9 34.6 46.6 24 49.0 79.3 4.3 83.6 162 58.6 57.4
Wealth quintile
Lowest 24.3 2.7 27.1 47.2 24 49.6 71.6 51 76.7 220 64.7 64.3
Second 25.9 4.6 30.4 49.7 1.8 51.4 75.5 6.3 81.8 238 62.8 62.3
Middle 27.5 25 30.0 57.4 21 59.5 84.9 4.6 89.5 336 66.5 66.2
Fourth 31.2 11 32.3 55.7 22 57.9 86.9 3.3 90.1 542 64.2 63.0
Highest 39.9 1.8 41.7 45.4 2.7 48.1 85.3 4.5 89.8 651 53.5 52.8
Total 32.0 21 34.2 50.9 23 53.3 83.0 45 87.4 1,987 60.9 60.2

Note: Numbers in this table correspond to the revised definition of unmet need described in Bradley et al. 2012. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49
unweighted cases.

1 Total demand is the sum of unmet need and met need.

2 Percentage of demand satisfied is met need divided by total demand.

3 Modern methods include female sterilisation, male sterilisation, pill, lUD, injectables, implants, male condom, female condom, emergency contraception, standard
days method (SDM), lactational amenorrhea method (LAM), and other modern methods.

4 Women who have had sexual intercourse within 30 days preceding the survey
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Table 7.13 Decision making about family planning

Among currently married women age 15-49 who are current users of family planning, percent distribution by who makes the decision to use family planning, and
among currently married women who are not currently using family planning, percent distribution by who makes the decision not to use family planning, according
to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Among currently married women who are Among currently married women who are
current users of family planning not currently using family planning
Other/ Other/
Wife and don’t Wife and don’t
Background Mainly  husband  Mainly know/ Number  Mainly husband Mainly know/ Number
characteristic wife jointly  husband missing Total of women  wife jointly  husband missing Total of women
Age
15-19 55.6 36.8 7.5 0.0 100.0 69 49.6 23.7 21.4 5.3 100.0 328
20-24 43.6 38.0 18.4 0.0 100.0 254 48.1 24.6 23.1 4.3 100.0 909
25-29 50.6 32.9 16.5 0.0 100.0 563 50.9 25.6 20.5 3.0 100.0 1,301
30-34 46.5 38.1 15.3 0.1 100.0 398 48.8 27.4 215 2.2 100.0 1,089
35-39 52.8 35.2 12.0 0.0 100.0 478 54.2 222 19.8 3.8 100.0 1,371
40-44 53.3 32.7 13.9 0.0 100.0 207 54.2 23.0 19.7 3.2 100.0 890
45-49 46.2 39.2 14.6 0.0 100.0 97 58.5 18.0 14.8 8.7 100.0 946
Number of living children
0 47.6 36.7 15.7 0.0 100.0 56 48.3 27.7 19.3 4.7 100.0 425
1-2 49.3 35.3 15.4 0.0 100.0 77 51.0 24.6 19.5 4.9 100.0 2,588
3-4 49.8 36.5 13.7 0.0 100.0 778 52.6 23.6 20.4 34 100.0 2,325
5+ 50.5 33.8 15.7 0.1 100.0 452 54.9 20.7 20.5 3.9 100.0 1,496
Residence
Urban 43.8 39.1 17.0 0.0 100.0 929 51.7 25.9 19.4 3.0 100.0 2,401
Rural 54.5 325 13.0 0.0 100.0 1,135 52.6 22.3 20.3 4.8 100.0 4,433
Province
Eastern 34.7 54.2 11.1 0.0 100.0 477 44.8 32.8 20.3 21 100.0 1,357
Northern 61.3 245 141 0.0 100.0 392 50.3 229 241 2.7 100.0 1,603
North West 54.6 25.5 19.8 0.1 100.0 282 55.6 12.1 20.3 12.0 100.0 1,303
Southern 58.5 31.4 10.0 0.0 100.0 448 63.4 211 13.4 21 100.0 1,265
Western Area 43.7 35.4 20.9 0.0 100.0 464 48.4 28.7 20.8 21 100.0 1,306
District
Kailahun 13.4 79.4 7.2 0.0 100.0 154 16.0 63.8 18.4 1.8 100.0 287
Kenema 40.3 47.2 12.5 0.0 100.0 179 455 28.8 25.5 0.2 100.0 664
Kono 50.7 35.8 135 0.0 100.0 144 63.9 17.4 13.1 55 100.0 407
Bombali 66.1 21.6 12.3 0.0 100.0 178 63.9 17.4 18.6 0.0 100.0 510
Falaba (49.4) (49.1) (1.6) (0.0) (100.0) 21 23.2 58.0 17.5 1.3 100.0 251
Koinadugu 63.4 26.2 10.4 0.0 100.0 42 49.7 15.0 30.3 5.0 100.0 250
Tonkolili 56.9 24.1 19.1 0.0 100.0 152 50.4 16.0 28.8 4.8 100.0 591
Kambia 61.2 11.0 27.9 0.0 100.0 93 57.1 11.0 22.1 9.8 100.0 469
Karene 46.9 27.6 24.9 0.6 100.0 63 54.2 10.8 34.3 0.7 100.0 237
Port Loko 53.6 35.1 11.3 0.0 100.0 126 54.9 13.5 135 18.1 100.0 597
Bo 56.4 37.6 6.1 0.0 100.0 196 71.3 21.8 6.5 0.5 100.0 460
Bonthe 75.7 15.6 8.8 0.0 100.0 69 86.1 45 8.4 11 100.0 238
Moyamba 54.6 27.8 17.6 0.0 100.0 128 52.8 13.7 28.7 4.8 100.0 322
Pujehun 54.0 37.9 8.1 0.0 100.0 55 40.5 45.7 11.4 24 100.0 245
Western Area Rural 48.8 26.2 25.1 0.0 100.0 186 54.9 14.7 27.4 3.0 100.0 506
Western Area Urban 40.3 41.5 18.2 0.0 100.0 278 44.3 37.6 16.5 1.6 100.0 800
Education
No education 50.3 35.0 14.6 0.0 100.0 1,014 52.4 22.3 20.6 4.7 100.0 4,478
Primary 49.9 34.8 15.3 0.0 100.0 320 54.9 215 20.4 3.2 100.0 847
Secondary 50.2 35.2 14.6 0.0 100.0 633 50.7 28.2 18.1 3.1 100.0 1,280
More than secondary 39.3 43.9 16.8 0.0 100.0 97 48.4 31.4 18.5 1.8 100.0 228
Wealth quintile
Lowest 51.9 34.9 13.0 0.1 100.0 336 53.6 21.2 21.7 35 100.0 1,528
Second 59.1 29.3 11.6 0.0 100.0 392 52.1 22.9 20.2 4.8 100.0 1,543
Middle 47.0 37.8 15.2 0.0 100.0 414 52.9 215 20.2 5.3 100.0 1,408
Fourth 49.1 33.2 17.6 0.0 100.0 464 56.5 20.4 18.5 45 100.0 1,174
Highest 43.0 41.2 15.8 0.0 100.0 457 45.8 33.2 18.8 2.2 100.0 1,182
Total 49.7 35.5 14.8 0.0 100.0 2,064 52.3 23.6 20.0 4.1 100.0 6,834

Note: Table excludes women who are currently pregnant. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases.
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Table 7.14 Future use of contraception

Percent distribution of currently married women age 15-49 who are not using a contraceptive method
by intention to use in the future, according to number of living children, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Number of living children?

Intention to use in the future 0 1 2 3 4+ Total
Intends to use 36.6 50.6 51.0 50.2 42.3 46.7
Unsure 6.5 4.1 4.8 4.1 4.0 4.4
Does not intend to use 56.9 45.4 44.2 457 53.7 49.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of women 425 1,365 1,572 1,414 2,874 7,651

1 Includes current pregnancy

Table 7.15.1 Exposure to family planning messages: Women

Percentage of women age 15-49 who heard or saw a family planning message on radio, on television, in a newspaper or magazine, or on a mobile

phone in the past few months, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Media sources

None of these

Background Newspaper/ four media Number of
characteristic Radio Television magazine Mobile phone sources women
Age
15-19 24.6 8.9 1.7 3.2 73.3 3,427
20-24 33.9 12.9 2.9 5.6 64.5 2,629
25-29 35.0 15.5 34 8.0 63.0 2,728
30-34 31.4 12.3 1.8 55 67.2 1,942
35-39 29.3 10.0 24 4.3 70.1 2,224
40-44 25.6 8.7 1.9 35 74.0 1,337
45-49 254 6.5 1.9 25 73.9 1,288
Residence
Urban 40.1 221 4.6 7.9 57.0 7,163
Rural 20.7 1.8 0.4 2.3 79.1 8,411
Province
Eastern 225 2.3 0.6 1.7 77.0 3,069
Northern 31.0 10.0 1.8 6.7 67.7 3,317
North West 20.4 11 0.5 0.8 79.2 2,508
Southern 16.7 2.6 0.5 1.7 82.7 2,900
Western Area 50.3 324 6.8 10.9 46.0 3,780
District
Kailahun 21.2 0.9 0.1 1.7 78.5 707
Kenema 19.2 2.0 0.8 0.9 80.5 1,437
Kono 28.7 3.7 0.7 3.2 70.6 925
Bombali 41.3 18.3 2.3 12.3 55.2 1,166
Falaba 2.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 98.0 466
Koinadugu 24.8 18 14 2.4 74.7 469
Tonkolili 34.6 9.2 2.2 5.7 65.4 1,215
Kambia 18.5 0.2 0.4 0.7 81.3 890
Karene 14.4 0.5 0.4 0.6 85.6 462
Port Loko 24.3 1.9 0.6 0.9 75.0 1,157
Bo 20.8 5.2 0.7 1.5 78.2 1,250
Bonthe 10.8 1.0 0.6 0.6 88.9 468
Moyamba 13.6 0.3 0.5 3.2 85.9 726
Pujehun 16.5 0.7 0.3 11 83.5 456
Western Area Rural 53.6 21.0 7.3 11.2 43.5 1,407
Western Area Urban 48.3 39.2 6.5 10.6 47.4 2,373
Education
No education 20.2 45 0.4 15 79.3 7,081
Primary 30.6 9.3 1.0 4.0 68.7 2,103
Secondary 37.3 16.2 35 7.1 60.2 5,724
More than secondary 60.7 43.1 17.0 24.1 33.9 666
Wealth quintile
Lowest 14.8 0.6 0.1 1.2 85.2 2,738
Second 20.9 1.2 0.2 1.6 78.9 2,831
Middle 22.5 2.4 0.5 2.0 77.3 2,954
Fourth 36.9 11.0 2.6 6.0 61.6 3,385
Highest 46.6 33.7 7.0 11.3 49.0 3,666
Total 15-49 29.6 111 2.3 4.9 68.9 15,574
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Table 7.15.2 Exposure to family planning messages: Men

Percentage of men age 15-49 who heard or saw a family planning message on radio, on television, in a newspaper or magazine, or on a mobile phone
in the past few months, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Media sources

None of these

Background Newspaper/ four media
characteristic Radio Television magazine Mobile phone sources Number of men
Age
15-19 32.8 6.0 2.6 3.9 64.4 1,541
20-24 54.3 10.0 6.7 13.7 41.9 937
25-29 60.9 17.8 6.6 18.2 35.0 1,015
30-34 60.1 16.4 9.6 15.6 37.6 793
35-39 55.1 14.7 6.8 12.1 42.0 791
40-44 56.5 12.2 6.4 8.2 41.8 624
45-49 60.5 9.0 4.8 9.1 38.1 682
Residence
Urban 59.1 23.0 10.4 16.8 36.1 2,990
Rural 45.5 19 18 6.0 53.4 3,394
Province
Eastern 44.8 45 5.3 11.1 53.1 1,251
Northern 43.3 4.9 3.2 7.0 54.7 1,353
North West 59.8 4.4 2.7 8.5 39.2 982
Southern 52.2 53 2.9 8.1 46.9 1,192
Western Area 59.4 325 12.6 18.2 33.8 1,606
District
Kailahun 75.9 1.7 6.7 18.1 22.1 307
Kenema 36.6 4.6 4.9 8.8 61.0 557
Kono 32.0 6.5 4.7 8.8 66.3 387
Bombali 41.6 9.6 4.3 6.1 57.3 472
Falaba 25.2 2.0 6.7 4.4 71.0 148
Koinadugu 53.6 4.2 29 6.1 45.6 196
Tonkolili 46.0 18 14 9.0 51.4 538
Kambia 66.2 2.7 25 11.4 32.8 345
Karene 40.8 0.4 0.0 5.8 58.7 192
Port Loko 63.1 7.5 4.0 7.4 35.8 445
Bo 60.4 10.2 35 11.0 38.9 525
Bonthe 38.5 0.7 2.0 5.9 60.7 199
Moyamba 57.7 2.3 3.1 6.6 41.0 290
Pujehun 34.3 11 19 4.6 64.4 178
Western Area Rural 47.9 14.7 8.8 14.0 46.1 542
Western Area Urban 65.3 41.6 145 20.3 27.6 1,064
Education
No education 40.6 25 0.4 2.8 58.4 1,865
Primary 43.3 5.0 0.4 3.6 55.0 876
Secondary 55.8 14.0 6.0 14.3 40.2 3,120
More than secondary 82.9 42.5 33.7 33.6 12.8 523
Wealth quintile
Lowest 36.8 0.8 0.9 2.7 62.6 1,104
Second 45.5 1.6 12 6.8 53.3 1,123
Middle 51.1 2.6 2.7 8.3 47.3 1,145
Fourth 53.5 6.6 5.3 12.9 43.7 1,422
Highest 65.8 37.8 15.2 20.2 27.6 1,590
Total 15-49 51.9 11.8 5.8 11.1 45.3 6,384
50-59 56.0 9.5 7.2 8.3 41.6 813
Total 15-59 52.3 115 6.0 10.8 44.9 7,197

124 « Family Planning



Table 7.16 Exposure to specific family planning messages

Percentage of women age 15-49 who heard or saw a family planning message in the past few months, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone

DHS 2019
Women
Unspaced
children makes
the going
As for me and tough. For the
my partner, we  love of your Well-spaced It's not too late
“dey kampe”  family, go for children are to prevent Why is your
Background with female child spacing every parent’s unwanted wife looking so Number of
characteristic condom today joy pregnancy good? Other women
Age
15-19 6.6 10.7 13.2 15.2 13 0.9 3,427
20-24 7.2 13.7 19.5 21.6 1.7 1.2 2,629
25-29 7.9 14.6 21.9 18.9 21 1.2 2,728
30-34 7.6 14.4 19.3 18.6 1.9 0.7 1,942
35-39 6.5 12.0 18.3 16.5 2.3 13 2,224
40-44 4.3 12.0 15.8 13.9 25 1.0 1,337
45-49 5.6 11.2 15.6 13.3 24 11 1,288
Residence
Urban 7.8 155 252 23.6 2.8 1.2 7,163
Rural 5.9 10.3 11.3 11.9 11 0.9 8,411
Province
Eastern 4.3 6.8 11.4 15.3 17 1.2 3,069
Northern 13.9 21.2 21.0 17.2 1.2 1.0 3,317
North West 4.8 6.6 9.1 13.0 21 0.8 2,508
Southern 2.9 4.4 7.3 10.0 1.6 0.7 2,900
Western Area 6.8 20.4 33.6 27.3 2.8 14 3,780
District
Kailahun 0.6 4.1 55 14.3 0.5 5.2 707
Kenema 24 5.9 12.3 12.9 0.8 0.1 1,437
Kono 10.0 10.2 14.4 19.8 4.0 0.0 925
Bombali 215 28.4 33.3 30.1 16 0.9 1,166
Falaba 0.0 0.5 15 0.9 0.1 0.0 466
Koinadugu 0.9 8.9 9.7 13.4 3.9 34 469
Tonkolili 17.1 27.1 211 12.5 0.3 0.5 1,215
Kambia 55 5.6 6.2 7.9 0.3 0.2 890
Karene 3.6 1.2 2.6 3.1 33 2.7 462
Port Loko 4.7 9.5 14.0 20.8 2.9 0.6 1,157
Bo 5.6 52 5.8 13.4 3.0 1.2 1,250
Bonthe 1.2 2.1 34 5.8 0.2 0.8 468
Moyamba 0.2 52 10.9 6.2 0.7 0.1 726
Pujehun 1.3 3.0 9.6 11.1 0.5 0.1 456
Western Area Rural 9.3 25.1 33.1 27.5 3.7 0.9 1,407
Western Area Urban 5.3 17.7 33.8 27.2 2.3 1.7 2,373
Education
No education 4.8 8.4 11.4 10.2 13 0.8 7,081
Primary 7.0 12.8 16.8 17.2 2.0 1.4 2,103
Secondary 8.3 16.6 22.6 23.7 2.2 1.1 5,724
More than secondary 14.3 24.4 44.8 37.3 5.8 2.2 666
Wealth quintile
Lowest 4.8 7.9 7.9 7.4 0.4 0.5 2,738
Second 4.8 10.0 11.7 12.6 11 1.2 2,831
Middle 5.2 10.0 11.4 12.3 1.7 0.9 2,954
Fourth 7.5 15.4 21.3 22.3 2.6 1.0 3,385
Highest 10.3 17.9 31.4 27.6 3.2 15 3,666
Total 15-49 6.8 12.7 17.7 17.3 1.9 1.0 15,574
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Table 7.17 Contact of nonusers with family planning providers

