
FACT SHEET ON STATISTICS AND TRENDS
IN ILLICIT DRUGS  

1

Annual 
prevalence (%)*

Number of users  
(millions)*

All illicit drug use 5.3
(3.3-7.3)

255
(158-351)

Problem drug use** 0.6
(0.3-0.9)

29.5
(15.3-43.1)

Cannabis 3.8
(2.7-4.9)

183.3
(128.1-237.7)

Opioids
(opiates and prescription opioids)

0.7
(0.6-0.9)

35.0
(28.3-42.7)

Opiates 0.37
(0.27-0.49)

17.7
(12.9-23.6)

Cocaine 0.35
(0.27-0.46)

17.1
(13.0-22.3)

Amphetamines 0.77
(0.30-1.24)

37.0
(14.5-59.7)

“Ecstasy” 0.45
(0.19-0.71)

21.6
(9.3-34.1)

2015 Global estimates of drug use

* The prevalence (%) and numbers have been rounded

** Those who engage in high risk consumption of drugs, e.g, people who inject drugs, use drugs on a daily basis and/or people 
diagnosed with drug use disorders based on clinical criteria contained in ICD-10 or DSM V.

2015 Joint UNODC/UNAIDS/WHO/World Bank estimates of people who inject drugs  
and living with HIV

Prevalence (%) Number of people 
(millions)

People who inject drugs 0.25
(0.18-0.36)

11.8
(8.6-17.4)

HIV among PWID 13.1 1.6
(0.9-3.2)

Drug-related mortality

Rates of drug-related deaths per million  
population aged 15-64 years

39.6
(24.0-47.7)  

Number of drug-related deaths 190,900 
(115,900-230,100)
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12 million people inject drugs

1.6 million people who inject drugs
 are living with HIV

6.1 million are living with hepatitis C
1.3 million are living with both

 hepatitis C and HIV

183

cannabis

35

opioids

18

opiates

Number of  past-year users in  2015

17

cocaine

37

amphetamines &
 prescription stimulants

22

“ecstasy”

million million million

million millionmillion
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10 million years of life lost as a result of disability caused by drug use

18 million years of life lost as a result of premature death caused by drug use

17 million DALYs attributed to drug use disorders 

DALYs
attributed

to drug use

28 million healthy years of life lost as a result of drug use
17 million healthy years of life lost as a result of drug use disorders

+
years of “healthy”
 life lost as a result 

of disability
=

years of life lost as a 
result of premature 

death

drug use
disability

premature
death

years of 
life lost

birth expected 
life years

DALYs

 28 million 
“healthy” years of life lost

drug use

0.2 million years lost as a result of disability
2.8 million years lost as a result of premature death

DALYs
attributed

to HIV

birth expected
life years

drug use

DALYs
attributed

to hepatitis C
birth expected

life years

0.1 million years lost as a result of disability
6.2 million years lost as a result of premature death

years of
life lost

years of
life lost

More years of "healthy" life lost (DALYs) as a result of 
hepatitis C than of HIV among people who use drugs

 
premature 

death

 
premature 

death
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+25% +19%

Higher rate of increase in the burden 
of disease from drug use disorders

among women than among men

2005 2015 2005 2015

222,000 hepatitis
 C deaths

60,000 HIV 
deaths

Among people who use drugs, 
more die from hepatitis C than from HIV

Past-year prevalence of drug use is  
higher in prison than among the general 
population

dr
ug

 us
e i

n p

rison

dr
ug

 us
e a

mo
ng 

the general population

20% 5.3%
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OPIATES

=

Global  cu lt ivat ion 8% Global  se izures

Global  product ion Global  number of  users

change from previous year change from previous year
-5%

6,380 tons
of opium

change from previous year 

2,080 tons
consumed as opium

448 tons
of heroin
produced

2015

2015

2016

2016

heroin morphine

-54%
morphine

11%
opium heroin

34%

587
tons
opium

9.6
tons

80
tons

op
ioi

d users

mo
st

 re
ce

nt estimate 

op
iat

e u
sers

427,000 x
304,800 ha

35 million

17.7 million

processed
into heroin

4,300 tons

Notes: Data on cultivation and production/manufacture refer to 2016. Data on seizures and numbers of users refer to 2015. Seizures of 
different substances are of varying purity. Estimates of cultivation and eradication of opium poppy, production of opium, manufacture of 
heroin and prevalence of opioids and opiates use are available in the annex of booklet 2.
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COCAINE

