Virus Ecology | Ebola Hemorrhagic Fever | CDC http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/resources/virus-ecology.html

CDC Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
CDC 24/7: Saving Lives. Protecting People,™

Ebla Hemorrhagic Fever

Ebolavirus Ecology
Enzootic Cycle Epizootic Cycle
New evidence strongly implicates Epizootics caused by ebolaviruses appear humans, with the exception of Reston virus which
bats as the reservoir hosts for sporadically, producing high mortality among does not produce detectable disease in humans.
ebalaviruses, though the means of nen-human primates and duikers and may Little is known about how the virus first passes to
local enzootic maintainance and precede human outbreaks. Epidemics caused by humans, triggering waves of human-to-human
transmission of the virus within bat ebolaviruses produce acute disease among transmission, and an epidemic.
populations remain unknown.
Ebolaviruses:
Ebola virus (formerly Zaire virus)
Sudan virus
Tai Forest virus
Bundibugyo virus
Reston virus (non-human)
\ Human-to-human transmission is a
8 predominant feature of epidemics.
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This graphic shows the life cycle of the ebolavirus. Bats are strongly implicated as both reservoirs
and hosts for the ebolavirus. Of the five identified ebolavirus subtypes, four are capable of human-
to-human transmission. Initial infections in humans result from contact with an infected bat or
other wild animal. Strict isolation of infected patients is essential to reduce onward ebolavirus
transmission.
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