Among women age 15-49 who are not using contraception, percentage who during the past 12 months were visited by a fieldworker who
discussed family planning, percentage who visited a health facility and discussed family planning, percentage who visited a health facility but
did not discuss family planning, and percentage who did not discuss family planning either with a fieldworker or at a health facility, according
to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage of women who visited a Percentage of
Percentage of health facility in the past 12 months women who did
women who were and who: not discuss family
visited by a planning either
fieldworker who with a fieldworker
Background discussed family  Discussed family ~ Did not discuss or at a health
characteristic planning planning family planning facility Number of women
Age
15-19 13.9 21.0 10.4 73.1 2,698
20-24 20.9 45.3 16.8 49.3 1,830
25-29 20.6 49.9 16.7 45.6 1,880
30-34 19.7 47.7 18.4 47.6 1,436
35-39 20.3 41.6 15.7 52.0 1,674
40-44 16.5 31.8 13.3 62.8 1,103
45-49 16.5 21.2 16.1 70.0 1,174
Residence
Urban 17.9 32.0 14.8 61.7 5,168
Rural 18.4 40.1 15.1 54.5 6,626
Province
Eastern 18.5 38.4 195 55.7 2,291
Northern 22.0 42.1 11.7 52.0 2,542
North West 12.1 37.2 16.6 56.8 1,993
Southern 17.3 34.8 15.6 61.3 2,143
Western Area 19.5 311 12.5 62.1 2,825
District
Kailahun 49.9 59.7 9.1 29.9 470
Kenema 13.7 38.2 19.6 55.7 1,135
Kono 4.8 24.2 26.6 73.5 686
Bombali 14.9 41.9 7.0 54.2 842
Falaba 21.1 41.1 121 53.5 405
Koinadugu 16.3 30.0 31.0 61.6 387
Tonkolili 31.4 47.8 7.6 45.4 909
Kambia 10.1 31.9 11.7 60.8 709
Karene 18.8 35.2 16.0 59.0 357
Port Loko 11.0 42.1 20.6 53.0 928
Bo 13.7 21.6 20.6 73.0 882
Bonthe 40.0 43.2 5.6 55.2 355
Moyamba 16.7 57.7 10.4 37.8 536
Pujehun 4.8 24.8 20.6 73.3 370
Western Area Rural 18.0 29.2 12.6 64.9 1,033
Western Area Urban 20.3 321 12.5 60.5 1,792
Education
No education 17.1 37.6 15.7 57.1 5,842
Primary 19.9 39.8 14.4 54.5 1,626
Secondary 18.8 33.4 13.6 60.1 3,876
More than secondary 20.8 39.6 18.5 55.5 450
Wealth quintile
Lowest 18.0 42.5 14.9 52.9 2,229
Second 18.6 40.0 15.3 54.9 2,254
Middle 19.8 37.6 15.5 54.9 2,215
Fourth 19.4 35.2 13.9 59.1 2,377
Highest 15.4 29.2 15.2 64.9 2,720
Total 18.2 36.6 15.0 57.7 11,794
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INFANT AND CHILD MORTALITY

Key Findings

= Current levels: The infant mortality rate was 75 deaths
per 1,000 live births for the 5 years preceding the survey,
while the under-5 mortality rate was 122 deaths per 1,000
live births. This implies that 1 in 8 children die before their
5th birthday.

= Trends: The under-5 mortality rate decreased from 156
deaths per 1,000 live births in 2013 to 122 deaths per
1,000 live births in 2019. Similarly, infant mortality
decreased from 92 to 75 deaths per 1,000 live births and
neonatal mortality declined from 39 to 31 deaths per
1,000 live births.

= High-risk fertility behaviour: 77% of currently married
women have the potential for a high-risk birth, with 30%
falling into a single high-risk category and 47% falling into
a multiple high-risk category. In the 5 years preceding the
survey, 52% of infants were at elevated odds of dying
from avoidable risks: 34% were in a single high-risk
category, and 18% were in a multiple high-risk category.
Only 31% of births were not in any high-risk category,
while 17% were in the unavoidable risk category.

|

reduce this risk, such as promoting birth spacing.

nformation on infant and child mortality is relevant to a demographic assessment of a country’s
population and is an important indicator of the country’s socioeconomic development and quality of
life. It can also help identify children who may be at higher risk of death and lead to strategies to

This chapter presents information on levels, trends, and differentials in perinatal, neonatal, infant, and
under-5 mortality rates. It also examines biodemographic factors and fertility behaviours that increase
mortality risks for infants and children. The information was collected as part of a retrospective birth

history in which female respondents listed all of the children to whom they had given birth, along with
each child’s date of birth, survivorship status, and current age or age at death.

The quality of mortality estimates calculated from birth histories depends on the mother’s ability to recall
all of the children she has given birth to, as well as their birth dates and ages at death. Potential data quality

problems include:

The selective omission from birth histories of those births that did not survive, which can result in
underestimation of childhood mortality.

The displacement of birth dates, which may distort mortality trends. This can occur if an interviewer
knowingly records a birth as occurring in a different year than the one in which it occurred. This may
happen if an interviewer is trying to cut down on his or her overall workload, because live births
occurring during the 5 years before the interview are the subject of a lengthy set of additional
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= The quality of reporting of age at death. Misreporting the child’s age at death may distort the age
pattern of mortality, especially if the net effect of the age misreporting is to transfer deaths from one
age bracket to another.

= Any method of measuring childhood mortality that relies on mothers’ reports (e.g., birth histories)
assumes that female adult mortality is not high or, if it is high, that there is little or no correlation
between the mortality risks of mothers and those of their children.

Selected indicators of the quality of the mortality data on which the estimates of mortality in this chapter
are based are presented in Appendix C, Tables C.3-C.6.

8.1 INFANT AND CHILD MORTALITY

Neonatal mortality: The probability of dying within the first month of life.

Postneonatal mortality: The probability of dying between the first month of
life and the first birthday (computed as the difference between infant and
neonatal mortality).

Infant mortality: The probability of dying between birth and the first birthday.
Child mortality: The probability of dying between the first and the fifth

birthday.

Under-5 mortality: The probability of dying between birth and the fifth

birthday.
The 2019 SLDHS results (Table 8.1) show that Figure 8.1 Trends in early childhood
neonatal mortality was 31 deaths per 1,000 live mortality rates
births, postngonatal m.ortallty was 45 deaths per Deaths per 1,000 live births in the 5-year
1,000 live births, and infant mortality was 75 deaths period before the survey

per 1,000 live births in the 5-year period preceding
the survey. The child mortality rate was 50 deaths

per 1,000 live births, while under-5 mortality was . 156 —~nder-5 mortality

122 deaths per 1,000 live births. This implies that 1 140 T~

in 8 children in Sierra Leone die before their 5th 122

birthday. = —=- Infant mortality
89 92 ———a

Trends: Under-5 mortality increased from 140 75

deaths per 1,000 live births in 2008 to 156 deaths per

1,000 live births in 2013 before decreasing to 122 36 39 31

deaths per 1,000 live births in 2019. Similar patterns

were observed for infant mortality (89 deaths per 2008 SLDHS 2013 SLDHS 2019 SLDHS

1,000 live births in 2008, 92 deaths per 1,000 live

births in 2013, and 75 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2019) and neonatal mortality (36 deaths per 1,000 live
births in 2008, 39 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2013, and 31 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2019) (Figure
8.1).

Patterns by background characteristics

= The under-5 mortality rate is highest in the North West province (155 deaths per 1,000 live births) and
lowest in the Northern province (99 deaths per 1,000 live births) (Table 8.3).
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= By district, under-5 mortality is highest Figure 8.2 Under-5 mortality by district

ir? Port Loko (186 Qeaths per 1,000 live Deaths per 1,000 live births for the 10-year period before
births) and lowest in Bonthe (74 deaths the survey

per 1,000 live births) (Figure 8.2).

8.2 BIODEMOGRAPHIC RISK

FACTORS Western
Area
Urban .
The demographic characteristics of both 92 Kon:gugu

mothers and children have been found to
play an important role in the survival of
children. Tables 8.2 and 8.3 present
childhood mortality rates by demographic
characteristics (sex of the child, residence,
mother’s age at birth, birth order, previous
birth interval, and infant’s size at birth).

Tonkolili
105

Pujehun
109

Western
Area
Rural

142
= Boys are more likely than girls to die in ) 74- ﬂjﬁ” :
childhood. The difference is particularly ) 101-130

Patterns by background characteristics

pronounced for the under-5 mortality M 131-161

rate (134 male deaths per 1,000 live @ 162-186

births versus 110 female deaths per

1,000 live births) and the infant mortality rate Figure 8.3 Under-5 mortality by wealth
(85 male deaths per 1,000 live births versus 66 quintile

female deaths per 1,000 live births) (Table 8.2). Deaths per 1,000 live births for the

) o . 10-year period before the survey
= The under-5 mortality rate is higher in rural

areas than in urban areas (130 and 108 deaths

145
126 123 125
per 1,000 live births, respectively).
89

=  For the 10-year period preceding the survey,

under-5 mortality was highest among children

of mothers who were less than age 20 at the

time of the birth (136 deaths per 1,000 live

births) (Table 8.3).
Lowest Second Middle Fourth  Highest
= Under-5 mortality is highest among children of Poorest > Wealthiest
mothers who have given birth to seven or more
children (189 deaths per 1,000 live births).

= Under-5 mortality ranges from 145 deaths per 1,000 live births in the lowest wealth quintile to 89
deaths per 1,000 live births in the highest quintile.
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= The under-5 mortality rate is almost three times Figure 8.4 Childhood mortality by
higher among children with birth intervals of previous birth interval
Ie_ss than 2 years (205 _deaths per 1,_000_Iive Deaths per 1,000 live births for the
blrthS) than among children with birth intervals 10-year period before the survey
of 4 or more years (71 deaths per 1,000 live
births) (Table 8.3 and Figure 8.4).

Previous birth interval:
m<?2years ®2years ®3years 4+ years

205

Infant mortality Under-5 mortality
8.3 PERINATAL MORTALITY

Perinatal mortality rate

Perinatal deaths comprise stillbirths (pregnancy losses occurring after 7
months of gestation) and early neonatal deaths (deaths of live births within the
first 7 days of life). The perinatal mortality rate is calculated as the number of
perinatal deaths per 1,000 pregnancies of 7 or more months’ duration.

Sample: Number of pregnancies of 7 or more months’ duration to women age
15-49 in the 5 years before the survey

The causes of stillbirths and early neonatal deaths are closely linked, and it can be difficult to determine
whether a death is attributable to one cause or the other. The perinatal mortality rate encompasses both
stillbirths and early neonatal deaths and offers a better measure of the level of mortality and quality of
antenatal care (ANC) services at delivery. During the 5 years before the survey, the perinatal mortality rate
was 34 deaths per 1,000 pregnancies (Table 8.4).

Patterns by background characteristics

= Perinatal mortality is highest among children whose mothers were age 40-49 at the time of the birth
(59 deaths per 1,000 pregnancies) and lowest among children whose mothers were age 20-29 and 30-
39 (32 deaths each per 1,000 pregnancies) (Table 8.4).

= The perinatal mortality rate is relatively high for first pregnancies (47 deaths per 1,000 pregnancies)
and among women with a pregnancy interval of less than 15 months (54 deaths per 1,000
pregnancies).

= The perinatal mortality rate is higher in urban than in rural areas (39 versus 31 deaths per 1,000
pregnancies).

=  Perinatal mortality is highest in the North West province (43 deaths per 1,000 pregnancies) and lowest
in the Southern province (26 deaths per 1,000 pregnancies).

= At the district level, the perinatal mortality rate is highest in Karene (59 deaths per 1,000 pregnancies)
and lowest in Pujehun (14 deaths per 1,000 pregnancies).
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= The perinatal mortality rate is highest for Figure 8.5 Perinatal mortality by
mothers with more than a secondary education mother’s education
(54 deaths per 1,000 pregnancies) (Figure 8.5). Perinatal mortality rate in the 5-year
period before the survey
8.4  HIGH-RISK FERTILITY BEHAVIOUR

Findings from scientific studies have confirmed a

strong relationship between a child’s chance of

dying and specific fertility behaviours, meaning that

the survival of infants and children depends in part 34 34 33
on the demographic and biological characteristics of
their mothers. The probability of dying in infancy is
much greater among children born to mothers who
are too young (under age 18) or too old (over age No education Primary ~ Secondary More than
34), children born after a short birth interval (less secondary
than 24 months after the preceding birth), and children born to mothers of high parity (more than three
children). The risk is elevated when a child is born to a mother who has a combination of these risk
characteristics.

54

Table 8.5 shows the percent distribution of children born in the 5 years preceding the survey who fall into
different risk categories: not in any high-risk category, in an unavoidable risk category, in a single high-
risk category, or in a multiple high-risk category.

In the 5 years before the survey, over half of infants in Sierra Leone (52%) were at elevated odds of dying
from avoidable risks: 34% were in a single high-risk category, and 18% were in a multiple high-risk
category. Thirty-one percent of births were not in any high-risk category, while 17% were in the
unavoidable risk category.

In general, risk ratios are higher for children in a multiple high-risk category than for children in a single
high-risk category. Risk ratios are highest for births in which the mother was older than age 34, the birth
interval was less than 24 months, and the birth order was higher than three (4.82) and births in which the
birth interval was less than 24 months and the birth order was higher than three (3.19).

Overall, 77% of currently married women have the potential for a high-risk birth, with 30% falling into a
single high-risk category and 47% falling into a multiple high-risk category.