=

Global  cu lt ivat ion
18%

156,500 ha

Global  se izures

Global  product ion Global  number of  users

change from previous year change from previous year

2015

2015

2015

2015

31%

change from previous year 19%

864
tons

cocaine as seized

mos
t r

ec
en

t e
sti

mate (2015)

219,000 x

17.1 million
1,125 tons

pure
cocaine
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FACT SHEET ON STATISTICS AND TRENDS IN ILLICIT DRUGS

CANNABIS

Global  number of  users
change from previous year
G lobal  se izures

1,536
tons

cannabis resin

5,781
tons

6%
herb resin
-2%

cannabis herb
20152015

183 million
Note: Data refer to 2015. Estimates of illicit cultivation, production and eradication of cannabis and prevalence of cannabis use are avail-
able in the annex of booklet 2



10

W
O

RL
D

 D
RU

G
 R

EP
O

RT
 2

01
7

SYNTHETIC DRUGS

Global  se izures

Global  number of  users

change from previous year

methamphetamine

132
tons

52
tons

amphetamine

6
tons

“ecstasy” synthetic NPS*

23
tons

methamphetamine
21%

amphetamine
8%

“ecstasy”
-35%

synthetic NPS
-39%

2015

37 million

use
rs

 of
 am

ph
eta

mines and prescription sti mulants

22 million

“e
cs

tasy” users

2015

2015
* Excludes GBL, ketamine and other medicines.
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opiates

Number of  countr ies report ing  drug se izures,  
based on 168 countries ,  2010-2015

153

cocaine

128

amphetamine-type
stimulants

95

hallucinogens

cannabis

164 143

78

new psychoactive
substances

67

sedatives,
tranquillizers

864
tons

132
tons

52
tons

57
tons

113
tons

90
tons

587
tons

7,317
tons

6
tons

opium

heroin & morphinepharmaceutical opioids

cocainecannabis (herb/resin)

“ecstasy”amphetamine

methamphetamine

synthetic NPS*

Quant it ies  of  drugs 
se ized in  2015

* 57 tons of which 34 tons represent seizures of GBL, ketamine 
and other medicines, see booklet 4.

Range of 
new psychoactive substances 

 continues to grow

reported in 
2012

reported in 
2015

26
0  N

PS 483 NPS
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DARKNET

drug
transactions

drug
transactions

DARKNET

Drug trafficking over the darknet
still small but fast growing

<1%

+50%
increase

201
5

201
3

per year

smuggling
of migrants

over 35 per cent of
all organized crime 

groups involved

excise 
fraud

drug trafficking

trafficking
in human

beings

organized
property

crime

Importance of organized crime groups, European Union

Source: UNODC, adapted from Europol, SOCTA 2017.

Kristy Kruithof and others, Internet-facilitated Drugs Trade: An Analysis of the Size, Scope and the Role of the Netherlands, 
Research Report Series (Santa Monica, California, Rand Corporation, 2016).
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Sectors vulnerable to corruption in relation to drugs

Source: EUROSTAT.

DRUG PRODUCTION

DRUG CONSUMPTION

DRUG TRAFFICKING

• Eradication teams

• Alternative  development
projects

• Law enforcement 
(police, customs, etc.)

• Criminal justice system

• Chemical companies

• Traffickers seek to avoid 
controls, dismantlement of 
groups and arrest

• Drug users seek to obtain 
prescriptions for non-medical use 
of drugs (e.g., opioids, ampheta-
mines, medical cannabis)

• Law enforcement 
(police, customs, etc.)

• Criminal justice system

• Transport companies

• Farmers seek to avoid eradication 
on their fields

• Farmers and communities seek 
to benefit from alternative 
development investment

• Entrepreneurs seek to sell their 
products and services

• Producers and manufacturers seek 
to avoid controls, dismantlement 
of production sites and arrest

• Producers and manufacturers 
seek to avoid sentencing

• Manufacturers seek to divert 
precursor chemicals

 

• Traffickers seek to ship drugs 
by air, sea, land

• Drug users seek to obtain 
medicines without prescription

• Traffickers seek to avoid 
sentencing

• Medical doctors

• Pharmacies

ActorsVulnerable
 sectors

Supply
chain




