TEACHING CASES IN MEDICAL PEACE WORK

Encountering victims of torture in a GP's surgery

This module follows the story of a young woman from Uganda who is a victim of torture. You may find her expe-
rience upsetting,

The most widely accepted definition of torture internationally is that set out by Article 1 of the United Mations
Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman er Degrading Treatment or Punishment (UMCAT):

Some doctors specialise in treating and investigating victims of torture but identifying victims of torture is the
responsibility of every health professional. This case examines the protocol for identifying and treating victims
of torture in a general practice setting.

Health professionals have a duty to support the needs of their individual patients who are victims of torture. Ad-
ditionally, identifying and recording acts of torture is a step towards finding and prosecuting the perpetrators.

- Mo sound. -