LiST OF TABLES

For more information on infant and child mortality, see the following tables:

= Table 8.1 Early childhood mortality rates

=  Table 8.2 Five-year early childhood mortality rates according to background
characteristics

= Table 8.3 Ten-year early childhood mortality rates according to additional characteristics

= Table 8.4 Perinatal mortality

= Table 8.5 High-risk fertility behaviour
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Table 8.1 Early childhood mortality rates

Neonatal, postneonatal, infant, child, and under-5 mortality rates for 5-year periods preceding the survey, Sierra Leone DHS

2019
Neonatal Postneonatal Under-5
mortality mortality Infant mortality ~ Child mortality mortality
Years preceding the survey (NN) (PNN)! (190) (4q1) (500)
0-4 31 45 75 50 122
5-9 29 51 79 51 127
10-14 38 57 95 58 147

! Computed as the difference between the infant and neonatal mortality rates

Table 8.2 Five-year early childhood mortality rates according to background characteristics

Neonatal, postneonatal, infant, child, and under-5 mortality rates for the 5-year period preceding the survey, according to
background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Neonatal Postneonatal Under-5
Background mortality mortality Infant mortality ~ Child mortality mortality
characteristic (NN) (PNN)* (1090) (aq1) (s90)
Child’s sex
Male 35 50 85 54 134
Female 26 40 66 47 110
Residence
Urban 34 33 67 43 108
Rural 29 51 80 54 130
Total 31 45 75 50 122

1 Computed as the difference between the infant and neonatal mortality rates

132 < Infant and Child Mortality



Table 8.3 Ten-year early childhood mortality rates according to additional characteristics

Neonatal, postneonatal, infant, child, and under-5 mortality rates for the 10-year period preceding the survey, according to
additional characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Neonatal Postneonatal Under-5
mortality mortality Infant mortality ~ Child mortality mortality
Characteristic (NN) (PNN)! (190) (aq1) (500)
Mother’s age at birth
<20 33 56 89 51 136
20-29 29 43 72 51 120
30-39 27 50 77 48 122
40-49 40 52 92 (58) (144)
Birth order
1 36 43 78 46 121
2-3 23 41 64 46 107
4-6 29 53 82 55 132
7+ 46 7 123 76 189
Previous birth interval?
<2 years 56 88 144 71 205
2 years 28 61 89 63 147
3 years 16 36 52 44 93
4+ years 17 22 39 33 71
Birth size?®
Small/very small 49 58 107 na na
Average or larger 25 39 64 na na
Don’t know/missing (108) * * na na
Province
Eastern 32 53 85 51 132
Northern 22 32 54 48 99
North West 36 65 101 60 155
Southern 25 55 80 46 122
Western Area 35 32 67 50 114
District
Kailahun 22 26 48 49 95
Kenema 27 74 101 64 159
Kono 48 41 88 33 118
Bombali 12 29 41 56 95
Falaba 27 24 51 34 84
Koinadugu 31 29 60 53 110
Tonkolili 24 39 63 45 105
Kambia 33 67 100 48 143
Karene 41 22 62 43 103
Port Loko 36 82 118 76 186
Bo 32 67 98 45 139
Bonthe 9 26 36 39 74
Moyamba 27 61 88 51 135
Pujehun 20 49 68 44 109
Western Area Rural 31 47 78 69 142
Western Area Urban 37 21 59 35 92
Mother’s education
No education 29 50 79 52 127
Primary 28 57 85 60 140
Secondary 31 37 68 45 110
More than secondary (50) (31) (81) (12) 92)
Wealth quintile
Lowest 30 61 91 59 145
Second 31 48 78 52 126
Middle 26 51 77 50 123
Fourth 29 44 73 56 125
Highest 33 27 60 31 89

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer

than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed.

na = Not available

1 Computed as the difference between the infant and neonatal mortality rates
2 Excludes first-order births

3 Rates for the 5-year period before the survey
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Table 8.4 Perinatal mortality

Number of stillbirths and early neonatal deaths, and the perinatal mortality rate for the 5-year period preceding the survey,
according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Number of
Background Number of Number of early Perinatal mortality ~ pregnancies of 7+
characteristic stillbirths® neonatal deaths? rate® months’ duration
Mother’s age at birth
<20 15 47 38 1,648
20-29 42 114 32 4,936
30-39 34 57 32 2,806
40-49 7 18 59 425
Previous pregnancy interval in
months#
First pregnancy 31 76 47 2,299
<15 5 42 54 878
15-26 18 48 37 1,766
27-38 13 27 25 1,611
39+ 31 43 23 3,261
Residence
Urban 45 90 39 3,450
Rural 54 147 31 6,366
Province
Eastern 18 55 35 2,088
Northern 20 41 32 1,924
North West 17 64 43 1,903
Southern 20 34 26 2,103
Western Area 23 42 36 1,797
District
Kailahun 5 7 26 459
Kenema 8 23 29 1,032
Kono 6 25 51 597
Bombali 6 9 23 641
Falaba 0 8 32 240
Koinadugu 7 5 41 299
Tonkolili 7 19 35 745
Kambia 5 18 36 641
Karene 4 18 59 372
Port Loko 8 28 40 890
Bo 10 17 33 797
Bonthe 11 2 33 391
Moyamba 0 10 17 555
Pujehun 0 5 14 360
Western Area Rural 8 16 31 788
Western Area Urban 15 26 40 1,009
Mother’s education
No education 50 130 34 5,337
Primary 16 34 34 1,451
Secondary 26 65 33 2,760
More than secondary 6 8 54 267
Wealth quintile
Lowest 24 56 35 2,297
Second 17 49 30 2,188
Middle 9 54 32 2,001
Fourth 21 43 35 1,820
Highest 26 34 40 1,511
Total 98 237 34 9,816

1 Stillbirths are foetal deaths in pregnancies lasting 7 or more months.

2 Early neonatal deaths are deaths at age 0-6 days among live-born children.

¥ The sum of the number of stillbirths and early neonatal deaths divided by the number of pregnancies of 7 or more months’
duration, expressed per 1,000

4 Category cutoffs correspond to birth intervals of <24 months, 24-35 months, 36-47 months, and 48+ months assuming a
pregnancy duration of 9 months.
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Table 8.5 High-risk fertility behaviour

Percent distribution of children born in the 5 years preceding the survey by category of
elevated risk of mortality and the risk ratio, and percent distribution of currently married
women by category of risk if they were to conceive a child at the time of the survey, Sierra

Leone DHS 2019

Births in the 5 years preceding
the survey

Percentage of

currently
Percentage of married
Risk category births Risk ratio women*
Not in any high-risk category 30.5 1.00 18.82
Unavoidable risk category
First-order births between age 18 and
age 34 17.4 1.30 4.4
In any avoidable high-risk category 52.1 1.58 76.8
Single high-risk category
Mother’s age <18 only 7.0 1.54 0.3
Mother’s age >34 only 2.0 1.49 6.0
Birth interval <24 months only 4.7 1.52 8.0
Birth order >3 only 20.6 1.19 15.4
Subtotal 34.3 1.32 29.7
Multiple high-risk category
Age <18 and birth interval <24
months? 0.5 1.71 0.2
Age >34 and birth interval <24 months 0.2 * 0.3
Age >34 and birth order >3 11.5 1.39 32.5
Age >34 and birth interval <24 months
and birth order >3 1.4 4.82 5.3
Birth interval <24 months and birth
order >3 4.3 3.19 8.8
Subtotal 17.8 2.08 47.1
Total 100.0 na 100.0
Subtotals by individual avoidable
high-risk category
Mother’s age <18 75 1.55 0.5
Mother’s age >34 15.0 1.69 44.1
Birth interval <24 months 11.0 2.56 22.7
Birth order >3 37.7 1.61 62.0
Number of births/women 9,771 na 9,715

Note: Risk ratio is the ratio of the proportion dead among births in a specific high-risk
category to the proportion dead among births not in any high-risk category. An asterisk
indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been

suppressed.
na = Not applicable

1 Women are assigned to risk categories according to the status they would have at the birth
of a child if they were to conceive at the time of the survey: current age less than 17 years
and 3 months or older than 34 years and 2 months, latest birth less than 15 months ago, or

latest birth being of order 3 or higher.

2 Includes the category age <18 and birth order >3

2 Includes sterilised women
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MATERNAL HEALTH CARE 9

Key Findings

= Antenatal care coverage: 98% of women age 15-49
who gave birth in the 5 years preceding the survey
received antenatal care (ANC) from a skilled provider
during the pregnancy for their most recent birth. Seventy-
nine percent had at least four ANC visits.

= Components of antenatal care: High percentages of
women who received antenatal care services had their
blood pressure measured (96%), a urine sample taken
(85%), and a blood sample taken (95%).

= Protection against neonatal tetanus: 85% of women
who gave birth in the 5 years preceding the survey had a
sufficient number of tetanus toxoid injections to ensure
that their most recent birth was protected against
neonatal tetanus.

= Delivery: 83% of live births in the 5 years preceding the
survey took place in a health facility. Eighty-seven
percent of births were assisted by a skilled provider. Four
percent of health facility births in the 5 years before the
survey were delivered via caesarean section.

= Postnatal Checks: 86% of mothers and 83% of
newborns had a postnatal check within the first 2 days
after birth

= Signal functions: 87% of newborns had at least two
signal functions performed during the first 2 days after
birth.

= Problems in accessing health care: 72% of women
report at least one serious problem in accessing health
care for themselves when they are sick. The most
commonly cited problem is getting money for treatment
(67%).
|

ealth care services during pregnancy and childbirth and after delivery are important for the

survival and well-being of both the mother and the infant. Ensuring access to a continuum of care

for women during the antenatal, intrapartum, and postpartum periods is critical for maternal and
newborn survival and is a priority of the Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MOHS). The 2019 SLDHS
obtained information on key indicators of maternal and newborn care. These findings will help
policymakers in the MOHS, its development partners, and other ministries, departments, and agencies in
assessing current policies and programmes as well as in decision making to improve maternal and newborn
health care services in the country.
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9.1 ANTENATAL CARE COVERAGE AND CONTENT

9.1.1 Skilled Providers

Antenatal care (ANC) from a skilled provider
Pregnancy care received from skilled providers, such as doctors and
nurses/midwives.

Sample: Women age 15-49 who had a live birth in the 5 years before the
survey

Access to quality ANC services during pregnancy can help prevent maternal deaths. ANC visits allow
providers to identify and manage infections as well as obstetric complications and to provide preventive
injections, medications, and supplements to women. During ANC visits, women receive education about
healthy behaviours during pregnancy, counselling on pregnancy danger signs, and information on family
planning. Ninety-eight percent of women age 15-49 received ANC from a skilled provider for their most
recent birth.

Ninety percent of women received Figure 9.1 Trends in antenatal care coverage
ANC from nurses/midwives, while
6% received care from doctors and
2% from auxiliary midwives

Percentage of women age 15-49 who had a live birth in
the 5 years before the survey (for the most recent birth)

* ¢ Received any ANC
Trends: The percentage of women 807,/7'6 79 from skilled ’
receiving ANC from a skilled P provider
provider increased from 87% in 56— Had 4t ANC visits
2008 to 97% in 2013. However, the - 45 a4
percentage remained relatively 30

stagnant in 2019 (98%).

2008 SLDHS 2013 SLDHS 2019 SLDHS

Patterns by background characteristics

= Use of ANC services from a skilled provider was universally high across all background
characteristics (Table 9.1).

= Women in the Western Area province (5%) were more likely than their counterparts in other provinces
to have received no ANC.

= Women in the Western Area Urban district (7%) were more likely than their counterparts in other
districts to have received no ANC.

= Women with a primary school education or no education (4% each) were less likely than women with
more than a secondary education (26%) to receive ANC services from a doctor.

= Similarly, women in the lowest and second wealth quintiles (2% each) were less likely to receive ANC
from a doctor than women in the highest wealth quintile (17%).

= Urban women were more than five times as likely to receive ANC from a doctor as rural women (12%
versus 2%).
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9.1.2 Number of ANC Visits and Timing of First Visit

Seventy-nine percent of women had at least four ANC visits for their most recent birth in the 5 years
preceding the survey (Table 9.2). Rural women (83%) were more likely than urban women (73%) to have
four or more ANC visits. Almost half of pregnant women (46%) had their first antenatal care visit in the
fourth or fifth month of pregnancy. Only 44% of women started ANC in the first trimester, and 7% did not
seek care until the sixth or seventh month of pregnancy. Rural women (45%) were more likely than urban
women (42%) to seek ANC services in the first trimester.

Trends: The percentage of women with four or more ANC visits increased from 76% to 79% between
2013 and 2019. Over the same period, the percentage of women who had an ANC visit in the first trimester
declined from 45% to 44% (Figure 9.1).

9.2 COMPONENTS OF ANC ViISITS

Ninety-six percent of women took iron tablets or Figure 9.2 Components of antenatal care
syrup during their most recent pregnancy, while only Among women who received ANC for their

84% took intestinal parasite drugs (Table 9.3). most recent birth, the percentage with
Among women who received ANC for their most selected services

recent birth, 96% had their blood pressure checked,
85% had a urine sample taken, and 95% had a blood  Blood pressure

. 96
sample taken (Figure 9.2). measured
Urine sample
taken 85
Blood sample o5

taken

9.3 PROTECTION AGAINST NEONATAL TETANUS

Protection against neonatal tetanus

The number of tetanus toxoid injections needed to protect a baby from
neonatal tetanus depends on the mother’s vaccinations. A birth is protected
against neonatal tetanus if the mother has received any of the following:

=  Two tetanus toxoid injections during the pregnancy

= Two or more injections, the last one within 3 years of the birth

= Three or more injections, the last one within 5 years of the birth

= Four or more injections, the last one within 10 years of the birth

=  Five or more injections at any time prior to the birth

Sample: Last live births in the 5 years before the survey to women age 15-49

Neonatal tetanus, a leading cause of death among neonates in developing countries, is often due to failure
to observe hygienic procedures during delivery. Eighty-five percent of women’s most recent live births
were protected against neonatal tetanus, while only 78% of women received two or more tetanus toxoid
injections to protect their last live birth against neonatal tetanus (Table 9.4).

Patterns by background characteristics

= The percentage of mothers whose last live birth was protected against neonatal tetanus ranges from
77% in the Northern province to 92% in the Southern province.
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= By district, the percentage of mothers whose last live birth was protected against neonatal tetanus
ranges from 58% in Falaba and Karene to 97% in Bonthe and Kenema.

=  The percentage of mothers whose last live birth was protected against neonatal tetanus increases with
increasing education, from 84% among those with no education to 90% among those with more than a
secondary education.

=  There are small differences by household wealth; 84% of women in the lowest wealth quintile had
their last live birth protected against neonatal tetanus, as compared with 86% of those in the highest
quintile.

9.4 DELIVERY SERVICES

9.4.1 Institutional Deliveries

Institutional deliveries
Deliveries that occur in a health facility.
Sample: All live births in the 5 years before the survey

To reduce maternal and newborn mortality, Figure 9.3 Trends in place of birth

deliveries should occur in facilities where providers Percentage of live births in the 5 years

can manage obstetric and newborn complications before the survey

that may arise during delivery. Eighty-three percent

of women in Sierra Leone delivered their last live 83

birth in a health facility (Table 9.5). Of these a Delivered at /’.

women, 81% delivered in a public facility and 2% in 79 home .,

a private facility. Sixteen percent of women A~ Delivered in health

delivered at home. e N B
25— 44~

Trends: The percentage of deliveries taking place at « N

health facilities has increased over time, from 25% ‘1'6

in 2008 to 54% in 2013 and 83% in 2019.
Accordingly, there has been a significant decrease in 2008 SLDHS 2013 SLDHS 2019 SLDHS
deliveries occurring at home, from 72% in 2008 to

16% in 2019 (Figure 9.3).

Patterns by background characteristics

=  The percentage of live births delivered at home increases with the mother’s age, from 14% of births to
women less than age 20 to 19% of births to those age 35-49 (Table 9.5).

= The higher the birth order, the less likely a woman will deliver at a health facility; 87% of first-order
births were delivered at a health facility, as compared with 80% of sixth- and higher-order births.

= The percentage of health facility births increases with the number of ANC visits, from 71% of births to
mothers with no ANC visits or one to three ANC visits to 86% of births to those with four or more
ANC visits.
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The percentage of births delivered in a health
facility increases with increasing mother’s
education, from 80% of births to women with no
education to 95% of births to those with more
than a secondary education (Figure 9.4)

Health facility births are more common in urban
areas (89%) than in rural areas (81%) (Table
9.5).

The percentage of births delivered in health
facilities ranges from 67% in the North West
province to 92% in the Eastern province (Table
9.5).

By district, the percentage of births
delivered in health facilities ranges
from 61% in Port Loko to 97% in

Kenema and Pujehun (Figure 9.5).

Figu
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Area
Urban
92%

Western
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82%
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) 71%
@ 80%
@ 89%

9.4.2 Skilled Assistance during Delivery

Skilled assistance during delivery

Figure 9.4 Health facility births by
mother’s education

Percentage of live births in the 5 years
before the survey that were delivered in a
health facility

84 89 >
80 I I l

More than
secondary

Sec-
ondary

No education Primary

re 9.5 Health facility births by district

age of live births in the 5 years before the survey
that were delivered in a health facility

Koinadugu
75%

- -
\’, ;
-70% o
-79%
- 88%

-97%

Births delivered with the assistance of doctors and nurses/midwives.
Sample: All live births in the 5 years before the survey

Assistance from a skilled birth attendant during delivery

is considered a key factor in reducing maternal

and neonatal mortality. In Sierra Leone, 87% of deliveries are assisted by a skilled provider (81% by

nurses/midwives, 4% by doctors, and 2% by auxiliary m

idwives) (Table 9.6). Among unskilled providers,

traditional birth attendants most frequently assist in deliveries (10%), followed by relatives and others
(3%) (Table 9.6 and Figure 9.6). Less than 1% of women do not receive any assistance during delivery.
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Trends: The proportion of births assisted by skilled
birth attendants has increased over the past decade,

from 42% in 2008 and 60% in 2013 to 87% in 2019.

Patterns by background characteristics

By residence, 94% of births in urban areas are
assisted by a skilled provider, as compared with
83% in rural areas.

The percentage of deliveries attended by a
skilled provider decreases with increasing birth
order; 91% of first-order births are delivered by
a skilled provider, compared with 84% of sixth-
or higher-order births (Table 9.6).

The percentage of births assisted by skilled
providers ranges from 70% in the North West
province to 95% in the Western Area province.

By district, the percentage of births assisted by
skilled providers ranges from 64% in Port Loko
to 98% in Kenema and Pujehun.

The proportion of births attended by skilled
providers increases with increasing mother’s
education, from 83% among births to mothers
with no education to 97% among births to
mothers with more than a secondary education.

Women in the highest wealth quintile are more
likely (96%) to be assisted by a skilled provider
during delivery than those in the lowest quintile
(82%) (Figure 9.7).

9.4.3 Delivery by Caesarean

Figure 9.6 Assistance during delivery

Percent distribution of births in the 5 years
before the survey

No one
<1%

Relative/

other
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birth
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Figure 9.7 Skilled assistance at delivery
by household wealth
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Access to caesarean sections (C-sections) can reduce maternal and neonatal mortality and complications of
labour. WHO advises that caesarean sections be done only when medically necessary and does not
recommend a target rate for countries to achieve at the population level. Research conducted by WHO has
shown that increases in countries’ caesarean section rates up to 10% are associated with declines in
maternal and neonatal mortality. However, increases in caesarean section rates beyond 10% are not
associated with reductions in maternal and newborn mortality rates (WHO 2015a). Among live births in
the 5 years preceding the survey, 4% were delivered via caesarean section. One percent of C-sections were
planned before the onset of labour, while 3% were decided on after the onset of labour.

Patterns by background characteristics

Caesarean section deliveries are most common (5%) among first-order births and decrease as birth

order increases (Table 9.7).

Caesarean section delivery rates are higher in urban areas (7%) than in rural areas (3%).

The caesarean section rate is lowest in the North West and Eastern provinces (2% each) and highest in

the Northern province (8%).
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= By district, the caesarean section rate is lowest in Bonthe, Port Loko, Kambia, Falaba, and Kailahun
(1% each) and highest in Tonkolili (17%).

=  The proportion of C-section deliveries increases with increasing education and household wealth.

Duration of Stay in Health Facility after Birth

Table 9.8 shows that among women who gave birth by C-section, 61% stayed at the health facility for 3 or
more days, as compared with only 20% of women who had a vaginal birth. Most women who gave birth
vaginally were discharged within 1-2 days (53%).

9.5 PosTNATAL CARE
9.5.1 Postnatal Health Check for Mothers

In Sierra Leone, 86% of mothers who gave birth in the 2 years preceding the survey reported seeing
someone for a check within the first 2 days after birth, with 77% reporting that they were checked within 4
hours after giving birth (Table 9.9). Most women (78%) receiving postnatal care reported seeing a doctor,
nurse, or midwife for their postnatal check (Table 9.10).

Patterns by background characteristics

= The higher the birth order, the less likely a Figure 9.8 Postnatal care by place of
woman will have a postnatal check during the delivery

first 2 days after birth (Table 9.9). Percentage of last births in the 2 years

before the survey for which women and

= Women who deliver in a health facility (90%) newborns received a postnatal check
are more likely to receive a postnatal health during the first 2 days after birth
check within 2 days of delivery than women m Health facility = Elsewhere = Total
who deliver elsewhere (64%) (Figure 9.8). 0 86 91

83

= Women in urban areas are more likely than
those in rural areas to receive a postnatal check
during the first 2 days after delivery (91% and
84%, respectively) (Table 9.9).

=  The proportion of women with a postnatal check
during the first 2 days after birth increases with Women Newborns
increasing education and household wealth.

9.5.2 Postnatal Health Check for Newborns

Proper care for newborns is essential to reduce neonatal problems and death. According to WHO, postnatal
care services for newborns should start immediately after birth because many neonatal deaths occur within
the first 48 hours of life (WHO 2015b).

Eighty-three percent of infants born in the 2 years before the survey received a postnatal check during the
first 2 days after birth; however, 14% did not receive a postnatal check (Table 9.11). The majority (79%)
of babies who received a postnatal check were seen by a doctor, nurse, or midwife (Table 9.12). Four
percent of postnatal checks were conducted by unskilled providers (such as auxiliary midwives,
community health workers, and traditional birth attendants). Seventeen percent of infants did not receive a
postnatal check during this crucial period. Eighty-seven percent of newborns had at least two signal
functions performed during the first 2 days after birth (Table 9.13).
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Patterns by background characteristics

9.6

Newborns delivered in a health facility were more likely to receive a postnatal health check within 2
days of birth than those delivered elsewhere (91% and 37%, respectively) (Figure 9.8).

Seventy-five percent of newborns in the North West province received postnatal care during the first 2
days after birth, as compared with 91% of newborns in the Western Area province (Table 9.11).

By district, the percentage of newborns receiving postnatal care within the first 2 days of birth is
lowest in Kono and Port Loko (68% each) and highest in Bo and Bonthe (95% each) (Table 9.11).

The percentage of newborns receiving postnatal care within the first 2 days of birth increases with
increasing mother’s education, from 80% among babies born to women with no education to 99%
among babies born to women with more than a secondary education.

Similarly, babies born to women in the lowest wealth quintile were much less likely (78%) to receive
postnatal care within 2 days of birth than babies born to women in the highest quintile (90%).

The percentage of newborns with at least two signal functions performed increases with increasing
mother’s education and household wealth and decreases with mother’s age at birth and birth order
(Table 9.13).

PROBLEMS IN ACCESSING HEALTH CARE

Problems in accessing health care

Women were asked whether each of the following factors is a big problem in
seeking medical advice or treatment for themselves when they are sick:

=  Getting permission to go to the doctor

=  Getting money for advice or treatment

= Distance to a health facility

= Not wanting to go alone

Sample: Women age 15-49

Seventy-two percent of women in Sierra Leone report at least one problem associated with accessing
health care for themselves. The least and most common problems women face in accessing health care are
not wanting to go alone (22%) and getting money for treatment (67%), respectively (Table 9.14).

Patterns by background characteristics

More women in rural areas (85%) than urban areas (56%) have problems in accessing health care
(Table 9.14).

Women with five or more children more often reported getting money for treatment (79%) and
distance to a health facility (54%) as problems than women with no children (60% and 38%,
respectively).

Women in the North West province were most likely to report having problems in accessing health
care, while those in the Western Area province were least likely to do so (84% versus 43%).

By district, the percentage of women who reported having at least one problem in accessing health
care was highest in Falaba (93%) and lowest in Western Area Urban (35%).

The proportion of women who reported at least one problem in accessing health care decreases with
increasing education and household wealth.
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Place of delivery

Assistance during delivery

Caesarean section

Duration of stay in health facility after birth

Timing of first postnatal check for the mother

Type of provider of first postnatal check for the mother
Timing of first postnatal check for the newborn

Type of provider of first postnatal check for the newborn
Content of postnatal care for newborns

Problems in accessing health care
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Table 9.1 Antenatal care

Percent distribution of women age 15-49 who had a live birth in the 5 years preceding the survey by antenatal care (ANC) provider during pregnancy for the
most recent birth and percentage receiving antenatal care from a skilled provider for the most recent birth, according to background characteristics, Sierra
Leone DHS 2019

Antenatal care provider

Percentage
receiving
antenatal
Community  Traditional care from a
Background Nurse/ Auxiliary health birth skilled Number of
characteristic Doctor midwife midwife worker attendant Other No ANC Total provider* women
Age at birth
<20 3.6 93.5 1.7 0.1 0.1 0.0 1.0 100.0 98.8 1,204
20-34 6.5 89.3 21 0.2 0.3 0.0 1.7 100.0 97.8 4,897
35-49 5.1 90.9 15 0.2 0.7 0.0 1.6 100.0 97.5 1,225
Birth order
1 6.9 89.0 2.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 1.8 100.0 98.0 1,741
2-3 6.7 89.2 1.9 0.2 0.4 0.0 1.6 100.0 97.8 2,730
4-5 4.7 91.3 2.2 0.2 0.3 0.0 1.4 100.0 98.2 1,703
6+ 3.4 93.1 15 0.2 0.5 0.0 1.3 100.0 98.0 1,152
Residence
Urban 11.8 83.9 1.3 0.0 0.1 0.0 2.9 100.0 97.0 2,795
Rural 21 94.2 2.3 0.3 0.4 0.0 0.7 100.0 98.5 4,531
Province
Eastern 33 94.4 1.7 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.2 100.0 99.5 1,542
Northern 13 96.8 0.1 0.6 0.5 0.0 0.6 100.0 98.3 1,433
North West 3.4 91.5 35 0.1 0.3 0.1 1.2 100.0 98.4 1,380
Southern 6.7 89.6 25 0.1 0.4 0.0 0.6 100.0 98.8 1,492
Western Area 13.9 79.1 1.7 0.0 0.1 0.0 5.1 100.0 94.7 1,479
District
Kailahun 0.2 97.8 1.4 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.2 100.0 99.4 354
Kenema 2.7 96.5 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 736
Kono 6.7 88.4 35 0.4 0.5 0.0 0.5 100.0 98.6 451
Bombali 0.9 98.1 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.3 100.0 99.0 483
Falaba 0.2 96.4 0.4 0.0 0.4 0.0 2.7 100.0 97.0 181
Koinadugu 1.2 97.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 1.2 100.0 98.6 218
Tonkolili 21 95.7 0.3 15 0.5 0.0 0.0 100.0 98.1 551
Kambia 6.7 83.0 8.9 0.2 0.6 0.0 0.7 100.0 98.6 485
Karene 4.0 92.5 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.2 100.0 96.8 270
Port Loko 0.5 97.6 0.8 0.0 0.3 0.2 0.6 100.0 98.9 625
Bo 11.3 87.5 0.2 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.2 100.0 99.0 573
Bonthe 17 97.0 0.4 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.4 100.0 99.1 266
Moyamba 0.5 89.8 8.7 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.6 100.0 99.0 402
Pujehun 11.4 86.3 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.0 1.9 100.0 97.7 251
Western Area
Rural 10.5 85.8 1.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 2.4 100.0 97.3 631
Western Area
Urban 16.5 74.2 22 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.1 100.0 92.9 847
Education
No education 3.7 91.6 23 0.3 0.5 0.0 1.6 100.0 97.6 3,857
Primary 4.4 92.4 1.4 0.2 0.1 0.0 15 100.0 98.3 1,033
Secondary 8.0 88.9 15 0.1 0.2 0.1 1.3 100.0 98.4 2,214
More than
secondary 26.2 70.7 0.7 0.0 0.4 0.0 2.0 100.0 97.6 221
Wealth quintile
Lowest 2.2 93.8 2.3 0.2 0.7 0.0 0.7 100.0 98.3 1,587
Second 2.2 93.7 2.6 0.4 0.3 0.0 0.8 100.0 98.5 1,551
Middle 2.4 94.4 2.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.6 100.0 99.0 1,487
Fourth 6.9 90.9 0.7 0.1 0.1 0.0 1.3 100.0 98.5 1,441
Highest 17.3 76.0 1.6 0.0 0.2 0.0 4.9 100.0 94.9 1,259
Total 5.8 90.3 1.9 0.2 0.3 0.0 15 100.0 97.9 7,326

Note: If more than one source of ANC was mentioned, only the provider with the highest qualifications is considered in this tabulation.
1 Skilled provider includes doctor, nurse/midwife, and auxiliary midwife.
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Table 9.2 Number of antenatal care visits and timing of first visit

Percent distribution of women age 15-49 who had a live birth in the 5
years preceding the survey by number of antenatal care (ANC) visits for
the most recent live birth and by the timing of the first visit, and among
women with ANC, median months pregnant at first visit, according to
residence, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Residence
Number of ANC visits and timing of first
visit Urban Rural Total
Number of ANC visits
None 2.9 0.7 15
1 0.8 0.8 0.8
2-3 5.3 7.9 6.9
4+ 725 82.6 78.8
Don't know/missing 18.5 8.0 12.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of months pregnant at time
of first ANC visit
No antenatal care 2.9 0.7 1.5
<4 41.7 45.2 43.9
4-5 45.0 45.8 45.5
6-7 7.3 6.8 6.9
8+ 2.3 1.3 1.7
Don't know/missing 0.9 0.2 0.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of women 2,795 4,531 7,326
Median months pregnant at first visit (for
those with ANC) 4.2 4.1 4.2
Number of women with ANC 2,714 4,500 7,213
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Table 9.3 Components of antenatal care

Among women age 15-49 with a live birth in the 5 years preceding the survey, percentage who took iron tablets or syrup and drugs for intestinal parasites during the
pregnancy of the most recent live birth, and among women receiving antenatal care (ANC) for the most recent live birth in the 5 years preceding the survey, percentage
receiving specific antenatal services, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Among women with a live birth in the past 5 years,
percentage who during the pregnancy of their most

recent live birth:

Among women who received antenatal care for their most recent birth
in the past 5 years, percentage with selected services

Number of
women with a

Number of
women with ANC

Background Took iron tablets  Took intestinal  live birth inthe  Blood pressure Urine sample Blood sample for their most
characteristic or syrup parasite drugs past 5 years measured taken taken recent birth
Age at birth
<20 95.7 79.9 1,204 95.9 85.8 94.8 1,192
20-34 96.5 84.1 4,897 96.5 84.8 95.1 4,817
35-49 94.3 84.8 1,225 96.4 83.1 94.1 1,205
Birth order
1 96.3 82.2 1,741 96.4 87.4 95.0 1,709
2-3 96.5 83.4 2,730 96.3 85.5 95.4 2,687
4-5 95.4 83.5 1,703 96.5 83.4 94.7 1,680
6+ 95.1 86.1 1,152 96.1 80.4 93.6 1,138
Residence
Urban 97.0 86.9 2,795 98.1 93.0 97.1 2,714
Rural 95.3 81.4 4,531 95.3 79.6 93.5 4,500
Province
Eastern 92.1 77.6 1,542 94.0 78.8 90.8 1,539
Northern 96.7 83.4 1,433 96.6 90.9 96.8 1,424
North West 96.6 79.4 1,380 97.4 86.8 95.7 1,364
Southern 97.5 87.7 1,492 95.4 72.0 93.5 1,483
Western Area 97.1 89.4 1,479 98.6 96.1 97.9 1,403
District
Kailahun 87.2 60.5 354 93.9 90.4 95.0 354
Kenema 96.4 77.6 736 94.6 83.8 92.8 736
Kono 89.0 91.1 451 93.2 61.6 84.3 449
Bombali 96.5 86.3 483 97.7 96.0 96.4 482
Falaba 95.1 81.9 181 93.0 93.9 95.9 176
Koinadugu 97.2 79.1 218 94.1 85.6 95.3 215
Tonkolili 97.3 83.1 551 97.8 87.4 98.0 551
Kambia 97.5 80.4 485 98.7 86.1 98.7 482
Karene 93.6 77.9 270 97.6 84.1 89.1 261
Port Loko 97.3 79.2 625 96.3 88.5 96.2 621
Bo 99.3 88.1 573 93.0 81.1 91.9 572
Bonthe 96.4 97.0 266 98.8 55.1 97.6 265
Moyamba 96.2 90.3 402 96.2 59.0 93.3 400
Pujehun 96.4 72.5 251 96.1 89.9 93.2 246
Western Area Rural 97.6 89.4 631 98.2 95.3 97.2 616
Western Area Urban 96.8 89.5 847 98.9 96.8 98.4 787
Education
No education 95.0 82.2 3,857 96.1 81.9 94.1 3,794
Primary 95.9 82.1 1,033 96.3 84.6 94.7 1,018
Secondary 97.4 85.8 2,214 96.6 88.7 95.9 2,185
More than secondary 99.3 90.6 221 98.0 93.5 98.3 217
Wealth quintile
Lowest 94.5 81.3 1,587 95.2 77.6 92.8 1,576
Second 95.3 81.3 1,551 95.0 81.2 93.5 1,539
Middle 95.6 80.7 1,487 95.4 80.9 94.7 1,479
Fourth 97.3 86.0 1,441 98.4 91.2 95.8 1,423
Highest 97.6 89.6 1,259 98.3 95.4 98.4 1,197
Total 96.0 83.5 7,326 96.3 84.7 94.9 7,213
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Table 9.4 Tetanus toxoid injections

Among mothers age 15-49 with a live birth in the 5 years preceding the survey, percentage
receiving two or more tetanus toxoid injections during the pregnancy for the most recent live birth
and percentage whose last live birth was protected against neonatal tetanus, according to
background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage
receiving two or Percentage
more injections whose most

during the recent live birth
pregnancy for was protected
Background the most recent against neonatal Number of
characteristic live birth tetanus* mothers
Age at birth
<20 75.8 82.7 1,204
20-34 79.0 86.0 4,897
35-49 76.9 84.1 1,225
Birth order
1 78.1 84.5 1,741
2-3 77.7 85.6 2,730
4-5 80.3 86.4 1,703
6+ 76.0 83.2 1,152
Residence
Urban 80.4 86.9 2,795
Rural 76.7 84.0 4,531
Province
Eastern 80.1 86.7 1,542
Northern 68.0 77.0 1,433
North West 74.8 83.7 1,380
Southern 89.4 91.8 1,492
Western Area 77.7 86.0 1,479
District
Kailahun 78.2 84.1 354
Kenema 91.1 96.9 736
Kono 63.7 72.3 451
Bombali 66.6 75.5 483
Falaba 51.8 58.3 181
Koinadugu 80.0 84.5 218
Tonkolili 69.8 81.5 551
Kambia 86.8 93.2 485
Karene 47.5 58.2 270
Port Loko 77.2 87.3 625
Bo 95.0 95.2 573
Bonthe 93.5 97.4 266
Moyamba 81.5 82.0 402
Pujehun 85.2 93.5 251
Western Area Rural 76.0 85.2 631
Western Area Urban 79.1 86.6 847
Education
No education 76.9 84.2 3,857
Primary 79.3 85.0 1,033
Secondary 79.4 86.3 2,214
More than secondary 82.5 90.1 221
Wealth quintile
Lowest 75.9 83.5 1,587
Second 76.8 84.2 1,551
Middle 79.2 85.4 1,487
Fourth 80.7 87.0 1,441
Highest 78.5 86.0 1,259
Total 78.2 85.1 7,326

1 Includes mothers with two injections during the pregnancy of their most recent live birth, or two
or more injections (the last within 3 years of the most recent live birth), or three or more injections
(the last within 5 years of the most recent live birth), or four or more injections (the last within 10
years of the most recent live birth), or five or more injections at any time prior to the most recent
birth
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Table 9.5 Place of delivery

Percent distribution of live births in the 5 years preceding the survey by place of delivery and percentage delivered in a health facility, according to background
characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Health facility Percentage
Background delivered in a
characteristic Public sector Private sector Home Other Total health facility =~ Number of births
Mother’s age at birth
<20 83.9 1.8 14.3 0.1 100.0 85.6 1,644
20-34 81.0 25 16.3 0.2 100.0 83.5 6,660
35-49 79.0 14 19.4 0.2 100.0 80.4 1,468
Birth order
1 83.9 3.1 12.9 0.0 100.0 87.1 2,350
2-3 81.7 24 15.7 0.1 100.0 84.1 3,735
4-5 78.7 1.7 19.4 0.2 100.0 80.4 2,240
6+ 79.0 1.2 195 0.3 100.0 80.2 1,446
Antenatal care visits?!
None 70.5 0.7 28.8 0.0 100.0 71.2 113
1-3 67.9 3.3 28.5 0.4 100.0 71.1 566
4+ 83.3 2.4 14.2 0.1 100.0 85.7 5,769
Don’t know/missing 83.8 39 11.9 0.3 100.0 87.8 878
Residence
Urban 84.1 4.8 111 0.0 100.0 88.9 3,422
Rural 79.6 0.9 19.3 0.2 100.0 80.5 6,350
Province
Eastern 91.1 1.2 7.6 0.1 100.0 92.3 2,077
Northern 82.7 1.7 155 0.1 100.0 84.4 1,918
North West 66.0 0.7 33.1 0.3 100.0 66.7 1,894
Southern 83.2 19 14.7 0.2 100.0 85.0 2,101
Western Area 81.8 6.1 12.1 0.0 100.0 87.9 1,781
District
Kailahun 93.6 2.2 4.2 0.0 100.0 95.8 455
Kenema 96.0 1.0 2.8 0.1 100.0 97.0 1,028
Kono 80.5 0.8 18.4 0.2 100.0 81.4 594
Bombali 83.2 2.3 14.4 0.1 100.0 85.5 639
Falaba 80.2 0.2 19.6 0.0 100.0 80.4 244
Koinadugu 72.6 2.2 25.3 0.0 100.0 74.7 294
Tonkolili 87.1 14 11.3 0.1 100.0 88.5 741
Kambia 70.5 0.2 29.3 0.0 100.0 70.7 638
Karene 74.0 0.7 24.6 0.8 100.0 74.6 370
Port Loko 59.5 1.0 39.3 0.2 100.0 60.5 886
Bo 85.4 35 10.9 0.2 100.0 88.9 797
Bonthe 92.0 2.7 4.8 0.5 100.0 94.7 384
Moyamba 65.2 0.0 34.5 0.3 100.0 65.2 558
Pujehun 96.6 0.2 3.2 0.0 100.0 96.8 363
Western Area Rural 78.4 3.8 17.8 0.0 100.0 82.2 783
Western Area Urban 84.4 8.0 7.7 0.0 100.0 92.3 998
Mother’s education
No education 78.6 1.0 20.2 0.2 100.0 79.6 5,321
Primary 82.3 2.0 155 0.2 100.0 84.3 1,441
Secondary 85.6 35 10.8 0.1 100.0 89.1 2,748
More than secondary 79.7 15.6 4.7 0.0 100.0 95.3 262
Wealth quintile
Lowest 77.8 0.8 20.9 0.5 100.0 78.6 2,283
Second 80.1 0.5 19.4 0.0 100.0 80.5 2,183
Middle 82.6 0.9 16.3 0.1 100.0 83.6 2,007
Fourth 83.6 25 13.9 0.0 100.0 86.1 1,808
Highest 83.0 8.5 8.5 0.0 100.0 91.5 1,491
Total 81.2 2.2 16.4 0.1 100.0 83.4 9,771

L Includes only the most recent birth in the 5 years preceding the survey
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Table 9.6 Assistance during delivery

Percent distribution of live births in the 5 years preceding the survey by person providing assistance during delivery, percentage of births assisted by a skilled
provider, and percentage with skin-to-skin contact immediately after birth, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Person providing assistance during delivery Percentage
Percentage with skin-to-
Traditional delivered by skin contact
Background Nurse/ Auxiliary birth Relative/ askilled immediately Number of
characteristic Doctor midwife midwife attendant other No one Total provider! after birth births
Mother’s age at
birth
<20 3.2 84.3 21 8.7 1.7 0.0 100.0 89.5 58.9 1,644
20-34 4.2 80.6 1.8 10.5 25 0.3 100.0 86.6 60.7 6,660
35-49 5.0 78.7 1.7 11.2 3.2 0.2 100.0 85.4 58.9 1,468
Birth order
1 5.8 83.0 2.0 7.7 14 0.0 100.0 90.8 59.1 2,350
2-3 4.3 81.3 1.9 9.6 2.6 0.3 100.0 87.5 60.6 3,735
4-5 3.0 79.0 21 12.7 29 0.3 100.0 84.1 60.9 2,240
6+ 2.8 79.9 0.9 12.7 34 0.3 100.0 83.6 59.2 1,446
Antenatal care
visits?
None 3.2 74.4 15 13.9 6.6 0.4 100.0 79.0 66.1 113
1-3 4.4 69.4 24 16.8 6.6 0.3 100.0 76.2 51.5 566
4+ 4.3 83.1 1.6 8.9 1.9 0.2 100.0 89.1 61.6 5,769
Don’t know/
missing 5.9 84.5 1.9 6.7 0.4 0.6 100.0 92.3 60.6 878
Place of delivery
Health facility 4.9 92.8 1.7 0.5 0.1 0.1 100.0 99.4 67.4 8,151
Public facility 4.3 93.4 1.8 0.5 0.1 0.0 100.0 99.4 67.3 7,931
Private facility 27.7 70.5 0.0 0.5 0.0 1.3 100.0 98.2 72.1 219
Elsewhere 0.4 21.6 2.3 60.0 14.7 11 100.0 24.3 231 1,621
Residence
Urban 8.7 83.3 2.0 5.0 0.6 0.3 100.0 94.1 59.9 3,422
Rural 1.7 79.7 1.7 13.2 35 0.2 100.0 83.1 60.2 6,350
Province
Eastern 2.7 89.3 2.3 5.1 0.5 0.1 100.0 94.3 75.3 2,077
Northern 21 85.8 0.6 10.2 1.3 0.1 100.0 88.4 58.6 1,918
North West 2.8 64.3 2.7 23.6 6.7 0.0 100.0 69.7 43.8 1,894
Southern 2.6 83.6 11 8.7 3.4 0.6 100.0 87.3 65.9 2,101
Western Area 11.3 80.6 2.7 4.4 0.6 0.5 100.0 94.6 54.3 1,781
District
Kailahun 13 92.1 2.6 3.6 0.4 0.0 100.0 96.0 69.8 455
Kenema 1.3 95.6 0.6 2.0 0.5 0.0 100.0 97.5 81.3 1,028
Kono 6.2 76.5 4.9 11.6 0.6 0.2 100.0 87.6 69.2 594
Bombali 25 86.4 0.7 9.6 0.9 0.0 100.0 89.6 62.8 639
Falaba 0.6 82.5 0.8 11.0 51 0.0 100.0 83.9 33.3 244
Koinadugu 2.0 75.3 0.1 222 0.2 0.2 100.0 77.4 46.9 294
Tonkolili 2.3 90.5 0.5 5.8 0.8 0.1 100.0 93.3 67.9 741
Kambia 4.9 61.5 6.3 254 1.9 0.0 100.0 72.7 45.4 638
Karene 4.1 74.1 0.2 18.3 3.3 0.0 100.0 78.4 34.9 370
Port Loko 0.8 62.2 11 24.4 11.6 0.0 100.0 64.0 46.4 886
Bo 4.0 87.3 0.6 6.9 0.3 0.9 100.0 91.9 55.8 797
Bonthe 11 95.3 0.0 3.2 0.2 0.3 100.0 96.3 92.5 384
Moyamba 1.2 63.4 3.3 19.3 12.0 0.8 100.0 67.9 49.1 558
Pujehun 3.3 94.1 0.2 22 0.3 0.0 100.0 97.5 86.0 363
Western Area
Rural 7.1 84.6 1.3 6.2 0.5 0.5 100.0 92.9 46.6 783
Western Area
Urban 14.7 77.4 3.8 3.0 0.7 0.5 100.0 95.9 60.3 998
Mother’s
education
No education 2.7 78.5 2.0 13.0 35 0.3 100.0 83.3 59.4 5,321
Primary 3.3 82.2 1.2 10.2 2.7 0.4 100.0 86.7 60.8 1,441
Secondary 6.3 85.1 1.8 6.0 0.7 0.1 100.0 93.2 60.8 2,748
More than
secondary 16.2 79.7 14 2.7 0.0 0.0 100.0 97.3 63.4 262
Wealth quintile
Lowest 1.6 79.0 1.7 135 37 0.5 100.0 82.3 60.5 2,283
Second 1.9 78.7 1.8 14.0 3.7 0.0 100.0 82.4 60.4 2,183
Middle 1.9 82.1 2.2 10.9 2.6 0.3 100.0 86.1 60.6 2,007
Fourth 4.8 86.2 0.9 7.2 0.9 0.1 100.0 91.8 57.8 1,808
Highest 13.7 79.3 29 3.2 0.6 0.3 100.0 95.9 61.0 1,491
Total 4.1 81.0 1.8 10.3 25 0.2 100.0 86.9 60.1 9,771

Note: If the respondent mentioned more than one person attending during delivery, only the most qualified person is considered in this tabulation.
1 Skilled provider includes doctor, nurse/midwife, and auxiliary midwife.
2 Includes only the most recent birth in the 5 years preceding the survey
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Table 9.7 Caesarean section

Percentage of live births in the 5 years preceding the survey delivered by caesarean section (C-section), percentage
delivered by C-section planned before the onset of labour pains, and percentage delivered by C-section decided on
after the onset of labour pains, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Timing of decision to conduct

Percentage C-section
Background delivered by C- Before onset of  After onset of
characteristic section labour pains labour pains Number of births
Mother’s age at birth
<20 3.0 0.7 2.3 1,644
20-34 4.3 1.3 2.9 6,660
35-49 4.6 13 3.3 1,468
Birth order
1 5.3 16 3.7 2,350
2-3 4.7 13 34 3,735
4-5 35 11 2.3 2,240
6+ 1.8 0.6 1.1 1,446
Antenatal care visits?
None 14 0.0 1.4 113
1-3 5.4 0.9 45 566
4+ 4.3 13 3.0 5,769
Don’t know/missing 5.0 1.3 3.7 878
Place of delivery
Health facility 4.9 1.5 3.5 8,151
Public facility 4.7 1.3 3.4 7,931
Private facility 13.4 6.8 6.7 219
Residence
Urban 6.5 2.1 4.4 3,422
Rural 2.9 0.8 2.1 6,350
Province
Eastern 2.4 1.3 1.1 2,077
Northern 8.2 11 7.1 1,918
North West 1.5 0.6 0.9 1,894
Southern 25 1.2 1.3 2,101
Western Area 6.4 2.0 4.4 1,781
District
Kailahun 1.4 0.2 1.3 455
Kenema 3.0 2.0 1.0 1,028
Kono 2.3 1.0 1.3 594
Bombali 4.1 18 24 639
Falaba 0.9 0.2 0.7 244
Koinadugu 17 12 0.5 294
Tonkolili 16.6 0.7 16.0 741
Kambia 1.0 0.2 0.8 638
Karene 3.2 15 1.7 370
Port Loko 1.1 0.4 0.7 886
Bo 35 19 1.6 797
Bonthe 12 0.5 0.8 384
Moyamba 17 0.9 0.8 558
Pujehun 3.0 1.1 2.0 363
Western Area Rural 4.4 1.0 3.4 783
Western Area Urban 8.0 2.9 5.1 998
Mother’s education
No education 3.3 0.6 2.7 5,321
Primary 4.3 1.6 2.7 1,441
Secondary 4.7 1.7 3.0 2,748
More than secondary 12.9 6.9 6.0 262
Wealth quintile
Lowest 2.8 0.6 2.2 2,283
Second 2.8 0.7 2.1 2,183
Middle 3.2 0.9 2.3 2,007
Fourth 4.7 12 3.4 1,808
Highest 8.7 35 5.2 1,491
Total 4.1 1.2 2.9 9,771

Note: The question on C-section was asked only of women who delivered in a health facility. In this table, it is
assumed that women who did not give birth in a health facility did not receive a C-section.
! Includes only the most recent birth in the 5 years preceding the survey
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Table 9.8 Duration of stay in health facility after birth

Among women with a birth in the 5 years preceding the survey who delivered their most recent live birth in a health facility, percent distribution by
duration of stay in the health facility following their most recent live birth, according to type of delivery, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Number of
Type of delivery <6 hours  6-11 hours 12-23 hours 1-2 days 3+ days Missing Total women
Vaginal birth 16.2 7.2 3.2 53.3 19.8 0.2 100.0 5,859
Caesarean section 19.9 14 0.2 17.3 60.6 0.6 100.0 324
Missing 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 13
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Table 9.9 Timing of first postnatal check for the mother

Among women age 15-49 giving birth in the 2 years preceding the survey, percent distribution of the mother’s first postnatal check for the most recent
live birth by time after delivery, and percentage of women with a live birth during the 2 years preceding the survey who received a postnatal check in the
first 2 days after giving birth, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage
of women
with a
Time after delivery of mother’s first postnatal check* p(‘);tgca;al
No during the
Background Less than 4 Don’'t know/  postnatal first 2 days Number of
characteristic hours 4-23 hours  1-2 days 3-6 days 7-41 days missing check? Total after birth* women
Age at birth
<20 78.8 4.2 4.7 0.6 0.4 2.7 8.5 100.0 87.8 663
20-34 76.6 4.1 54 0.4 0.7 2.7 10.0 100.0 86.1 2,648
35-49 75.3 35 5.1 0.7 0.4 2.3 12.6 100.0 84.0 639
Birth order
1 81.1 3.2 4.4 0.6 0.4 2.7 7.7 100.0 88.6 976
2-3 76.1 4.5 6.3 0.4 0.9 2.3 9.5 100.0 87.0 1,471
4-5 76.3 3.3 4.9 0.6 0.6 29 11.3 100.0 84.6 923
6+ 71.6 5.3 4.7 0.5 0.4 3.2 14.4 100.0 81.5 580
Place of
delivery
Health facility 81.2 3.9 4.7 0.3 0.4 2.2 7.3 100.0 89.8 3,370
Elsewhere 50.6 4.8 8.5 1.9 2.0 5.1 27.1 100.0 63.9 580
Residence
Urban 83.6 35 3.6 0.3 0.5 2.0 6.6 100.0 90.7 1,392
Rural 73.0 4.3 6.2 0.7 0.7 3.0 12.2 100.0 83.5 2,558
Province
Eastern 66.7 6.7 9.7 0.9 1.3 6.2 8.4 100.0 83.1 847
Northern 69.6 6.2 7.1 0.8 0.7 1.0 14.7 100.0 82.8 796
North West 74.9 3.6 4.2 0.7 0.8 2.0 13.7 100.0 82.7 758
Southern 84.8 1.4 3.1 0.0 0.1 1.8 8.8 100.0 89.3 816
Western Area 89.0 2.0 1.7 0.2 0.0 2.0 51 100.0 92.7 733
District
Kailahun 71.2 6.1 14.7 0.5 0.4 0.0 7.0 100.0 92.0 187
Kenema 81.7 3.7 4.4 14 1.9 0.0 6.8 100.0 89.8 410
Kono 38.7 11.9 14.7 0.4 11 21.1 12.0 100.0 65.3 250
Bombali 745 34 4.6 0.6 0.2 0.9 15.8 100.0 82.5 290
Falaba 78.4 4.8 5.0 3.1 0.3 2.0 6.3 100.0 88.3 81
Koinadugu 63.2 10.8 11.4 14 24 14 9.4 100.0 85.4 121
Tonkolili 65.1 7.4 8.2 0.0 0.4 0.7 18.2 100.0 80.7 303
Kambia 91.3 2.2 3.2 0.4 0.0 0.3 2.6 100.0 96.7 242
Karene 62.9 3.9 54 1.6 1.7 0.8 23.7 100.0 72.2 154
Port Loko 69.1 4.4 4.4 0.5 1.0 3.7 17.0 100.0 77.9 362
Bo 87.8 1.3 4.4 0.0 0.0 1.8 4.7 100.0 93.5 298
Bonthe 89.7 1.9 2.0 0.0 0.5 14 4.6 100.0 93.6 157
Moyamba 73.7 0.5 34 0.0 0.0 21 20.3 100.0 7.7 216
Pujehun 89.9 2.3 1.0 0.0 0.3 17 4.8 100.0 93.2 145
Western Area
Rural 85.7 25 3.4 0.4 0.0 2.9 5.2 100.0 91.5 322
Western Area
Urban 91.5 1.6 0.4 0.0 0.0 12 51 100.0 93.6 412
Education
No education 73.3 4.3 5.8 0.5 0.8 2.8 125 100.0 83.4 2,037
Primary 76.8 4.6 51 0.4 0.5 3.7 8.9 100.0 86.5 610
Secondary 81.4 35 4.4 0.6 0.4 2.0 7.6 100.0 89.4 1,199
More than
secondary 89.9 14 4.8 0.0 0.0 15 2.3 100.0 96.2 105
Wealth quintile
Lowest 72.2 35 5.7 0.5 0.9 2.9 14.3 100.0 81.4 917
Second 70.2 4.8 7.8 1.0 0.6 2.8 12.8 100.0 82.8 867
Middle 76.2 6.2 51 0.4 0.6 2.7 8.8 100.0 87.4 792
Fourth 81.0 35 4.4 0.4 0.8 2.3 7.7 100.0 88.8 752
Highest 88.2 1.6 25 0.1 0.0 25 5.2 100.0 92.2 622
Total 76.7 4.0 5.3 0.5 0.6 2.7 10.2 100.0 86.0 3,950

1 Includes women who received a check from a doctor, midwife, nurse, community health worker, or traditional birth attendant
2 Includes women who received a check after 41 days
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Table 9.10 Type of provider of first postnatal check for the mother

Among women age 15-49 giving birth in the 2 years preceding the survey, percent distribution by type of provider of the mother’s first postnatal health check
during the 2 days after the most recent live birth, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Type of health provider of mother’s first postnatal check

No postnatal
check during

Background Doctor/nurse/ Auxiliary Community  Traditional birth the first 2 days Number of
characteristic midwife midwife health worker attendant after birth Total women
Age at birth
<20 80.8 1.6 0.3 5.0 12.2 100.0 663
20-34 77.4 1.2 0.6 6.9 13.9 100.0 2,648
35-49 76.3 2.0 0.0 5.7 16.0 100.0 639
Birth order
1 83.0 1.0 0.4 4.2 11.4 100.0 976
2-3 7.7 1.2 0.7 7.4 13.0 100.0 1,471
4-5 74.6 2.2 0.3 7.5 15.4 100.0 923
6+ 74.3 1.3 0.3 5.7 18.5 100.0 580
Place of delivery
Health facility 87.4 1.2 0.0 12 10.2 100.0 3,370
Elsewhere 22.0 2.6 3.0 36.4 36.1 100.0 580
Residence
Urban 87.1 11 0.1 2.4 9.3 100.0 1,392
Rural 72.7 1.6 0.7 8.6 16.5 100.0 2,558
Province
Eastern 79.1 2.2 0.3 1.6 16.9 100.0 847
Northern 76.6 0.4 0.8 5.0 17.2 100.0 796
North West 61.1 2.2 0.8 18.7 17.3 100.0 758
Southern 82.7 0.9 0.5 5.1 10.7 100.0 816
Western Area 89.3 1.2 0.0 2.2 7.3 100.0 733
District
Kailahun 87.6 3.0 0.0 14 8.0 100.0 187
Kenema 88.0 0.9 0.0 0.9 10.2 100.0 410
Kono 58.0 35 0.9 2.9 34.7 100.0 250
Bombali 79.9 0.0 0.2 2.3 17.5 100.0 290
Falaba 81.8 0.8 0.4 53 11.7 100.0 81
Koinadugu 70.4 0.0 0.5 14.5 14.6 100.0 121
Tonkolili 74.6 1.0 15 3.7 19.3 100.0 303
Kambia 65.3 45 0.7 26.2 3.3 100.0 242
Karene 61.9 0.0 1.6 8.7 27.8 100.0 154
Port Loko 57.9 1.6 0.5 17.9 22.1 100.0 362
Bo 89.0 0.0 0.0 4.4 6.5 100.0 298
Bonthe 91.7 0.0 0.4 15 6.4 100.0 157
Moyamba 61.1 3.6 1.6 11.3 22.3 100.0 216
Pujehun 92.2 0.0 0.0 1.0 6.8 100.0 145
Western Area Rural 87.6 1.0 0.0 2.9 8.5 100.0 322
Western Area Urban 90.6 1.4 0.0 1.6 6.4 100.0 412
Education
No education 73.2 15 0.5 8.1 16.6 100.0 2,037
Primary 77.0 15 0.9 7.1 135 100.0 610
Secondary 84.3 1.2 0.1 3.7 10.6 100.0 1,199
More than secondary 96.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.8 100.0 105
Wealth quintile
Lowest 72.0 11 0.5 7.8 18.6 100.0 917
Second 70.1 1.9 0.7 10.1 17.2 100.0 867
Middle 76.8 21 0.8 7.7 12.6 100.0 792
Fourth 84.8 0.9 0.1 3.0 11.2 100.0 752
Highest 89.8 0.9 0.0 15 7.8 100.0 622
Total 77.8 14 0.5 6.4 14.0 100.0 3,950
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Table 9.11 Timing of first postnatal check for the newborn

Percent distribution of most recent live births in the 2 years preceding the survey by time after birth of first postnatal check, and percentage of births with
a postnatal check during the first 2 days after birth, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage
of births
with a
Time after delivery of newborn’s first postnatal check! p(:;t:calial
No during the
Background Less than 1 postnatal first 2 days Number of
characteristic hour 1-3 hours 4-23 hours  1-2 days 3-6 days Don't know check? Total after birth* births
Mother’s age at
birth
<20 29.2 46.3 3.7 5.6 11 1.7 12.2 100.0 84.9 663
20-34 24.7 47.7 4.3 59 0.9 2.0 14.4 100.0 82.6 2,648
35-49 24.9 45.0 5.1 5.6 1.7 2.3 15.3 100.0 80.6 639
Birth order
1 25.4 53.9 25 4.5 0.8 15 11.4 100.0 86.3 976
2-3 25.4 46.5 4.0 6.3 1.4 2.1 14.3 100.0 82.3 1,471
4-5 24.0 46.1 5.0 6.1 0.6 19 16.4 100.0 81.1 923
6+ 28.3 38.3 7.0 6.4 1.7 29 15.3 100.0 80.0 580
Place of delivery
Health facility 28.8 53.0 4.3 45 0.3 2.2 7.0 100.0 90.5 3,370
Elsewhere 6.4 12.4 4.6 13.7 5.5 13 56.1 100.0 371 580
Residence
Urban 27.1 54.2 3.6 3.7 1.0 11 9.3 100.0 88.6 1,392
Rural 24.6 43.2 4.7 6.9 12 2.6 16.9 100.0 79.4 2,558
Province
Eastern 16.0 50.0 5.6 7.1 13 4.8 15.2 100.0 78.6 847
Northern 18.4 48.2 6.3 9.0 1.0 0.8 16.4 100.0 81.9 796
North West 25.9 36.8 55 6.3 17 13 22.5 100.0 74.5 758
Southern 46.7 35.5 1.6 4.2 0.7 1.9 9.4 100.0 88.1 816
Western Area 20.1 65.8 25 2.2 0.7 1.2 7.6 100.0 90.5 733
District
Kailahun 9.8 55.1 4.4 10.8 1.4 0.0 18.5 100.0 80.1 187
Kenema 20.6 58.9 25 2.6 0.0 0.0 155 100.0 84.5 410
Kono 13.2 315 11.6 11.6 34 16.3 12.2 100.0 68.0 250
Bombali 26.8 48.6 4.4 10.1 0.9 0.3 8.8 100.0 89.9 290
Falaba 3.2 73.7 14 7.2 0.0 1.9 12.5 100.0 85.6 81
Koinadugu 11.7 41.3 9.5 7.7 3.6 19 24.2 100.0 70.2 121
Tonkolili 17.0 43.7 8.2 8.9 0.3 0.5 21.4 100.0 77.8 303
Kambia 22.8 54.8 15 1.7 29 0.8 15.5 100.0 80.8 242
Karene 30.4 31.3 7.0 12.1 18 12 16.2 100.0 80.8 154
Port Loko 26.1 27.1 7.5 6.9 0.9 1.6 29.8 100.0 67.6 362
Bo 64.6 24.4 11 4.8 0.3 18 3.0 100.0 94.9 298
Bonthe 5.6 85.4 1.7 2.2 0.0 2.2 3.0 100.0 94.9 157
Moyamba 56.6 6.0 1.3 6.9 2.0 2.1 25.0 100.0 70.9 216
Pujehun 39.9 48.5 2.7 14 0.0 1.2 6.3 100.0 92.5 145
Western Area
Rural 19.7 63.8 2.2 3.9 0.7 15 8.2 100.0 89.6 322
Western Area
Urban 20.4 67.3 2.6 0.8 0.7 1.0 7.1 100.0 91.2 412
Mother’s
education
No education 22.7 455 55 6.4 1.3 2.2 16.4 100.0 80.1 2,037
Primary 27.5 43.3 3.2 5.7 11 2.9 16.2 100.0 79.8 610
Secondary 28.7 50.4 3.0 5.0 0.9 1.4 10.6 100.0 87.1 1,199
More than
secondary 315 61.0 2.3 4.0 0.0 0.7 0.5 100.0 98.7 105
Wealth quintile
Lowest 25.1 41.3 4.7 6.5 13 2.4 18.6 100.0 7.7 917
Second 20.2 45.3 5.8 7.9 1.2 21 17.4 100.0 79.3 867
Middle 26.2 44.6 45 6.5 11 2.4 14.8 100.0 81.8 792
Fourth 30.2 49.6 3.0 4.3 1.0 1.7 10.3 100.0 87.1 752
Highest 26.8 58.0 2.8 2.8 0.8 15 7.3 100.0 90.4 622
Total 255 47.0 4.3 5.8 11 2.0 14.2 100.0 82.7 3,950

! Includes newborns who received a check from a doctor, midwife, nurse, community health worker, or traditional birth attendant
2 Includes newborns who received a check after the first week of life
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Table 9.12 Type of provider of first postnatal check for the newborn

Percent distribution of most recent live births in the 2 years preceding the survey by type of provider of the newborn’s first postnatal health check
during the 2 days after the most recent live birth, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Type of health provider of newborn’s first postnatal check No postnatal
check during
Background Doctor/nurse/ Auxiliary Community  Traditional birth the first 2 days Number of
characteristic midwife midwife health worker attendant after birth Total births
Mother’s age at birth
<20 80.5 11 0.3 3.0 15.1 100.0 663
20-34 78.5 1.2 0.4 2.4 17.4 100.0 2,648
35-49 77.0 1.4 0.0 2.2 19.4 100.0 639
Birth order
1 82.8 1.0 0.4 2.1 13.7 100.0 976
2-3 7.7 11 0.5 3.0 17.7 100.0 1,471
4-5 77.0 1.6 0.2 2.2 18.9 100.0 923
6+ 76.2 1.3 0.1 2.4 20.0 100.0 580
Place of delivery
Health facility 88.2 1.1 0.0 11 9.5 100.0 3,370
Elsewhere 22.6 1.8 2.2 10.4 62.9 100.0 580
Residence
Urban 86.5 1.2 0.1 0.9 11.4 100.0 1,392
Rural 74.3 1.2 0.5 3.4 20.6 100.0 2,558
Province
Eastern 76.5 1.8 0.0 0.4 214 100.0 847
Northern 77.8 0.5 1.0 2.7 18.1 100.0 796
North West 66.4 1.9 0.3 5.9 25.5 100.0 758
Southern 84.1 0.8 0.4 2.8 11.9 100.0 816
Western Area 88.5 1.2 0.0 0.8 9.5 100.0 733
District
Kailahun 76.6 35 0.0 0.0 19.9 100.0 187
Kenema 84.1 0.0 0.0 0.4 15.5 100.0 410
Kono 64.0 3.3 0.0 0.7 32.0 100.0 250
Bombali 87.9 0.0 0.2 18 10.1 100.0 290
Falaba 82.9 0.4 0.0 2.4 14.4 100.0 81
Koinadugu 62.4 0.0 2.1 5.8 29.8 100.0 121
Tonkolili 72.9 11 15 2.3 22.2 100.0 303
Kambia 63.0 5.1 0.3 12.4 19.2 100.0 242
Karene 75.7 0.6 0.0 45 19.2 100.0 154
Port Loko 64.7 0.3 0.5 2.1 32.4 100.0 362
Bo 89.0 0.0 0.0 5.8 5.1 100.0 298
Bonthe 93.4 0.0 0.0 15 5.1 100.0 157
Moyamba 64.8 3.0 1.7 1.4 29.1 100.0 216
Pujehun 92.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.5 100.0 145
Western Area Rural 88.6 0.1 0.0 0.9 10.4 100.0 322
Western Area Urban 88.3 21 0.0 0.8 8.8 100.0 412
Mother’s education
No education 75.8 1.2 0.3 2.7 19.9 100.0 2,037
Primary 74.7 1.0 0.6 35 20.2 100.0 610
Secondary 83.6 1.3 0.3 1.9 12.9 100.0 1,199
More than secondary 97.2 1.5 0.0 0.0 1.3 100.0 105
Wealth quintile
Lowest 73.2 1.2 0.5 2.8 22.3 100.0 917
Second 73.8 11 0.6 3.9 20.7 100.0 867
Middle 76.1 1.6 0.4 3.6 18.2 100.0 792
Fourth 85.0 11 0.1 0.9 12.9 100.0 752
Highest 88.7 1.0 0.0 0.6 9.6 100.0 622
Total 78.6 1.2 0.3 25 17.3 100.0 3,950
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Table 9.13 Content of postnatal care for newborns

Among most recent live births in the 2 years preceding the survey, percentage for whom selected functions were performed during the first
2 days after birth and percentage with at least two signal functions performed during the first 2 days after birth, according to background
characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage
with at least
Among most recent live births in the 2 years preceding the survey, percentage for two signal
whom the selected function was performed during the first 2 days after birth: functions
performed
Counselling Counselling Observation during the
Background Cord Temperature  on danger on of first 2 days Number of
characteristic examined measured signs breastfeeding breastfeeding Weighed* after birth births
Mother’s age at
birth
<20 84.7 82.1 83.3 84.8 77.1 71.3 88.1 663
20-34 83.6 81.4 80.7 82.8 74.4 74.3 87.2 2,648
35-49 79.6 76.9 77.5 78.4 71.7 73.0 82.2 639
Birth order
1 86.1 84.1 84.5 85.9 78.5 74.2 89.4 976
2-3 84.6 82.3 81.7 84.1 75.4 74.8 88.6 1,471
4-5 82.1 78.7 78.2 80.4 74.0 73.2 84.7 923
6+ 76.0 75.0 74.9 75.5 65.6 69.8 79.8 580
Place of delivery
Health facility 83.7 83.1 82.1 84.3 77.2 78.9 87.6 3,370
Elsewhere 79.7 67.7 71.6 71.7 58.4 42.4 80.7 580
Residence
Urban 87.0 85.5 85.6 88.6 79.4 75.9 90.9 1,392
Rural 81.0 78.2 77.8 79.1 71.7 72.3 84.2 2,558
Province
Eastern 90.1 87.7 85.0 86.6 79.2 79.5 92.2 847
Northern 75.7 75.7 74.2 77.5 65.3 7.7 80.9 796
North West 85.6 79.8 81.0 78.5 65.9 58.0 87.9 758
Southern 73.9 72.2 72.9 75.8 76.0 77.6 77.8 816
Western Area 90.7 89.1 90.5 94.4 85.8 73.7 94.6 733
District
Kailahun 89.6 88.6 87.4 88.3 85.0 84.8 90.6 187
Kenema 96.7 94.6 92.7 94.9 94.5 79.8 98.1 410
Kono 79.7 75.8 70.7 71.6 49.9 75.3 83.9 250
Bombali 7.7 80.5 78.0 81.6 69.8 80.1 85.0 290
Falaba 85.8 81.0 78.7 84.9 56.9 68.9 88.9 81
Koinadugu 79.5 78.1 85.9 92.3 68.2 66.8 94.0 121
Tonkolili 69.6 68.6 64.6 65.5 62.2 82.0 69.6 303
Kambia 94.3 92.5 91.9 89.9 78.0 65.6 95.7 242
Karene 84.8 83.5 71.8 65.1 55.3 60.4 88.8 154
Port Loko 80.2 69.7 7.7 76.6 62.2 51.8 82.2 362
Bo 88.1 82.5 84.8 89.8 92.0 77.0 93.9 298
Bonthe 58.2 61.7 61.2 62.6 62.8 88.6 64.3 157
Moyamba 53.4 52.5 53.0 54.4 52.2 60.5 54.3 216
Pujehun 92.3 91.8 90.9 93.4 92.8 92.7 94.4 145
Western Area
Rural 87.3 86.9 89.6 91.9 85.6 62.7 92.4 322
Western Area
Urban 93.4 90.9 91.2 96.3 85.9 82.4 96.3 412
Mother’s education
No education 81.3 79.3 77.6 79.3 70.8 70.1 84.3 2,037
Primary 84.8 80.5 82.0 85.1 79.5 74.4 88.6 610
Secondary 84.7 82.5 84.2 85.5 77.3 77.2 88.7 1,199
More than
secondary 91.7 92.8 88.8 91.3 83.3 93.8 93.9 105
Wealth quintile
Lowest 75.9 73.8 74.0 75.2 71.6 73.0 79.5 917
Second 82.5 78.9 78.2 80.1 71.5 70.3 85.5 867
Middle 84.4 81.9 80.4 81.4 71.5 74.3 87.5 792
Fourth 85.9 85.3 85.5 86.4 78.2 68.5 89.3 752
Highest 89.7 87.2 87.9 92.8 81.9 83.9 94.0 622
Total 83.1 80.8 80.6 82.4 74.4 73.6 86.6 3,950

! Captures newborns who were weighed “at birth.” May exclude some newborns who were weighed during the 2 days after birth.
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Table 9.14 Problems in accessing health care

Percentage of women age 15-49 who reported that they have serious problems in accessing health care for themselves when they are sick, by type of

problem, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Problems in accessing health care

At least one
Getting problem
Background permissionto go  Getting money Distance to Not wanting to  accessing health Number of
characteristic for treatment for treatment health facility go alone care women
Age
15-19 25.4 63.4 41.7 21.9 69.3 3,427
20-34 22.6 65.2 42.0 20.0 70.2 7,299
35-49 26.6 72.0 48.8 24.4 76.2 4,848
Number of living children
0 23.4 59.9 38.3 19.6 65.4 4,361
1-2 22.0 64.4 42.4 20.7 69.8 5,224
3-4 26.1 71.6 47.5 22.9 75.8 3,759
5+ 29.4 78.6 53.5 26.7 82.7 2,231
Marital status
Never married 22.0 58.7 36.6 18.8 64.0 5,058
Married or living together 26.0 70.5 47.7 23.2 75.5 9,715
Divorced/separated/widowed 20.8 75.4 46.6 23.3 78.5 801
Employed last 12 months
Not employed 20.2 55.2 33.6 18.0 60.7 4,417
Employed for cash 19.7 69.5 42.4 17.8 73.7 5,200
Employed not for cash 31.8 73.3 53.3 28.1 78.6 5,957
Residence
Urban 16.0 51.7 26.8 11.6 56.2 7,163
Rural 31.6 79.9 58.7 30.4 85.3 8,411
Province
Eastern 37.4 74.6 51.9 17.9 79.4 3,069
Northern 20.3 75.9 46.8 28.7 80.2 3,317
North West 23.7 79.1 52.9 18.4 84.3 2,508
Southern 32.0 74.9 58.3 36.6 81.5 2,900
Western Area 12.3 38.5 18.6 9.8 42.9 3,780
District
Kailahun 17.9 48.7 34.7 11.0 52.7 707
Kenema 37.9 85.0 57.6 24.6 90.1 1,437
Kono 51.4 78.1 56.0 12.7 83.1 925
Bombali 17.5 80.3 53.8 23.7 84.8 1,166
Falaba 48.7 89.3 62.9 58.5 92.8 466
Koinadugu 7.6 55.1 42.2 18.9 63.8 469
Tonkolili 17.1 74.6 35.7 25.8 77.3 1,215
Kambia 19.2 78.4 42.0 6.5 84.1 890
Karene 39.3 79.2 69.0 37.2 84.7 462
Port Loko 21.0 79.5 54.8 20.1 84.2 1,157
Bo 20.4 67.7 48.6 21.4 75.0 1,250
Bonthe 44.0 78.6 58.4 51.1 81.8 468
Moyamba 40.3 81.8 68.1 44.4 88.1 726
Pujehun 37.8 80.1 69.3 50.9 88.6 456
Western Area Rural 22.3 51.0 27.4 15.0 55.7 1,407
Western Area Urban 6.3 31.2 13.3 6.8 35.3 2,373
Education
No education 29.0 76.7 52.8 26.4 80.9 7,081
Primary 29.6 71.0 48.5 25.1 76.8 2,103
Secondary 18.4 56.7 34.1 16.3 62.3 5,724
More than secondary 11.3 37.9 22.3 9.0 42.6 666
Wealth quintile
Lowest 35.8 82.9 67.0 36.5 87.7 2,738
Second 33.0 81.3 60.1 29.8 86.2 2,831
Middle 27.5 76.6 49.6 24.3 82.4 2,954
Fourth 18.9 61.1 31.4 14.0 65.5 3,385
Highest 11.9 41.4 21.8 9.8 46.4 3,666
Total 24.4 66.9 44.1 21.8 71.9 15,574
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CHILD HEALTH 1 0

Key Findings

= Vaccinations: 56% of children age 12-23 months had
received all basic vaccinations by the time of the survey.

= Symptoms of acute respiratory infection (ARI): Advice
or treatment was sought for 86% of children under age 5
who had symptoms of ARI in the 2 weeks before the
survey.

= Fever: Advice or treatment was sought for 75% of
children under age 5 who had a fever in the 2 weeks
before the survey.

= Diarrhoea: Advice or treatment was sought for 75% of
children under age 5 who had diarrhoea in the 2 weeks
before the survey; 91% of children with diarrhoea
received oral rehydration therapy (ORT). However, 6% of
children with diarrhoea received no treatment.
|

nformation on child health and survival can help policymakers and programme managers assess the
efficacy of current strategies, formulate appropriate interventions to prevent deaths from childhood
ilnesses, and improve the health of children in Sierra Leone.

This chapter presents information on birth weight and vaccination status for young children. It also looks at
the prevalence of, and treatment practices for, three common childhood illnesses: symptoms of acute
respiratory infection (ARI), fever, and diarrhoea. Because appropriate sanitary practices can help prevent
and reduce the severity of diarrhoeal disease, information is also provided on the disposal of children’s
faeces.

10.1 BIRTH WEIGHT

Low birth weight
Percentage of births with a reported birth weight below 2.5 kilogrammes
regardless of gestational age.

Sample: Live births in the 5 years before the survey that have a reported birth
weight, from either a written record or the mother’s report

Birth weight is a major determinant of infant and child health and mortality. Children who weigh less than
2.5 kilogrammes (kg) at birth or who are reported to be very small or smaller than average are considered
to have a higher than average risk of early childhood death. For births in the 5 years preceding the survey,
birth weight was recorded in the questionnaire if available from either a written record or the mother’s
recall. Because birth weight may not be known for many babies, mothers’ estimates of their baby’s size at
birth were also obtained. Although these estimates are subjective, they can be a useful proxy for

birth weight.
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Eighty-four percent of births were reported as average or larger than average, 8% as smaller than average,
and 5% as very small. Of the 65% of infants with a reported birth weight, 5% had a birth weight of less
than 2.5 kg (Table 10.1).

Patterns by background characteristics

= The percentage of infants weighing less than 2.5 kg at birth is higher in urban areas (6%) than in rural
areas (4%).

= The percentage of infants with a low birth weight ranges from 3% in the Southern province to 6% in
the Northern, North West, and Western Area provinces.

= By district, the percentage of infants with a low birth weight ranges from 1% in Moyamba to 13% in
Falaba.

10.2 VACCINATION OF CHILDREN

Universal immunisation of children against common vaccine-preventable diseases is crucial to reducing
infant and child morbidity and mortality. In Sierra Leone, routine childhood vaccinations protect against
tuberculosis, especially the extrapulmonary forms (BCG vaccine); diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis (DPT
vaccine); poliomyelitis (oral polio vaccine [OPV] and inactivated polio vaccine [IPV]); pneumonia,
meningitis, and ear infection due to Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib vaccine); hepatitis B (HepB
vaccine); Streptococcus pneumoniae (pneumococcal conjugate vaccine [PCV]); rotavirus (rotavirus
vaccine [RV]); yellow fever (yellow fever vaccine); and measles (measles vaccine). The 2019 SLDHS
collected information on coverage of all of these vaccines among children born in the 3 years preceding the
survey.

Historically, an important measure of vaccination coverage has been the proportion of children receiving
all “basic” vaccinations. Children are considered to have received all basic vaccinations if they have
received the BCG vaccine, three doses each of the DPT and polio vaccines, and a single dose of measles.
In Sierra Leone, the BCG vaccine is usually given at birth or at the first clinic contact, while the DPT
vaccine is given at the approximate ages of 6, 10, and 14 weeks in combination with Hib and HepB (DPT-
Hib-HepB). The polio vaccine is given as OPV on the same schedule as the DPT-Hib-HepB. The first
measles vaccine should be given at or soon after age 9 months.

All basic vaccinations coverage

Percentage of children age 12-23 months who received specific vaccines at
any time before the survey (according to a vaccination card or the mother’s
report). To have received all basic vaccinations, a child must receive at least:

= One dose of BCG vaccine, which protects against tuberculosis

= Three doses of DPT vaccine, which protects against diphtheria,

pertussis (whooping cough), and tetanus
= Three doses of polio vaccine
= One dose of measles vaccine

Sample: Living children age 12-23 months or age 24-35 months

In the 2019 SLDHS, information on vaccination coverage was obtained in two ways: from written
vaccination records, including vaccination or health cards, and from verbal reports. For each child born in
the 3 years before the survey, mothers were asked to show the interviewer the vaccination card or other
document used for recording the child’s vaccinations. If the vaccination card or other document was
available, the interviewer copied the dates of each vaccination received. If a vaccination was not recorded
on the vaccination card or document as having been administered, the mother was asked to recall whether
that particular vaccination had been given. If the mother was not able to present the vaccination card or
other document for a child, she was asked to recall whether the child had received each of Sierra Leone’s
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routine childhood vaccinations. If she indicated that the child had received any of the multi-dose vaccines,
she was asked the number of doses the child received.

Fifty-six percent of children age 12-23 months and 51% of children age 24-35 months received all basic
vaccinations, with 49% of those age 12-23 months and 40% of those age 24-35 months having received all
basic vaccinations by age 12 months (Table 10.2).

A second measure of vaccination coverage is the percentage of children age 12-23 months and 24-35
months who have received all age-appropriate vaccinations. In this report, children age 12-23 months are
considered to have received all age-appropriate vaccinations if they have received all basic vaccinations, a
birth dose of OPV, a dose of IPV, three doses of PCV (given at age 6 weeks, 10 weeks, and 14 weeks), a
measles vaccination, two doses of RV (given at age 6 weeks and 10 weeks), and a dose of yellow fever
vaccine (given at age 9 months). Children age 24-35 months have received all age-appropriate vaccinations
if they have received a second dose of the measles vaccine in addition to all of the age-appropriate
vaccinations relevant for a child age 12-23 months. Forty-nine percent of children age 12-23 months and
30% of children age 24-35 months have received all of the vaccines appropriate for their age. Forty-three
percent of children age 12-23 months and 22% of those age 24-35 months received the vaccines
appropriate for their age by age 12 months and by age 24 months, respectively, as recommended.

Figure 10.1 shows coverage of all age-appropriate Figure 10.1 Childhood vaccinations
vaccmauorw a.mong children age 12-23 months. Percentage of children age 12-23 months
Coverage is highest for the BCG vaccine (96%). In vaccinated at any time before the survey
the case of multi-dose vaccines such as OPV, DPT-

HepB-Hib, PCV, and RV, coverage is highest for the BCG
first dose and falls in subsequent doses. Coverage 0
rates for the first doses of OPV, DPT-HepB-Hib, Polio ;
PCV, and RV are 93%, 95%, 94%, and 94%,
respectively. Seventy-one percent of children age 3
12-23 months received OPV 3, 78% received the IPV
third dose of DPT-HepB-Hib, 79% received the third DPT- !
dose of PCV, and 85% received the second dose of HepB-Hib 2
RV. 3
1
A similar pattern is observed among children age Pneumococcal |5
24-35 months, although coverage for first doses is 3
slightly lower than that reported among children age Rotavirus |1
12-23 months. The coverage rate for the second 2
measles dose is 54% (Table 10.2). Measles
Yellow fever
Overall, 2% of children age 12-23 months and 3% of All basic
those age 24-35 months were reported not to have All age appropriate
received any vaccinations. None

Vaccination Card Ownership and Availability

Vaccination cards are critical tools for ensuring that children receive all recommended vaccinations on
schedule. Table 10.4 shows that 97% of children age 12-23 months and 96% of children age 24-35 months
were reported to have ever had vaccination cards. However, not all mothers were able to produce their
child’s vaccination card at the time of the interview; interviewers were able to see a vaccination card for
only 75% of children age 12-23 months and 62% of children age 24-35 months.
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Trends: The percentage of children age 12-23 Figure 10.2 Trends in childhood
months who received all basic vaccines has vaccinations

fluctuated over time, rising from 40% in 2008 to

Percentage of children age 12-23 months

68% in 2013 and then decreasing to 56% in 2019 who received all basic vaccinations at any
(Figure 10.2). However, in a sign that vaccination time before the survey

coverage overall has improved in Sierra Leone

during the past decade, the percentage of children

who received no vaccinations declined from 16% in 68

2008 to 4% in 2013 and 2% in 2019. Sierra Leone is 56

still falling short of Sustainable Development 40

Goal 3, for which the target is achieving more than No

90% coverage of all basic vaccinations among 16 vaccinations
children age 12-23 months. T 4 2
Patterns by background characteristics 2008 SLDHS 2013 SLDHS 2019 SLDHS

There is no appreciable difference in the percentage of children age 12-23 months in urban and rural
areas who received all basic vaccinations (57% versus 56%) (Table 10.3).

Female children age 12-23 months are more likely than their male counterparts to receive all basic
vaccinations (58% and 55%, respectively) and all age-appropriate vaccinations (52% and 47%,
respectively). However, by age 24-35 months, male children are slightly more likely than female
children to have received all age-appropriate vaccinations (31% and 29%, respectively).

Children age 12-23 months whose vaccination card was seen are much more likely to have received all
basic vaccinations and all age-appropriate vaccinations than children who did not have a card or whose
card was not seen: 73% of children whose card was seen received all basic vaccinations and 64%
received all age-appropriate vaccinations, as compared with 7% and 4%, respectively, of children
without a card or whose card was not seen.

Children whose mothers have more than a Figure 10.3 Vaccination coverage by
secondary education are more likely than those mother’s education
whose mothers have no education to have Percentage of children age 12-23 months
received all basic vaccinations (71% and 54%, who received all basic vaccines at any
respectively) (Figure 10.3). time before the survey
71
54 59 58

No education Primary  Secondary More than
secondary

164 < Child Health



= At the district level, vaccination Figure 10.4 Vaccination coverage by district

Coverag? among c_hildren age 12-23 Percentage of children age 12-23 months who received all
months is highest in Bo (70%) and basic vaccines at any time before the survey
lowest in Port Loko (44%) (Figure

10.4).

Western
Area Urban
53%

Tonkolili
49%

52% 4
’, A
) 44%-51% ¥

() 52%-57%
@ 58% - 64%
@ 65% - 70%

Pujehun
58%

10.3 SYMPTOMS OF ACUTE RESPIRATORY INFECTION

Treatment of symptoms of acute respiratory infection (ARI)

Children with symptoms of ARI for whom advice or treatment was sought. ARI
symptoms consist of short, rapid breathing that is chest-related and/or difficult
breathing that is chest-related.

Sample: Children under age 5 with symptoms of ARI in the 2 weeks before
the survey

Acute respiratory infection (ARI) is among the leading causes of childhood morbidity and mortality in
Sierra Leone and throughout the world. Pneumonia is the most serious outcome of ARI in young children.
Early diagnosis and treatment with antibiotics can prevent a large proportion of deaths caused by
pneumonia. In its effort to achieve SDG 3, Sierra Leone is taking progressive actions to reduce pneumonia
morbidity and mortality. Integrated management of childhood illness (IMCI) and integrated community
case management of childhood illness (ICCMCI) in hard-to-reach areas are among the initiatives that have
been scaled up by the Sierra Leone government since the introduction of the free health care initiative in
2010.

The prevalence of ARI symptoms was estimated by asking mothers whether their children under age 5 had
experienced short, rapid breathing that was chest-related and/or difficulty breathing that was chest-related
in the 2 weeks preceding the survey. Table 10.5 shows that 2% of children under age 5 had ARI symptoms
in the 2 weeks preceding the survey. Advice or treatment was sought for 86% of children with ARI
symptoms; however, advice or treatment was sought the same or next day for only 40% of children.

Advice or treatment was most commonly sought from public sector health facilities: one-third (34%) of
children with ARI symptoms were taken to a government health centre, 19% were taken to a government
hospital, and 11% were taken to a government health post. In 18% of cases, advice or treatment was sought
from the private sector, most commonly from a pharmacy (10%) (Table 10.6).
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10.4 FEVER

Treatment of fever
Children with fever for whom advice or treatment was sought.
Sample: Children under age 5 with a fever in the 2 weeks before the survey

Fever is a common symptom of malaria and other acute infections in children. Other common causes of
fever in children include ARI/pneumonia and other bacterial and viral infections. In areas where malaria is
endemic such as Sierra Leoneg, all children with a fever should be taken to a health care facility for advice
or treatment because it is essential to exclude malaria as the cause of the fever if the child does not have
malaria.

Among children under age 5, 17% were reported to have had a fever in the 2 weeks before the survey.
Seventy-five percent of children with a fever were taken for advice or treatment, and 50% were taken for
advice or treatment the same day as or the day after the fever’s onset (Table 10.7). Twenty-five percent of
children with a fever received antibiotic drugs.

Trends: The percentage of children with fever for whom advice or treatment was sought increased from
44% in 2008 to 66% in 2013 and 75% in 2019.

Patterns by background characteristics

= The prevalence of fever was lowest among children age 0-5 months (10%) and highest among children
age 12-23 months (21%).

=  The prevalence of fever among children varied from 11% in the Northern province to 20% in the
Eastern province. The percentage of children for whom advice or treatment was sought was highest in
the Southern province (80%) and lowest in the Western Area province (70%).

= Fever was common across all wealth quintiles, and differences in the percentage of children with fever
for whom advice or treatment was sought were small. However, children from wealthier households
were most likely to receive antibiotic drugs; 19% of children from the lowest wealth quintile were
given antibiotics, as compared with 38% of children in the highest wealth quintile.

10.5 DIARRHOEAL DISEASE

Diarrhoeal disease remains a leading cause of morbidity and mortality among young children in Sierra
Leone. Exposure to diarrhoea-causing pathogens is frequently related to consumption of contaminated
water and to unhygienic practices in food preparation and waste disposal.

Treatment of diarrhoea in children should include increased fluids, continued feeding, and a course of zinc.
The increased fluids can be provided as increased feeds (especially increased breastfeeding), as
recommended homemade fluids (RHF) consisting of a sugar-salt-water solution, or as fluid prepared from
a packet of oral rehydration salts (ORS). The combination of high cause-specific mortality and the
existence of an effective remedy makes treatment of diarrhoea a priority for health services.

10.5.1 Prevalence of Diarrhoea and Treatment-seeking Behaviour

Table 10.8 shows that 7% of children under age 5 were reported to have had diarrhoea in the 2-week
period before the survey. Advice or treatment was sought for 75% of children who had diarrhoea.

Patterns by background characteristics

= The prevalence of diarrhoea peaks among children age 6-23 months (9%-10%). This corresponds to
the time when children start losing protection from maternal antibodies through breastfeeding, begin to
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walk, and are at increased risk of contamination from the environment. Treatment was most commonly
sought for children age 6-11 months (84%).

= Although the prevalence of diarrhoea among children did not differ by urban-rural residence (7%
each), rural children with diarrhoea were more likely to be taken for advice or treatment than urban
children (77% versus 72%).

=  The prevalence of diarrhoea was highest in the North West and Eastern provinces (9% each) and
lowest in the Northern province (4%). Advice or treatment was more likely to be sought for children in
the Eastern province (90%) than for children in the other provinces (68%-73%). By district, the
prevalence of diarrhoea was highest in Port Loko and Pujehun (13% each) and lowest in Bonthe and
Tonkolili (2% each).

10.5.2 Feeding Practices

Appropriate feeding practices

Children with diarrhoea are given more liquids than usual and as much food as
usual or more than usual.

Sample: Children under age 5 with diarrhoea in the 2 weeks before the survey

To reduce dehydration and minimise the effects of diarrhoea on nutritional status, mothers are encouraged
to continue normal feeding of children with diarrhoea and to increase the amount of fluids given.

Only 30% of children under age 5 Figure 10.5 Feeding practices during diarrhoea

with diarrhoea in the 2 weeks Percentage of children under age 5 with diarrhoea in the

before the survey were given more 2 weeks before the survey

liquids than usual, as

recommended. Nineteen percent More mSame mless mNone = Nevergave
received the same amount of

Ilq_U|ds. Itis of concern that 49% of Liquids 30 49
children were given somewhat less given

(compared to

or much less liquid than usual, and
usual)

3% were given no fluids at all

(Figure 10.5 and Table 10.9).
Food given | 10 22 63 %2
One-third (32%) of children with (compared to

diarrhoea were fed according to the usua)
recommended practice of giving the

same amount of food as usual or more food than usual. Sixty-three percent of children were given much
less or somewhat less food than usual, while 4% received no food (Figure 10.5 and Table 10.9).

10.5.3 Oral Rehydration Therapy and Other Treatments

Deaths from diarrhoea can be averted with early and proper treatment. As noted, all children with
diarrhoea should receive increased fluids, continued feeding, and oral zinc. Oral rehydration therapy
(ORT) is the most common and simplest treatment. Zinc supplementation during diarrhoeal episodes can
reduce morbidity by reducing the severity, frequency, and duration of diarrhoea episodes. Zinc
supplementation is part of the national integrated management of neonatal and childhood illness (IMNCI)
guidelines for the management of diarrhoea. Depending on illness severity, treatment may involve
administration of antibiotics or intravenous solutions.
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Oral rehydration therapy

Children with diarrhoea are given increased fluids, a fluid made from a special
packet of oral rehydration salts (ORS), or government-recommended
homemade fluids (RHF).

Sample: Children under age 5 with diarrhoea in the 2 weeks before the survey

As shown in Figure 10.6 and
Table 10.10, 91% of children
received ORT; 30% were given

Figure 10.6 Treatment of diarrhoea

Percentage of children under age 5 with diarrhoea in the
2 weeks before the survey

increased fluids, 85% were given Sought advice or treatment |GG 75
ORS packets, and 37% were given Fluid from ORS packet 85
recommended homemade fluids. Recommended home fluids 37
Sixty percent of children received ORS or RHF 86
ORT and continued feeding, as Zinc 58
recommended, and 58% of children ORS and zinc 53
received zinc. Twenty-six percent Increased fluids 30
of children with diarrhoea received ORT o1
antibiotics, 21% were given a home

Antibiotics
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antimotility drugs. Home remedy/other
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26
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Among children with diarrhoea, the

most common source of advice or treatment was a health centre (39%), followed by a government hospital
(14%), and a government health post (12%). Four percent of children with diarrhoea were taken to a
pharmacy for advice or treatment (Table 10.11).

Trends: Among children with diarrhoea in the 2 weeks before the survey, the percentage for whom advice
or treatment was sought increased from 47% in 2008 to 65% in 2013 and 75% in 2019. Over this same
time period, the percentage of children who received zinc supplements increased from 2% to 58% and the
percentage receiving no treatment decreased from 6% in 2008 to 3%in 2013 but then in 2019 it increased
to 6%.

10.5.4 Knowledge of ORS Packets

Among women with a live birth in the 5 years preceding the survey, almost all (99%) know about ORS
packets (Table 10.12).

10.6 TREATMENT OF CHILDHOOD ILLNESS Figure 10.7 Prevalence and treatment of

childhood illness
Fever and diarrhoea were more common than ARI

symptoms, but children with ARI symptoms were
more likely to be taken for advice or treatment.
Advice or treatment was sought for 86% of children

Percentage of
children under age 5
with symptoms in the

2 weeks before the

Among those with

illness, percentage

for whom advice or
treatment was sought

with symptoms of ARI, 75% of children with a survey o6
fever, and 75% of children with diarrhoea (Figure 75 75
10.7).
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10.7 DISPOSAL OF CHILDREN’S STOOLS

Appropriate disposal of children’s stools

The child’s last stools were put or rinsed into a toilet or latrine or buried, or the
child used a toilet or latrine.

Sample: Youngest children under age 2 living with their mother

Globally, nearly 90% of the diarrhoeal disease burden is estimated to be linked to poor water, sanitation,
and hygiene provision. Proper disposal of children’s faeces is important in preventing the spread of
diseases. If faeces are left uncontained, diseases may spread by direct contact or animal contact
(WHO/UNICEF 2013).

Table 10.13 presents the percent distribution of youngest children under age 2 living with their mother by
the manner of disposal of the child’s last stool.

Sixty-four percent of children’s stools were disposed of appropriately; 2% of children used a toilet or
latrine, 60% of children’s stools were put or rinsed into a toilet or latrine, and 2% were buried. Seventeen
percent of children’s stools were thrown into the garbage, while 2% were left in the open and 17% were
put or rinsed into a drain or ditch.

Patterns by background characteristics

= Seventy-one percent of children in households with improved toilet facilities have their stools disposed
of appropriately, as compared with 45% of children in households practicing open defecation.

= The percentage of children whose stools are disposed of appropriately is highest in the Western Area
province (74%) and lowest in the Southern province (49%).

= At the district level, the percentage of children whose stools are disposed of appropriately is highest in
Western Area Rural and Falaba (83% each) and lowest in Moyamba (41%).

= Appropriate disposal of children’s stools generally increases with increasing household wealth; 54%
of children in the lowest wealth quintile have their stools disposed of appropriately, compared with
73% of children in the fourth quintile.
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Table 10.1 Child’s size and weight at birth

Percent distribution of live births in the 5 years preceding the survey by mother’s estimate of baby’s size at birth, percentage of live births in the 5
years preceding the survey that have a reported birth weight, and among live births in the 5 years preceding the survey with a reported birth weight,
percentage less than 2.5 kg, according to background characteristics, Sierra Leone DHS 2019

Percentage Among births with a
Percent distribution of births by size of baby at birth of births that reported birth weight*
Smaller have a Percentage
Background than Average or reported Number of  lessthan  Number of
characteristic Very small  average larger Don’t know Total birth weight* births 2.5kg births
Mother’s age at birth
<20 6.3 9.3 81.1 3.3 100.0 60.0 1,644 5.0 986
20-34 45 8.3 84.5 2.7 100.0 65.6 6,660 5.0 4,371
35-49 4.8 7.9 84.4 2.9 100.0 65.4 1,468 4.6 961
Birth order
1 5.4 9.0 82.2 3.3 100.0 63.9 2,350 6.0 1,501
2-3 4.7 7.2 85.6 25 100.0 66.4 3,735 4.7 2,482
4-5 45 8.5 84.4 25 100.0 64.1 2,240 54 1,436
6+ 5.0 10.1 81.7 3.2 100.0 62.1 1,446 3.2 898
Mother’s smoking status
Smokes cigarettes/
tobacco 6.4 7.0 82.8 3.7 100.0 64.4 288 4.5 185
Does not smoke 4.8 8.4 84.0 2.8 100.0 64.7 9,483 5.0 6,132
Residence
Urban 4.2 7.2 86.6 19 100.0 67.9 3,422 6.2 2,323
Rural 5.2 9.0 82.5 33 100.0 62.9 6,350 4.3 3,994
Province
Eastern 5.7 8.9 81.5 3.9 100.0 71.9 2,077 4.2 1,493
Northern 45 6.0 86.9 2.7 100.0 70.5 1,918 6.3 1,352
North West 6.3 8.5 81.6 3.6 100.0 46.9 1,894 5.6 887
Southern 3.9 12.0 82.2 19 100.0 67.1 2,101 3.3 1,411
Western Area 4.1 5.9 88.1 1.9 100.0 65.9 1,781 6.0 1,173
District
Kailahun 12.8 7.9 77.0 2.3 100.0 77.1 455 4.2 351
Kenema 1.7 10.3 83.7 4.3 100.0 73.6 1,028 4.1 757
Kono 7.1 7.4 81.2 4.3 100.0 64.9 594 4.2 385
Bombuali 1.9 55 92.0 0.6 100.0 73.7 639 3.6 471
Falaba 13.8 4.2 80.4 16 100.0 54.5 244 13.4 133
Koinadugu 8.2 4.1 84.5 3.2 100.0 61.1 294 7.7 180
Tonkolili 21 7.7 85.6 4.6 100.0 76.8 741 6.5 569
Kambia 0.4 9.3 87.0 3.3 100.0 50.0 638 4.1 319
Karene 11.8 7.1 77.9 33 100.0 52.3 370 11.5 193
Port Loko 8.2 8.6 79.3 4.0 100.0 42.3 886 4.0 375
Bo 24 9.3 86.5 18 100.0 59.9 797 3.1 477
Bonthe 0.1 22 93.5 4.2 100.0 78.8 384 4.3 302
Moyamba 35 20.6 74.0 19 100.0 56.0 558 0.7 312
Pujehun 11.6 15.2 73.3 0.0 100.0 88.0 363 51 319
Western Area Rural 3.6 7.5 85.9 3.0 100.0 50.6 783 6.3 396
Western Area Urban 4.5 4.6 89.8 11 100.0 77.9 998 5.8 7
Mother’s education
No education 5.0 8.1 83.7 3.2 100.0 62.0 5,321 4.7 3,297
Primary 6.1 9.7 81.3 3.0 100.0 63.2 1,441 4.0 910
Secondary 4.3 8.6 85.0 2.1 100.0 68.8 2,748 5.8 1,891
More than secondary 17 5.3 92.4 0.6 100.0 83.9 262 5.8 220
Wealth quintile
Lowest 4.8 9.0 82.5 3.7 100.0 63.6 2,283 4.6 1,452
Second 5.7 9.8 81.2 3.3 100.0 61.4 2,183 34 1,340
Middle 5.2 7.9 83.9 2.9 100.0 64.1 2,007 4.9 1,286
Fourth 3.8 8.4 85.7 2.1 100.0 61.7 1,808 6.3 1,115
Highest 4.7 5.9 88.1 13 100.0 75.4 1,491 6.1 1,125
Total 4.9 8.4 83.9 2.8 100.0 64.6 9,771 5.0 6,317

1 Based on either a written record or the mother’s recall
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Table 10.2 Vaccinations by source of information

Percentage of children age 12-23 months and children age 24-35 months who received specific vaccines at any time before the survey, by source
of information (vaccination card or mother’s report), and percentage who received specific vaccines by the appropriate age, Sierra Leone DHS

2019
Children age 12-23 months Children age 24-35 months
Vaccinated at any time before the survey  \/accinated  Vaccinated at any time before the survey  y/5ccinated
according to: by according to: by
Vaccination Mother’s Either appropriate  Vaccination Mother’s Either appropriate

Vaccine card! report source age?® card?! report source age®*
BCG 74.4 22.0 96.4 95.7 60.9 34.0 94.9 93.4
DPT-HepB-Hib

1 73.6 211 94.6 94.1 61.3 324 93.6 91.6

2 71.3 15.1 86.4 85.4 59.6 23.9 83.5 81.4

3 67.4 10.7 78.1 76.2 56.3 17.1 73.4 70.2
Polio

0 (birth dose) 72.3 20.4 92.8 92.4 60.4 31.7 92.1 90.8

1 73.7 15.9 89.6 89.1 61.5 24.6 86.1 84.2

2 71.4 10.1 81.6 80.6 60.0 15.9 75.9 73.9

3 68.3 2.7 70.9 69.5 57.3 3.6 60.9 58.3

1PV 61.5 18.2 79.7 77.8 46.8 29.9 76.6 72.6
Pneumococcal

1 73.4 20.7 94.1 93.5 61.1 32.9 94.1 92.1

2 711 15.6 86.7 85.8 59.3 252 84.6 82.4

3 67.5 11.9 79.4 775 56.1 18.8 74.9 